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Nice Gijs 

Last weekend’s Le Mans 24 Hours race could scarcely have had 
more popular winners than Martini-Porsche drivers Jacky Ickx 
and Gijs van Lennep. The Belgian/Dutch combination proved that 
there was a wealth of invaluable experience in the cockpit of the 
Porsche 936, and from four o’clock on Saturday afternoon there 
was an air of inevitability about their coolly calculated victory, 
the first at Le Mans by a turbocharged car. 

The victory contained an element of poignancy for both drivers. 
For Jacky Ickx, it was a third triumph in the 24 Hours, a feat 
eae by few men and bettered by only one: Ickx’s compatriot 
Oliver Gendebien. Ickx won in 1969 with Jack Oliver in the 
closest finish of recent years, and last year with Derek Bell. He 
has always been a sports car driver of rare ability, and it is good to 
see that this very special skill is still there. For Ickx, victory at Le 
Mans 1976. comes at a time when his credibility as a Formula 1 
driver is in open question. It must have been sweet. 

Gijs van Lennep, co-driving with Helmut Marko, scored 
Porsche’s last previous Le Mans win in 1971,- the car also 
sponsored that year by Martini. The Dutchman had staked a 
special claim to the 1976 race: he had announced, a fortnight 
etal age that he intended to retire at four o’clock on Sunday, 

une 12, and that ‘‘It would be nice to end a career by winning Le 
Mans....” Van Lennep has had an exemplary career in motor 
racing spanning sixteen years, and encompassing in recent 
seasons top-flight sports car racing, Formula 5000 (he was the 
1972 European Champion) and sporadic Formula 1 drives. 
Somehow, he never reached the heights he would have liked, and it 
was natural that he should wish to go out in style. As he drove the 
Porsche turbo round on that final slowing-down lap last Sunday — 
the winner again, and still the Le Mans distance record holdal 
from the 1971 race — he must have been smiling broadly. 

Although the German machine faltered but once in re hands of 
experience, and victory never looked better than remotely 
possible, it was a good day for Britain. The British-built Mirage 
which had finished third in the 1975 race came home in second 
place driven by the French pair Jean-Louis Lafosse and Francois 
Migault, the latter in particular another driver with the 
perseverance deserving of success. Interestingly enough, the car 
was called upon to complete two more laps than its 1975-winning 
sister car, and was still eleven laps down on the winners. 

A lap behind in third place was the de Cadenet Lola, driven by 
Londoners Alain de Cadenet and Chris Craft, and powered by the 
same Ford-Cosworth engine which the pair have used for the last 
four Le Mans races. The performances of Craft and de Cadanet are 
becoming something of a legend at Le Mans, good jingoistic stuff. 
Long many they continue. 

The new format devised for the 24 Hours by the Automobile 
Club de ]’Ouest was clearly a success, and all kinds of rivalries 
were created — between Group 5 and Group 6, between the 
Europeans and the Americans (especially the IMSA cars, for the 

romised NASCAR threat it seems we must wait until next year), 
hebween the French camps of Alpine and Inaltera, between 
Porsche and everybody else. In a sense, it was all an experiment, 
but its success is readily measured and there is every indication 
that, after a couple of dangerous-looking years, Les Vingt-Quatre 


. Heures is back on its feet again. 


Prospects for 1977 are good. ~ 


next week 


The European Formula 2 battle continues at Hockenheim — 
Castrol/AUTOSPORT Rally Championship reaches the halfway stage 
in Eire — How the British drivers fared against the North 
Americans at the Mosport Formula 5000 race — The story behind a 
British success at Le Mans — Lancia release their Jaguar/BMW 
challenger — Memories of the great French driver Pierre Levegh* 


cover picture 

Five Le Mans victories between them: Jacky Ickx and Gijs van 
Lennep celebrate their success in France last Sunday. Their 
Martini-Porsche Group 6 car led almost all the way and won 


comfortably despite losing twenty minutes in the pits with a turbo- 
charger fault. Our full report: page 22. Photo: David Winter. 


“These tems were cormmect af the time of gong to press. 


Ronnie Peterson’s F1 March in First National City Bank colours in Sweden 


last weekend. 


FIRST NATIONAL CITY 


FIRST 
NATIONAL 
CITY 


First National City 
to bank on Peterson? 


At Anderstorp, Ronnie Peterson’s 
March 761 appeared in the colours of 
First National City, the banking 
company which also sponsors the 
Penske of John Watson. 


There is considerable speculation 
about the company’s future sponsor- 
ship plans. This is their second 
season of backing the Penske team, 
but so far there has been very little 
success. John Watson started the 
year extremely competitively, 
ifyng third in Brazil behind 


fmt and Lauda, but recently he has 


been one of the tail-enders in Grand 
Prix racing. The new PC4’s Swedish 
performance was disappointing. 


There is, however, no question of 
the Penske team losing their 
hp for this year. First 

ional City are thinking in terms 


Jones tests 
Sid Taylor's 
F5000 March 


4s Silverstone last week, Alan Jones 


Gove the new Chevrolet:powered 
P5000 March 76A for the first time. 
The car was absolutely new, but 


| Seeved immediately competitive, 


ea=a Alan was very happy with it, 
perticularly with the way it turns 
mmto corners. 

The following day, the car was due 
to be shipped across the Atlantic for 
the next round of the American 
F5000 Championship, to be held at 
Mosport Park in Camada on Sunday. 


of extending their involvement in 
Formula 1 racing, rather than 
changing it. Apparently the com- 
pany has been overwhelmed by the 
success of their Grand Prix spon- 


sorship programme, which has 
yielded spectacular results for the 
Travellers Checks division. 


Peterson’s March was backed in 
Sweden as part of an on-circuit 
promotion by First National City, 
who entertained 100 Swedish 
bankers at Anderstorp. 

There is a stron posstaiy tet 
they will sponsor Peterson’s March 
for the rest of the season, and it is 
also said that they have been 
thinking hard about Chris Amon and 
Team Ensign, surely the best oppor- 
tunity for a sponsor in Grand Prix 
racing today. A decision is to be 
made soon. 


Viking drivers 
to disembark 


Following some very disappointing 
erformances this season in their 
wedish Viking Formula 3 cars, we 

understand that Eje Elgh and 

Tommy Borgudd will not be driving 

again for the team this year. 

It has been decided that the Rotel 
hi-fi sponosred team will concentrate 


on running two cars for the current . 


Swedish F3 championship leader, 
Conny Ljungfeldt, and former rally 
ace Ingvar Carlanaht Carlsson, who 
briefly led the F3 race at the Swedish 
GP meeting last weekend in his Van 
Diemen, is expected to drive a 
Viking this weekend at Kmnekulle. 


Ensign 
activity 


There have been reports, mainly in 
the Italian press, that  Lella 
Lombardi will be making a return to 
Grand Prix racing in the near future. 
The chassis mentioned in connection 
with this, her second attempt at 
establishing herself as the Grand 
Prix world’s only woman racing 
driver, is an Ensign. 

She told our man at Le Mans last 
week that she would be driving an 
Ensign at the French Grand Prix in 
just over two weeks’ time sponsored 
by Lavazza, her previous F1 backers 
at March ee ; 

Although Team Raaige boss Mo 
Nunn was unavailable on Tuesday of 
this week to comment, we under- 
stand that Chris Amon’s accident in 
Sweden may well have seriously 
hampered any chance Miss 
Lombardi might have had in driving 
a car. 

Ensign designer Dave Baldwin 
told us earlier this week that the 


- Anderstorp crash damage was more 


or less confined to the front of the 
car and that the team’s chief mech- 
anic Ron Bennett, formerly crew 
chief with Sid Taylor, reckoned the 
rear end emerged _ unscathed. 
Although he had yet to see the car, 
Baldwin reckoned they would have 
enough time to prepare it for the 
French Grand Prix, a new tub being 
well on the way. 

As to the cause of accident, Team 
Ensign were not in a position to 
comment, although some sources 
suggest it was a steering arm pulling 
out of one of the front uprights. 


Return of 
an Fl Eagle? 


. From the United States comes the 


exciting rumour that Dan Gurney’s 
Eagle team is to return to Grand 
Prix racing next year. For some 
time, there have been rumours to 
this effect, but this time, apparently, 
Gurney is serious. 

An obvious choice of driver for the 
team would be Australian Vern 
Schuppan, who already drives for 
Gurney in F5000 and USAC racing. 


Hawke F3 to 
make debut 


Following extensive testing during 
the past couple of weeks, both at 
Silverstone and at Snetterton, the 
new Hawke Formula 3 car will make 
its race debut at Silverstone this 
weekend. The driver will, of course, 
be Rupert Keegan, current leader 
Gomtly with arch-rival Bruno 

iacomelli) of the ShellSport F3 
series, for which this weekend’s race 
is a qualifying round. ; 

Unofficial reports suggest that the 
car has been close to lap record times 
at both these circuits. However, the 
car will not be running with its new- 
style Concorde-style rear wing as 
this ‘faults the new bodywork”. 
Further tests will be carried out on 
this particular type of aerodynamic 
aid during the next few weeks at the 
Cranfield Institute, which allows the 
car’s designer, Adrian Reynard, its 
facilities. 


Geoffrey Brabham — arrives for F8. 


Like father, 
like son 


Making his first racing appearance 
in Britain at Oulton Park on July 10 
will be Geoffrey Brabham, 24-year- 
old son of Jack Brabham, the former 
three-times World Champion. 

Brabham, who has been racing in 
his native Australia for the past few 
seasons, winning the 1975 Aus- 
tralian Formula 2 series (similar to 
Atlantic) with three firsts and two 
seconds, is going Formula 3 with a 
brand new Ralt-Toyota RT1, built, 
and designed, of course, by 
Brabham’s former partner Ron 
Tauranac. 

“It is the real nursery for Formula 
1 racing,’ said Geoff. ‘I’ve given 
myself two years to get the experi- 
ence and sponsors to break into 
Formula 1 racing in Europe and 
Formula 5000 in the United States. 
I'll be pretty much on my own, but 
I'll make it or break it on my own.” 

Geoffrey’s car will not be spon- 
sored by his famous father, although 
Jack will watch over him for the first 
couple of races. The car will be based 
at Maurice Gomm’s workshops in 
Old Woking, not too far from the 
Ralt workshops. 


Pit stop series 
get underway 
at Swedish GP 


The much publicized Goodyear/ 
Marlboro Grand Prix Pitstop Com- 
petition got off to a rather hilarious 
start in Sweden last weekend. The 
two teams involved were March 
Engineering and RAM Brabham. 
Vittorio Brambilla and Loris Kessel 
started off by each doing a lap 
together in their respective cars. 
They entered the pits and then the 
mechanics set to work. Up went 
Vittorio’s car, off came the front 
wheels, and then the jack broke. ... 
The car fell onto its discs and 
everyone fell about laughing. The 
RAM ~ mechanics _ carried __ on, 
changing their four wheels in 30.09s 
and away roared Kessel, probably 
faster than he’s gone all year. 

The next round of the “series”, 
which carries a £2000 prize, is at 
Ricard, between Shadow and 
Brabham. 

@ David Pearson’s win at the World 


600 NASCAR pr any pee race 
at Charlotte on May 30 moves him 


into the lead m career super 
speedway wins. He now has 33 wms 
to Richard Petty’s 37. 


: 
. 
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The American Spirit at Le Mans in 1976 


“They'll be back next year,” said 
American journalist Al Pearce, one 
of NASCAR’s leading writers. He 
was talking about the two-car 
NASCAR effort at the Le Mans 24 
Hour race last. weekend, which gave 
the European spectators the wrong 
impression of these large American 
machin 


es. 

They are not ideally suited to such 

@ circuit but both teams admitted 
they didn’t really know what to 
a and that this year was really 
a feeler. After all, they had been 


“asked” by NASCAR’s Bill France, — 


Junior, to represent the association 
at the invitation of the French race 
organisers. It was a splendid idea, 


too. 

Although the Richard Brooks/ 
Dick Hutcherson Ford Torino quali- 
fied last (some suggested that it was 


First European racing appearance of a NASCAR stocker: Dick Brooks in his 


Ford Torino at Le Mans. 


Fl Shadow 
for Wilds 


Roger Springett, on behalf of the P. 
R  Reilly/Shadow team, has 
confirmed their intentions to run 
Mike Wilds for the rest of the season 
m= their ex-works Shadow DN3A 
Formula 1 car. They will, of course, 
be concentrating on the ShellSport 
European 5000 series. 

This is mdeed excellent news for 
Wilds who, having been forced to 
gui the Stanley-BRM Grand Prix 
team at the beginning of last year, 
has been more or less left out in the 
cold. Wilds first drove the car at 
Thruxton a couple of weeks ago and 
fished third. The enthusiastic 


team, who started the season 
running an ex-works DNIA for 
i Scott and Lella Lombardi in 


occasional races, have been carrying 
out testing with the new combina- 
tion recently, Wilds getting down to 
2 42.8s lap at Brands last week in 
among the “‘cowboys”. Wilds said 
thet the car was handling beauti- 
fully. and so a good showing is hoped 
for at Brands Hatch this coming 
weekend. 


The P. R. Reilly team also have 
emother DN3 chassis which, they 
say. they will probably run for “a 
male Italian” from the y Park 
5000 race onwards. 


outside the required qualifying limit, 
but the rule was waived), they 
reckon that they could pare off at 
least 1000lbs in overall weight. They 
also reckon that their lap times 
would improve by as much as a 
minute (or certainly well under the 
4m barrier) now that they know what 
to do. 

Brooks’s Torino was running a 
smaller engine than normal and, in 
an effort to finish (and they really 
wanted to do that), the car was 
geared down from a _ potential 
215mph to 180mph along. the 
Mulsanne Straight. 

It’s a pity that Brooks found a 
boxful of neutrals which led to his 
retirement after 10 hours of racing. 

Thanks, NASCAR. Perhaps we 
ought to build our own Talladega or 
Daytona? 


170 mph bid 
by Divina 


“Former Olympic ski captain Divina 
Galica, 29, is to attack the official 
British Speed Records for Formula 1 
Grand Prix cars”, said the official 
release from Brands Hatch earlier 
this week, where Miss Galica is 
employed. The attempt will take 
place early on June 29 (at about 
8.30am!) on the 10,000ft main 
runway at Fairford in Gloucester- 
shire, “home” of the _ British 
Concorde. 

Under the auspices of the RAC 
officials, Divina will tackle the 
Flying and Quarter-Mile records, 
pas the 500 metres, in both 

irections. She will be at the wheel of 
her bright yellow ShellSport/ 
Rolatruc Surtees TS16 Grand Prix 
car. 

The 3000cc records she has to beat 
vary between 143.54mph and 
peeoeuiph and were set up in 1969 
by Lord Angus :Clydesale in his 
Formula 1 ex-works Cooper- 
Maserati T81/86. Commenting on 
the attempt, Divina said: “It seems 
a shame that we still have a Maserati 
in the record books when my British 
Ford-Cosworth Fl engine can go 
faster. So I’m hoping for something 
nearer to 170mph.” 


John -Greenwood’s team_ ,con- 
firmed at Le Mans that they would 
still be attempting to break Mark 
Donohue’s orld Closed Circuit 
spot record at Talladega at the end 
of next month. Greenwood reckons 
that his Chevrolet Corvette will hold 
onto a lap of around 225mph, which 
should just surpass onohue’s 
figure in the CanAm turbo-Porsche. 
The team intend to narrow down the 


body on the current car (which raced 
at Le Mans) to help it through the 
air. ’ 
We also mentioned to them at Le 
Mans that Greenwood’s intention, 
two years ago, was to run a ‘Vette ir 
the CanAm before the series died: 
‘What do you mean, going to build a 
CanAm car? This is a CanAm car!” 
And how. 


The superb Greenwood Corvette appeared at Le Mans. Basically this machine 
is a front-engined “Can-Am” car in which John Greenwood will attempt to 


Tipping the scales 


Listed below are some of the weights 
of the competing cars at Le Mans 
last weekend: 

Ickx/Lennep (Porsche 936 turbo), 77Okgs; 
Lafosse/Migault (Mirage-Ford), 779kgs; Craft/ide 
Cadenet eg 7380), 743kgs; Stommelen/ 

Schurti (Porsche 935 turbo), 727kgs; Bell/ 

Schuppan (Mirage-Ford GR8), 803kgs; Touroul/ 

Cudini (Porsche Carrera), 983kgs; Kraus/- 
Steckkonig (Porsche 908/3), 727kgs; Pescarolo/- 
Beltoise (Inaltera-Ford), 911kgs; Bertrams/Martin 

/Evertz (Porsche 934 turbo), 1008kgs; Posey/ 

Grohs/de Fierlant (BMW CSL), 1041kgs; Jabouille 

/Tambay (Alpine-Renault turbo), 708kgs; Keyser/ 

Wachs (Chevrolet Monza), 1147kgs; Greenwood/ 

Darniche (Chevrolet Corvette), 131kgs; and 
Brooks/Hutcherson (Ford Torino), 1696kgs. 


@ Seen driving Bruno Giacomelli’s 
works March-Toyota 763 at Silver- 
stone last week was none other than 
Bengt-Ronnie Peterson. No, Ronnie 
hasn’t been demoted. It was part of a 
publicity exercise for another 
magazine. 

Ronnie, so we hear, lapped in the 
92s bracket on the and Prix 
circuit within half a dozen laps. 
Giacomeili, who was there for serious 
testing. was 2 second or so quicker. 


break The World Closed Circuit Speed record. 


Bee 


Morgan for F3? 


Richard Morgan, who, having won 
averyening. there was to be won in 
Formula Ford two years ago, and 
who drove for Tom Wheatcroft for 
half a season last year, is another 
driver re-emerging on the. racin 

scene. Morgan, whose only drives o 
late were towards the latter stages of 
last season in a hired Atlantic 
Chevron, is expected to race the 
brand new Formula 3 Safir at Silver- 
stone this weekend. Morgan was due 
to test the car this week, along with 
Tiff Needell. 


It may well be a welcome return 
for this small team, who suffered 
badly with the death of their de 
signer (and co-ordinator) Ray Jesso 
a few months . However, with 
Peter Thorpe at the helm, and a new 
car (a tidied-up version of last year's 
car which was driven so successfully 
by Patrick Neve) now ready, the 
resuks may start to flow again. 


See oe Se OUR 
Guess who leads the votes? 


As we went to press, the entries for 
our John Player Grand i 
competition (see last week’s issue) 
were piling in to the Brands Hatch 
offices. The grid for the Evening 
News er Escort Celebrity 
Race (to be held on July 18 as part of 
the John Player Grand Prix meeting) 
was shaping up well. 

Gerry Marshall was top of the list 
with the most votes cast by 


AUTOSPORT readers thus far, closely 
followed by Divina Galica, then 
David Purley and Rupert Keegan: a 
saloon driver, two 5000 drivers and 
an F3 driver. Your selections have 
been most interesting, with more F3 
drivers plus representatives from 


ee 


The little Ibec/Lloyds 2-litre Lola struggled across the line to finish Le Mans 


saloon, 5000, Atlantic, F2, 
Silhouette and other forms of racing, 
and the odd rally man thrown in for 
ood measure. British drivers 
eature more strongly than we 
expected, and we are sure that the 
final grid, selected. by you will hold 
some surprises. 


The closing date for the 
competition is today (Thursday), and 
the name of the winner of a racing 
driver’s school course at Brands 
Hatch (and the actual race in a Shell- 
Sport Escort) will be announced in 
next week’s issue, together with his 
winning entry and the names of the 
20 runners-up. 


in 22nd place. It was a splendid effort and it brought the team an award for the 
best fuel consumption of the race. They were 97 laps behind the winner! 


David Purley in a spot of bother at 

the BARC’s Graham Hill Memorial 

Trophy golf match which took place 
he RAC’s Epsom club last week. 


catchpole 


HAVE YOO HEARD WHAT CRAFTY OLD KEN 


Briefly .... 


@ By winning his second American 
Super Vee race at the Nelson Ledges 
IMSA meet the other week, Tom 
Bagley moves into the lead of the 
Bosch VW Gold Cup series. Bagley’s 
Zink edged out Herm Johnson’s Lola 
by 0.4s, 


@ Napolina tomatoes (they’re 
Italian, in case you didn’t guess) are 
an additional sponsor on the two 
Campari Alfa Suds which contest 
the Keith Prowse British Touring 
car series. 


@ Earlier this year at the Daytona 
500 NASCAR classic, you may recall 
a driver called John Ray, who was 
seriously injured in a race shunt. 
Well, he is on the road to recovery 
and has purchased the DiGard 
Chevrolet Laguna raced last year by 
Connie Allison. He will run the car 
for an unnominated driver to start 
with, but hopes to make a comeback 
himself later in the year. 


...HES POT INA PROTEST To THE FIA, 
fECcAUSE HE HAD (2 OF HIS WHEELS CROSS... 


ee Se re | 
Richard Sutherland 


Richard Sutherland, who was killed 
at Zolder last Sunday, was 38 years 
old and a stalwart of club racing 
since he began competitive motoring 
in 1960. The Belgian race was his 
first continental event and his fourth 
big race with his 2-litre Chevron B23 
sports car, which he had purchased 
with his hillclimbing partner Peter 
Davey during the winter. 

A native of Harrogate, Yorks, 
Richard began his racing career with 
a Sprite. Starting with sprints, 
hillclimbs and driving tests, he soon 
graduated into club racing and 
within a very short time became a 
force to be reckoned with in northern 
modsports racing, winning the 
Northern Modsports Championship 
twice. 

A quiet and totally unassuming 


. person, Richard was a straightfor- 


ward Yorkshireman who spent as 
much time helping other drivers as 
racing himself — a true enthusiast. 
He was married, and all of us at 
AUTOSPORT offer our deepest sym- 
pathy to his wife Jenny and their 
three children Andrew, Michael and 
Julie in their tragic loss. 


Andre Haller 


The circuit of Sarthe claimed 
another victim during last weekend’s 
Le Mans 24 Hour race. However, it 
was the first death at the circuit since 
Jo Bonnier died there in 1972. The 
driver was 32-year-old Strasbourg 
restaurateur Andre Haller, who lost 
control of his Datsun 260Z while 
negotiating the Mulsanne ‘‘kink” as 
darkness began to descend on 
Saturday night. : 
The Datsun, which had just had a 
fuel stop, had straddled the apex of 
the kink on the previous lap, 
according to a driver who was 
following. The following lap, the 
Datsun slewed across the road 
leaving the curve, struck the barrier 
on the outside, vaulted it and burst 


‘into flames. Haller died on the way 


to hospital, 
reports. 


@ British Leyland’s Triumph TR7 
might not have had too good a start 
to its British rally career, but in the 
United States, the Group 44 racing 
stable in Washington have seen their 
particular production racer win its 
class in the SCCA series three times 
in three starts, driven by Bob 
Tullius. 


according to local 


A cool $4m! 
Johnny Rutherford, this year's 
Indianapolis 500 winner, picked up 2 
cool $255,321 for his efforts. A. J. 
Foyt won $152,225, worse-off for 
having a broken front anti-roll bar. 
No wonder he was peeved that the 
race was stopped because of the ram! 
Other money winners were Gordon 
Johncock ($67,676) and Wally 


Dallenbach ($33,777), while Vern 
Schuppan and David Hobbs picked 
up $18,605 and $15,281 apiece. The 
first retirement, Spike Rasmussen, 
who didn’t complete a lap, still raked 
in $14,197.... 


we did not! The winner of our Moet 
et Chandon guess-the-winnerand- 
his-speed competition at the Swedish 
Grand Prix was ... from Sweden. 
Lars Kasjo, of Solna, guessed that 
Jody Scheckter would win the GP at 
an average of 100.93mph against his 
actual speed of 100.84mph. Good 
health to you, Lars! 

You have just over two weeks to 
study form before the French GP at 
Paul Ricard. Ferrari won last year, 
while JPS were the victors in 
previous years. The winning average 
speed for Lauda’s Ferrari last year 
was 116.60mph. 

Who will win? Ferrari, Elf-Tyrell, 
JPS perhaps, or Laffite in front of the 
home crowd. As usual, guess the 
winner and his average speed 
Entries on a_ postcard to 
AUTOSPORT’s Editorial Dept, Regent 
House, 54-62 Regent Street, London 


| WI, by July 2 please. 


by Barry Foley 


THE FINISHING LINE HES CLAIMING FIRST. 
SECOND AND THIRD PLACES AT ANDERSTORP. 


Mosley all 
the way 


After the pomp, ceremony and 
oad of the Indinapolis 500, the 
SAC regulars turned _ their 


attentions to the somewhat smaller 
Rex Mays 150 at Milwaukee last 


ecey- 

Held over 150 ae of the 1-mile 
oval, the race was led from start to 
fmish by Mike Mosley in the 
Sugaripe Prune Eage-Offy. Mosley 
fwho retired from racing, albeit 
briefly, last winter) qualified equal 
fastest with Gordon Johncock’s 
Sinmast Wilcat. They both recorded 
a lap of 28.2s, or 127.66mph, the 
Smmast car doing it first. 

There was no yellow caution period 
at all during the event (that, in itself, 
is ararity) and this allowed Mosley’s 
winning average of 121.557mph to 

lify as a race record. Johncock 

ased hard in second place, ending 

up 5s the wrong side of the Eagle at 
thefinal flag. - 

Indy 500 winner Johnny Ruther- 
ford qualified his works Hy-Gain 
McLaren M16E behind Johncock 
_ and Mosley, but lost time with a long 

itstop pug the race. Then, at his 

t scheduled fuel stop, just eight 

s from the finish, his car ran out 
of fuel and had to be pushed into the 
pit. Rutherford eventually finished 
ninth, albeit seven laps down on 
Mosley. 

The other Indy star, A. J. Foyt, 


stop to change the right front tyre 

This 
occurred no fewer than three times 
before the Texan eventually quit in 
disgust. Another fancied runner, 


“ercarlo Ghinzani extended his 
lan Formula 3 Championship 
eed with a good win in his March- 
Toyota 763 at the Little Madione cir- 
cae m Italy a foreneee ago. How- 
ser, Ghinzani’s win, his second this 
peer. was made a little easier by the 
anceof Riccardo Patrese’s 
Chevron (it was back at Bolton being 
rebuilt after the Italian’s Monaco 
ieeident) and Gianfranco Brancatelli, 
o fell off while leading in his 
sedsprint works-assisted March- 
763. < — 


hats? a 


ons oz, 


= - 


Al Unser in the Parnelli-DFX finished fourth. 


Patrese is back on top 


— beats Andersson to 
retake European F3 lead 


Italy’s Riccardo Patrese hauled him- 
self back into the lead of the 
European Formula 3 championship 
in Sicily last Sunny when the 
former World karting champion beat 
arch-rival Conny dersson into 
second place. Patrese, his Trivellato 
Chevron B34 repaired after its 
Monaco contretemps, seemed well 
suited to the fast Enna-Pergusa 
circuit although Andersson’s Speed- 
rint March 763 was never far 
ehind. 


Despite the clashing fixture of an 
F3 race at the Swedish Grand Prix, 
Andersson forfeited the chance of a 
possible F1 ride with a privately run 
team to pursue his quest for the 
European series. Following his win 
at Avus several weeks ago, and 
Patrese’s retirement at that race, he 
led the series by a single point. 


Predictably the Enna event was 


Tom Sneva in the Penske McLaren, 
coasted into his pit 10 laps from 
home without petrol, while Pancho 
Carter lost the use of his clutch at 
half-distance on the works 
Jorgensen Steel Eagle. 

So, coming home third, although a 
lap down, was Bobby Unser in the 
Cobre Tire Eagle, followed by his 
brother Al who was giving the Vel’s 
Parnelli DFX turbo chassis its first 
run on a short track. 

Completing the top six finishers 
were Johnny Parsons in his Eagle (a 
further lap down) and illy 
Vukovich’s similar car, the latter 
seven laps adrift at the close. 


Ghinzani extends his lead 


ole, just 0.2s quicker than 

rancatelli and Lamberto Leoni in 
his new March-Toyota 763. Then 
came Fernando Spreafico in a new 
Chevron B34 and  Gaudenzio 
Mantova’s Ralt RT1. 

Ghinzani won the first qualifying 
heat from Mantova, while 
Brancatelli did likewise in_ his, 
beating Spreafico. In the final, Bran- 
catelli led away but he crashed, 
allowing Ghinzani through to win, 
the latter also setting fastest lap. 

was next up Mantova 


andtherest. 


dominated by Italians but there 
were a couple of “European” inter- 
lopers. 

ather than blazing sun, some- 
thing which Enna is noted for, it was 
pouring with rain before practice 
which meant that a lot of sand and 
dirt was washed onto the circuit. 
When the track dried, it became ver 
slippery and quite a few people f 
off trying to aviod the grit and stay 
on theracing line. 

Ending up quickest was former 
Formula Italia champion and F2 
refugee Lamberto Leoni in his 
March-Toyota 763. Leoni’s time of 
1m 42.84s was 3/100ths better than 
Patrese then came a gap to 
Gianfranco Brancatelli (lm 43.28s), 
Piercarlo Ghinzani (1m 43.57s), 
Sandro Pesenti-Rossi (1m 43.59s), 
Francesco Campaci (1m 43.63s) and 
Andersson (1m 438.85s), all of them in 
March-Toyotas. 


SHELLSPORT 
EUROPEAN 5000 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


Mallory Park 
Snetterton 


Oulton Park 


Driver 
David Purley 
David Magee 
Richard Scott 
Keith Holland 
Bill Gubelmann 
Alan Jones 
Divina Galica 
Norman Dickson 
John Nicholson 
Tony Rouff 
Jeremy Rossiter 
Mike Wilds 
13 John Wingfield 
John Cannon 
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PLAYER’S CANADIAN 
FORMULA ATLANTIC 
CHALLENGE 


Edmonton 
Westwood 
Gimli 


Driver 
Gilles Villeneuve 
Bill Brack 
Marty Loft 
Tom Klausler 
Price Cobb 
Bertil Roos 
Johnny Gerber 
Gordon Smiley 
Bobby Brown 
Juan Cochesa 
Tone Holmes 
Tom e 
Marcel Talbot 
Bobby Rahal U 
15 Elliott Forbes-Robinson 
Jim Crawley U 

| 17 Cliff Hansen 

18 Ted Wentz 
etc 
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SHELLSPORT 
FORMULA 3 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


iiverstone 
verstone 
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Driver 

1 Rupert Keegan 
Bruno Giacomelli 

3 Mike Young 

4 Willi Siller 
Ulf Svensson 

6 Mike Wrigley 
Richard Hawkins 
John Lain 


8 

9 Claude Cuicci 
Bob Arnott 
et 
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Brancatelli won the first heat 
leading home Andersson and Leoni 
and it was only after this that 
Andersson discovered that his rev 
counter was reading 500rpm to low, 
and had been since he took delivery 
of his new car at Mantorp last 
month. 

The second qualifying heat went to 
Patrese from Gaudenzio Mantova’s 
Ralt RT1 and Ghinzani. 

The final was delayed an hour 
because of a sudden downpour which 
left the track wet, but drying very 
quickly. Three leading drivers chose 
to start on wet tyres including 
Mantova, but it turned out to be the 
wrong choice. Brancatelli led away 
from Mantova,  Patrese and 
Andersson but the Ralt’s tyres soon 
dlls a disadvantage. and then 

rancatelli collected an errant back- 
marker. and ruined yet another 
chanceofagoodresult. 

This left Patrese to hold off 
Andersson at the finish by 2.3s, 
although the latter got the fastest 
lap at 1m 43.9s. Ghinzani was next 
up, no less than 41s behind the 
leaders but 10s in front of Campaci 
and Leoni, who virtually dead-heated 
on the line. Fernando Spreafico’s. 
Chevron completed the top six point 
point scorers. 


Mallory Park 
Snetterton 
Brands Hatch 
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Having sampled European racing 
via his Formula 2 experience at Pau, 
Gilles Villeneuve flew back home to 
Canada last week to pr epare for the 
third round of the Player's Canadian 
Formula Atlantic series at Gimli. 
And from the moment he stepped 
back into his Ecurie Canada March 
76B, Gilles was back on the winning 
idly Sa Westwood problems 
orgotten. 
Willenene: annexed pole, and led 
from flag to flag. It was his fifth At- 
lantic win in six starts this year. 
Qualifying behind the French- 
ean Til Bill Brack (the 
a) in his Chevron 
B3i, | Danie ahal’s March 76B, 
Tom Klausler’s Lola, Howdy 
Holmes’s Chevron and Hector 
Rebaque’s Lola. Further back, and 
suffering from problems, was West- 


wood winner Marty Loft, who 
couldn’t get his March 76B to 
eee: ertil Roos was having 


roblems with his Lola, while 
_ exng encountered fuel 
system problems during practice, 
was Ted Wentz who, having flown 
across from England, was having a 
race in the Pierre Phillips entered 
Lola T460 driven at the last race by 
Ton Weichmann. 

Chasing Villeneuve away at the 
start was Brack, but he spun down 
to fifth on lap 10 behind Klausler, 
Rahal and Reba ue. Chiselling away, 
Brack worked his way back into 
second place by lap 50. The gp was 
reduc by a couple of seconds to the 
leader Villeneuve (down to 8s) before 
Sa spun again! Klausler got 

ugh again, and that’s how it 
until the finish. 

Sabb Rahal survived this time to 
finish fourth ahead of Holmes and 
Juan Cochesa (Opert Chevron B34), 


i for Westivood winnt Marty Loft (foreground) and John y 


Villeneuve is’ : 
back on top 


Ted Wentz — Canadian debut 


the latter benefitting somewhat by 
the retirements of Rebaque (who lay 
fifth towards the end but had his 


engine expire) and Roos, who fell out 
with similar problems. 

As for Wentz, he worked his way 
up ee the middle order, reach- 
ing 11th before spinning on lap 23. 
This dropped him back but ney con- 
tinued to climb, finishing ninth at 
the close. A notable retirement was 
that of Elliott Forbes-Robinson in 
the Tui (ap pperently Alan McCall 
found a little money for this one 
race!), who broke a driveshaft while 
running sixth on lap 6. 


Africa 


: 
| WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP ad 
_ OF DRIVERS . 
; Driver Nat 
| 1 Niki Lauda A. 9 
2 Jody Scheckter ZA 2 
3 Patrick Depailler F 6 
| 4 Clay Regazzoni CH _ 
' § Jochen Mass D 1 
: Jacques Lafitte F — 
7 James Hunt GB _ 
' 8 Gunnar Nilsson S a 
: Hans Stuck D 3 
| 10 Tom Pryce GB 4 
Carlos Reutemann RA _ 
12 Chris Amon NZ - 
' 13 John Watson GB — 
Carlos Pace BR a 
Alan Jones AUS — 
; Emerson Fittipaldi BR _ 
| 17 Mario Andretti US _ 
Jacky Ickx B a 
| INTERNATIONAL CUP FOR 
| FORMULA 1 CONSTRUCTORS. 
Driver Nat 
| 1 Ferrari 1 9 
; 2 BET GB 6 
2 Azr McLaren ig 1 
| 2 lotus Gieet = 
March GB 3 
7 Shadow GB 4 
hee Ie 
15 Pentee a 
Surtees GB _— 
Copersucar-Fatipaidi BR — 
: Darrel: us - 
: Wot -Wihaens G8 - 
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Pearson’s sixth down 


by the ekg 


Six wins out of ten starts. That’s a 
pretty impressive record by any 
standards in motor racing, but in the 
highly competitive world of 
American Grand National NASCAR 
racing, it’s quite an achievement. 
For David Pearson and his Purolator 
Mercury, such a record came his way 
at Riverside last weekend when he 
tee the 400ks (95-lap) “road-race” 

5s from Bobby Alison s similar 
(but Penske peepenred) CAM2 spon- 
sored model. 

Despite Pearson’s domination of 
the NASCAR victory rostrum this 
season (there have been 14 races to 
date), he doesn’t lead (or come any- 
where near doing so) in the GN 
points standin s. That’s still the 

property” of Benny Parsons, who 
finished third, although a lap down, 
in his Chevelle. 

The race started with a good dice 
between Pearson, Allison and Cale 
Yarborough’ s Holly Farms Chevelle. 
It wasn’t until lap 60 that Pearson 
took the lead he was never to lose. 
Yarborough, meanwhile, en- 
countered some problems and 
dropped well back, finally finishin, 
seventh two laps down and behin 
Darrall Waltrip’s Gatorade Chevelle. 


Alnksson heads 


Supporting the Swedish Grand Prix. 


‘at Anderstorp last weekend was a 


® 


ionship Formula 3 race 
which failed to attract any of the 
British runners. They obviously 
have better things to do! The event 
was won by Hakan Alriksson in his 
Toyota-powered Ralt RT1 from 
Dutchman Boy Hayje in another 
Ralt. 

Practice had seen Alriksson on the 

ole from Ingvar  Carlsson’s 

ilsom/Van Diemen, Hayje and 
Conny Ljungfeldt’ s Rotel Viking. 
The team’s other car, driven by Eje 
Elgh, was 10th having incurred 
problems. 

Carlsson led away at the start but 


non-cham 


he had a moment at the chicane on 
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Benny Parsons — still leads 


Fourth and fifth, on the same lap 
as Parsons, were local hero Ray 
Elder’s Chevelle and Buddy Baker's 
Norris Ford Torino. It was interest- 
i Oe note that both Richard ee 
(STP Dodge) and Dave Marcis wi 
his similar Dodge both finished, al- 
though three laps adrift in ninth and 
tenth places respectively. 


Ralt quartet 


lap 2 and damaged a wishbone, 
forcin ie retirement. Ljungfeldt took 
his Viking to the fore and held the 
lead for another three laps before 
locking up (at the chicane!) and drop- 
ping down to fifth. 


This elevated Ariksson into the 
lead which he held until the end, 
beating Hayje by around 5s or so. 
Third, and closing on the Dutchman, 
was Thorkild Thyrring in his Ralt, 
while fourth, in yet another Rak, 
was Ulf Svensson. 


Ljungfeldt dropped further back, 
finding his car oversteering badly 
which caused another moment, to 
finish seventh ahead of Tommy 
Borgudd’s hired GRD and Elgh. 


Monzas 


up the 
Keyser 


Prior to ysel for the Le Mans 
24 hour race last weekend, af oe 
Mike Keyser warmed himself u up by 
winning the Mid-Ohio round o 
IMSA Camel GT series in hia 
Chevrolet Monza by a scant 0.1s. 
The guy who lost out was Al 
Holbert, also driving a Monza. 
Holbert, who blew his Porsche 
turbo at the TransAm race the week 
before, is apparently having 
problems acquiring the replacement 
be It is rumoured that Porsche 
Stateside) aren’t too keen on him 
racing his Monza in the IMSA (and 
beating the no aspirated 
Carreras). However, H is likely 
to run his Monza in the TransAm as 
well, and that could be capabie of 
beatmg the Vasek Polak turbos. 


ahead of Peer Greggs B 


7 . ~ / . 
: Having anticipated the start, Andretti gets his JPS Lotus ahead of the Elf-Tyrrell twins and Amon’s Ensign. 


Tyrrell twins trounce t 


he T2 


Scheckter wins from Depailler in repeat of 1974 Swedish result — Ferrari run broken at last — Andretti 
sets pace in JPS Lotus — Another Amon attack ends in accident — 


Report: PETE LYONS — 


Mario Andretti set the second fastest prac- 
tice time — some say the fastest; refreshing. 
He got into the first corner first — many say 
he jumped the start, but it was worth only a 
length or two and he rapidly pulled out far 
more; most refreshing. His John Player 
Special turned best race speed on lap 11 — 
wonderfully refreshing — and then Andretti 
simply controlled the gap back to his pur- 


suers as he pleased for another 20-odd laps. _ 


Then John Player Team Lotus’s brightest 
day in two years darkened. The engine went 
eff, the car gradually lost ground, and at 45 
laps down it belched out smoke and stopped. 

Jody Scheckter took pole position, pur- 
sued Andretti’s surprise getaway as best he 
could, drove spectacularly hard early on and 
opened a gap of his own on the next man; all 
refreshing stuff. When victory was pre- 


sented him. wreathed in oily smoke, Jody © 


Race data: ALAN PHILLIPS — 


settled into a careful regular run to the 
finish, leading home his Elf-Tyrrell team- 
mate Patrick Depailler to the F1 world’s 
most refreshing victory in over a year — and 
it was almost as satisfying a victory for the 
Project 34 six-wheeler as when the same two 
drivers scored the type 007’s first success at 
this same circuit two years before. 

Chris Amon qualified the Ensign third on 
the grid and was running fourth early in the 
race, visibly closing on Depailler; that 
refreshment turned nasty when the cars 
front suspension broke and pitched it 
straight on into the barriers, but Chrissy got 
out with no more damage than a sore right 
foot and another fright. Gunnar Nilsson 
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qualified a fine sixth; he unfortunately 
blackened Lotus’s day by throwing it all 
away on the third lap right in front of the 
pits. But for McLaren, James Hunt drove a 
strong race and finally finished in the 
points, four seconds behind the Ligier 
(Jacques Laffite) and one ahead of the 
second Ferrari (Clay Regazzoni). The 
Swedish GP was in many ways a fine race. 
Oh — you want to know about Niki Lauda, 
don’t you? Well, he came in third, HIS 
WORST RESULT OF THE YEAR, after 
starting fifth. He wasn’t able to do more 
than run in a sixth position at the start, and 
only benefitted by proxy as others had 
trouble. He’s still going to be World Cham- 
pion, let’s face it. He’s still going to ipo the 
floor with the rest of them at 
But Anderstorp was 2 lovely refreshing 
reprieve. A most welcome weekend. 
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“Man, when that gear stripped, I tell ya, I was 
goin’ outa my mind. First ten minutes im the last 
session and I’m first, just about, and then I’m 
sittin’ in the pits and I’m fallin’ to about fifteenth. 
I was ready to go, ya know? It’s like you had a 
dog and you chained him up here and you threw 
five pounds of meat over there, ya know what I 
mean?” 

Mario Andretti, second to Patrick Depailler 
after the first session on Friday, second to Niki 
Lauda after the second. More than ready to be 
first in this last one on Saturday. 

“T told ya this car was good. I told ya in Brazil 
it was gonna be, and I told ya in Zolder. We’re 
just able to demonstrate it’s good, finally, that’s 
all. We're gettin’ it right and we’re gettin’ able to 
run it a lot. This is about the first time I’ve been 
able to run hard the whole time. The car’s just 
doin’ what it’s capable of doin’.”’ 

Third gear has stripped, the gear most in use on 
this rather peculiar track of Anderstorp, and for 
long precious minutes Mario is chamed down in 
the pits. But the John Player Team Lotus 
mechanics are just as hungry as he is, they can 
smell that meat, and they pet the box together 
and him out onto the track before the end of the 
session. There isn’t much time left, but it should 
be enough. 

“An’ then the goddam front frame broke, the 
one that holds the nose, ya know? It was saggin’ 
down more and more and I was gettin’ more and 
more wing on the front and it was oversteerin’ 
more ’n more — man, that was a panic last five 
laps, I’m tellin’ ya.” 

A half-dozen other people in the pits, consulted 
later by Colin Chapman, agreed with the Lotus 
watch that yes, they’d got Andretti at about 1m 
25.4s. That would have made him fastest, by two 
lengths, to Scheckter. But halfway around the 
Anderstorp circuit is where the officials do their 
timing, and their computer said Mario’s best was 
lm 26.008. You caa’t argue with computers any 
more than you can officials. Team Lotus had to 
accept second place on the grid to Elf Team 


treil. 
What’s going on here! 
This is the Ferrari Era. We always talk about 
Ferraris first, tell about their troubles (few) and 
their speed . (great) and now that James 


Hunt/McLaren seem to have lost their initial edge’ 


we've been lining the grid up behind the World 
Champion every Sunday afternoon. 

Watching the grid form up under threatening 
skies in Sweden last Sunday afternoon was to 
experience disorientation. It was like tuning in a 
favourite TV programme and realizing after a 
couple of minutes that you’d got the day wrong. 


Niki Lauda? On the third row? What year is this, 


anyway? 

ut it was refreshing, certainly. It was a nice 
little break to §° to Sweden in the middle of a long 
dusty year and have the day go cold and the gri 
order go funny and be abke to stand there and not 
really know who was going to win. It'll be back to 
normal in the south of France, but meanwhile let’s 
enjoy this peculiar new programme we've tuned 
in. 


John Day’s model grid, set up in the press tent, 
told the obvious story of Horses for Courses. On 
the long two-by-two row you could see how, really, 
if you had the right car you were well placed and if 
you didn’t it didn’t matter who you were. Up at 
the front, striking an average, were the i pe 
and the JPSs with the Ensign — yes, the Ensign 
— mixing in by itself. The Ferraris were well 

laced, but nothing like dominant, and then in 
eccnding order of suitability for the circuit one 
came across the Ligier-Matra, the McLarens, the 
Marches (Ronnie Peterson showing as much 
superiority over his trio of fellows as he could 
ibly show) the Brabhams and the Shadows. 

ose were all run-of-the-mill cars around 
Anderstorp, not performing disgracefully and 
certainly bemg driven well; but they weren’t in 
the running. Behind them came the last unhappy 
class, the new Penske (lapping more quickly than 


the old version but still not well, here), the two- 


Surtees, the Fittipaldi and the others., The back 
half on any ou is not a cheerful place, excuses 
are thicker than exhaust fumes back there, but 
never more clearly was it shown than at this 
circuit this time that it is the match of the car to 
the circuit which counts most these days. Which 
is not a comfort, but it is a spark of hope. All you 
need to from the back to the front are brains, 
time, and money. 

Anderstorp, as we know, is a strange circuit 
(placed in context of the majority of other 
circuits, that is; the Anderstorp Racmg Club 


> 
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Which way does the wind blow for March? Merzario tries to tell as he passes Jones's Surtees (above). 
Will it ever go right for Amon (below)? 
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thinks it’s a fine circuit!). If more circuits had 
long, banked corners more F1 cars would go well 
there. More cars would turn into the corners 
without understeering, and more would power out 
of the ends of the corners without oversteering. 
Fewer drivers would go on and on about their cars 
being “impossible to drive, just impossible.” 

If you look at the grid, your mind’s ear will 
readily hear which drivers were saying that. It 
was really the story of practice, and while there 
were the odd mechanical and personal disasters 
(for which read ‘‘excuses’”) which made minor 
relative adjustments in the order of the also-rans, 
they were still also-rans and they did get onto the 


grid. 

So let’s have a holiday. Normally at this point in 
a report we fill up pages with blow by blow 
accounts of how Xavier would have gone quicker 
except his front wishbones were the wrong 
material, and Yuri almost took pole except his 
engine torque curves were bent the wrong way, 
while Zapata was suffering the after-effects of his 
team manager coming home unexpectedly; one 
gets tired of reading excuses. Anderstorp had the 
pele to give us an unexpected race this time. 

t’s enjoy it. The reader is referred to Alan 
Phillips’s data panels for details of who-drove- 
what-and-how-fast. So see page 14, please. 


RACE 


rane 
Another well-known peculiarity of Anderstorp is 
that the pits and starting line are at opposite ends 
of the 23-mile lap. The usual procedure here is that 
the field does a warmup lap, gathers by the pits in 
al order, and then drives round Kone ly in 

ation to the starting line, where the flag 
sends them off after a few seconds’ pause. 

The morning had been promising sunlight, but 
== noon it was darkening, and in chilly wind under 
dense grey clouds the dignitary with the green 
See did a few practice flag-waves while he waited 
for his grid to appear. He held the flag .pointed 
dewn at the track at his feet, raised it with a 
smart, if deliberate, motion, and then whipped it 
down. Good, doit again. Right. Here they come. 

“Man, I tell ya, 1 didn’t jump the start. This is 
Formula 1, man, you don’t fool around. I didn’t 
move til that flag did, I saw it come up and then I 

the hammer. We all got goin’ at the same 
time. 


Goodyears under the Gislaved Bridge. Hunt leads Peterson and Pace in the bestand longes t-las ting Wise . fthe race. 


Some races are started with an up-stroke of the 
flag; that’s when Mario moved. He definitely was 
well under way by the time the flag reversed and 


started down, and it was that that made outraged - 


officialdom dock him a minute. 

Not that either “the jumped start” or the 
penalty made any real difference either way. 

The track was greasy — more than one car was 
said to have been dropping oil on the warmup lap 
— and for a moment Andretti’s dropped hammer 


Depailler had Amon to cope with for 38 laps. 


came to nothing in useless wheelspin. It was said 
later that for a long instant all the drivers on the 
grid looked around at each other inquiringly, as if 
to say, well, we're racing, why aren't we moving? 
Then they began to forge ahead. 

The black-and-gold JPS got a bite and spurted 
forward; alongside the blue-and-chartreuse (ugh!) 
Tyrrell waggled its tail and lagged. Down into the 
banking of the first corner it was Andretti ahead, 
just by a length or so, from Scheckter. It was 
Depailler’s Tyrrell feeding in third from Amon’s 
red Ensign, Nilsson’s JPS beating Lauda’s 
Ferrari (a Ferrari beaten in a drag-race!) and then 
came Laffite in the Ligier-Matra and so on. 

On around the circuit they poured, all 26 
getting away properly, two, three, four corners, 
until the Karrussel where, in the midst of the back 
bunch, one car spurted straight on. It was 
Watson’s new Citibank Penske PC4..It had gone 
better than the older model, but it hadn’t gone as 
well as in testing the week before, handling 
desperately badly (at one point in practice 
Watson was seen sitting forlornly on the ground 
with his head in his hands — ‘‘Yes,” he said, “‘it’s 
really that bad.”) causing grim expressions and 
curt remarks about if-we-knew-what-was-wrong- 
don’t-you-suppose-we’d-fix-it? Now on the first 
lap the throttles suddenly jammed at full bore and 
the car went into the fences, slam. Damage heavy, 
driver OK. 

Yards further on around the corner, after the 
others streamed through, Reutemann’s Brabham- 
Alfa took the pte entry lane and stopped for a 
minute. Carlos had been ae along reasonably 
well in practice, but in Saturday morning’s un- 
timed session he went through the chicane at the 
end of the steaieat slowly with Scheckter coming 
up fast behind. The Brabham kept well to the left 
at the exit, and the Tyrrell whipped by on the 
inside of the exit — but it fishtailed. The tail of the 
six-wheeler slipped to the left, oscillated to the 
right, and then came back to the left again. To the 
disbelieving Reutemann it appeared that ‘‘Jod 
forgot his back wheels are wider than his front”’, 
for the Tyrrell’s. fat left rear bumped: the 
Brabham’s right front. Jody, fighting the 
steering, says he never felt anything touch, but 
Carlos was bunted diagonally sideways straight 
at the grandstand wall. 

There was just no space or time available to 
correct, and the Martini car lost its left rear 


comer in an explosion of bits of and 
shreds of plastic-sheeted foam coker Shegbale” 
(protecting the wall) and 2 rear 
wheel By the time Scheckter came evan agem. 
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Regazzoni overcame a case of wheel vibration and moved up past Pace and Peterson for a point by the end. 


Reutemann was standing on the track alongside 
his wrecked car, making gestures of hurt inquiry. 
Jody responded with gestures of shocked 
surprise. 

Anyway, this was the T-car he was using in the 
race, and it had misfired on the warmup lap. A 
hasty change of spark box didn’t do the job, and 
now at the end of half of the first lap Reutemann 
was in the pits. He did one more slow lap, just 
ahead of the advancing field, before retiring for 


Nilsson’s moment of glory, holding fifth place in his first Swedish GP, lasted twolaps.... 


good. 
It was Andretti in the lead for sure, still closely 
_ followed by Scheckter and Depailler and the rest 
this time, but by the end of the second lap the JPS 
had pulled out a cushion of about 1.8s. It was 
‘looking doubly good for Team Lotus, with Nilsson 
charging along still ahead of the World Champion 
as he came around by the pits to complete lap 23 
— oops. There is a very tight 90 deg eft-hander 
onto the pits straight, and wouldn't you know 


that Gunnar’s disgrace would happen at.the very 
feet of Colin Chapman. BANG, tail-first into the 
pit wall. They say that The Old Man wouldn't 
speak to his lad for quite a while. 

Pity his inaugural Swedish GP had to end that 
way, especially after his dramatic ‘“‘comeback”’ in 

ractice, The first day had been virtually wholly 
ost with a persistent misfire from the “RITA” 
ignition which finally only an engine change 
cured. Gunnar moved up to sixth overall by 
Saturday afternoon, and said he could have gone 
faster still had he had time to tune out a giant 
oversteer. His time was gone because of running 
out of fuel on the circuit in the last hour. 

At the end of five laps Andretti had 2.6s on 
Scheckter, and the pattern was coming clear. 
Depailler was following along as a- Project 34 two- 
three, while Amon was keeping in sight if not 
exactly in touch. Lauda was now fifta, agam 
alone, while back in sixth was Laffite leading the 
first actual pack of cars: Hunt’s, Peterson’s, 
Pace’s, and Regga’s. There was a further gap 
gradually developmg to where Brambilla had just 
overtaken Mass, while the Jarier and Pryce cars 


_ came along closely behind leading Jones and the 


pair of ‘‘B-team” Marches of Merzario (going well 

with a new chassis this weekend) and Stuck. 

Things began to trail off behind that, with Ertl, 

Leclare and Perkins ahead of an odd scr ata 

cal struggle between Fittipaldi, Kessel an 
unger. 

Kessel was out of it almost immediately, when 
at the exit of the first corner his BT44 turned 
abrupaay to the inside and crunched. This brought 
a rather unhappy RAM weekend to a close; both 
his car and newcomer Jac Nellemann’s had been 
stranded at various times at various places 
around the circuit during practice with things like 
ignition trouble. The Dane, trying to qualify for 
his first F1 race (total previous experience: a few 
laps in the car in the rain the week before!) had 
suffered through four changes of spark box in his 
initial car, the team’s BT42. Then he was put into 
the 44 for Saturday — and ~ tly came to rest 
on the circuit yet again. “I don’t know, it must be 
me that makes the car keep cutting out — perhaps 
I’m radioactive!” 

Fittipaldi’s weekend was better only im the 
sense that he got to start the race — and stop it at 
his own volition. “We realize now we should have 
retained the old suspension for this circuit,” said 
his designer as the team packed up. Emerson had 
oe been called in and retired after ten laps, ten 

which followed two days of 2 total of 
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SWEDISH GRAND PRIX 


continued 


adhesion of the front tyres. After trying every- 
thing else in the way of a fix the front anti-roll bar 
was disconnected. Still the car was going round 
corners on full positive lock, quite a startling sight 
to see, and rather than uselessly ruin set after set 
of Mr Goodyear’s best the car was signalled in 
and put into the transporter. “Back to Paul 
Ricard.” 

Ertl dropped a few places when he spun exitin 
the first corner. This damaged his nose wing an 
he stopped for a replacement. Leclere, after 
leakng and smoking something for a while, 
stopped with his engine seized just past the finish 
line. Stuck was beginning to lag, the car 
apparently understeering, but Merzario was 
forging ahead and overtook Jones. Alan there- 
upon executed a sort of half-spin at the first 
corner and damaged his nose on the kerbing at the 
apex, losing much of the damwork which had been 
painstakingly applied during practice to prevent 
understeer. Brambilla did a similar sort of 
manoeuvre at the “90” with similar results, the 
“chin’’ of his nosepiece subsequently Dre ub: 
Perkins dropped into the pits to change his front 
tyres, and then after rejoining retired with engine 
trouble. 

So it wasn‘t exactly a dull parade, for all of 
Andretti’s efforts to make it that way. “I could 
pull out a second a lap on those guys any time I 
wanted to, and when I ao to about eight, ten 
seconds I cooled it and held it at that. The car felt 
good, just the way I likeit.” 

Mario set the fastest we of the race on number 
11, 1m 28.002s. For another 20-odd laps then he 
had a comfortable race, the John Player Special 
driver master of the situation completely. Only a 
few factors bore watching. Like the weather, 
which at this stage looked to be brightening a 
little — would the sun shine out between the 
heavy grey rolls and alter the track conditions, as 


Does it still look funny? The six-wheeler’s a winner now. 


Hunt was on form on race day, making up for a total o 
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they altered last year? Or like Harald Ertl, who 
had rejoined in the middle of the pack and was 
now energetically helping himself to a race with 
his fellow countryman Stuck, who actually was a 
lap or so ahead — would the sun-of-a-gun carry 
this so far as to trip other people up? When 
Andretti came around to filter through them 
both, Ertl responded to the blue flag and went 
wide through a corner, but chopped back down to 


the inside once the JPS had gone through almost . 


desperately, as if letting Stuck slip through too 
would constitute ultimate dishonour! 

Or like Andretti’s engine, who unbeknown to 
anyone but him was gong off-song. Around the 
30th lap Mario felt a loss of power, the kind of loss 
which could be explained by one Nelveupug 
coming loose from its stem. “I knew right then 
wasn’t gonna win the thing. All I could do was try 
to hang onto it aslong asI could...” 

All anyone else could see was that Scheckter 
was suddenly and visibly closing the gee. Jody’s 
driving, which in the early stages had been very 
hard indeed, now picked up again, and with fat 
back wheels hung well out he pushed the four 
little front ones closer and closer. It looked like 
last year’s race, when Lauda towards the end 
began closing on Reutemann. More GPs should 
have periods of dramatic turnabout like this. 

But not like this: Chris Amon had been hard 
after Depailler all the while, still keeping him in 


sight, even closing a little. As he came rushing _ 


along the finishing straight to complete 38 laps 
and lined up for the next corner and put on the 
brakes, “Everything seemed normal for about 30, 
40 yards. Then it felt sort of like I had about half 
braking, and as I turned into the corner the car 
started to turn and then it went straight. I can re- 
member something sort of fluttering at the left 
front, and I have an impression that the left front 
wheel wasn’t steering. But I can’t really say for 


sure, it all happened so bloody quickly.” 
Racing cars when they stay on line for lap after 
lap almost seem to be going slowly. They look pro- 
and one often — too 


perly attached to the roa 


f six spins in practice with two points in the race. Here he leads Peterson and Pace. 


often — becomes complacent about their stayin 
there. But when they leave it as the Ensign did 
straight-on off the outside, tyres laying only faint 
prey marks through the gravel off the line as they 

ardly slow the a at all before it plunges onto 
the grass, the speed seems to jump by magni- 
tudes. MNO5 whisked through two rows of 
fencing as-if they were paper trying to restrain a 
bullet, and mushroomed itself on the stout guard- 
rail behind them at a very acute angle. It was 
terribly violent. There was a loud CRUMP and. 
then silence like a plug had been pulled. 

For a second, two seconds, three, Chris Amon’s 
head was still. It was upright, but it was still. 
Then it bent forward, his shoulders moved, his 
belts came flying up, and he hopped out. All of 
him, legs and ankles and feet and all, still 
attached. That was a relief. 

Had he been stunned for a moment, uncon- 
scious? “No, it was just that I was sitting there 
sort of taking in the fact I was still alive.” 

The JPS’s biggest problem was getting through 
traffic. Formerly it had been not much choubler 
but now, with the engine not pulling, it got 
harder. ‘“‘They’d see me comin’ and pull over, but I 
couldn’t get by ’em before the corners. You could 
see ’em look in the mirror and kinda say, ‘OK, the 
hell with you” and they’d chop me goin’ into the 
corner.” Closer and closer came the Tyrrell — to 
within 3s on lap 42 as Andretti finally got clear of 
a cluster. Next time around it was over 4s, and to 

et through the same cluster Scheckter had to 

ock his wheels up, puff, and shake his fist. Next 
time it was under four again, and both men were 
in the clear for a lap. 

At 45 down Andretti was getting by another 
car, and this one kept well away from him in the 
second corner, but at that eee instant the JPS 
spewed out a huge cloud of white smoke. DAMN! 

The engine lasted on around the next few 
corners, but in the middle of each one it plumed 
out more smoke, and it was smoking and mis- 
firing past the pits; and in the first turn after the 
pits Mario gave in tothe inevitable. As Jody came 
around, avoiding the smoke, he overtook the J PS 
as it slowed and turned off into a slip road oppo- 
site the pits. 

The race was over, long live the race. Here was 
Project 34 going around one-two now, Derek 
Gardner’s twelve-wheeled brainchild seeing off 
Enzo Ferrari’s flat-twelve as if new laws of 
physics had come into force. It was just as nice a 
victory (due allowance for retirements) as when 
the same designer’s 007 had won its first race, 
one-two from pole, at the same circuit two years 
before. 

“The car’s very good at turning in, at braking 
and turning in”, said Jody during practice. ~Then 
stosriupr Rttie, ead hes: han ae 

ga litt. t yoo put the power 
on it starts oversteermg: wel. thats 
that’s what you want.” As for seed gimme the 
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Andretti was penalized a minute for start-jumping, but he claimed that anyway he had the ability to 


pull out those 60 seconds and more in the 72-lap race. 


straight, you could see members of the team 
wanting to say, Yes, it’s very fast, but they 
couldn’t bring themselves to actually claim it. 
We'll have to see about that at Ricard. 

Why was Jody a bit faster than Patrick this 
time round Anderstorp, whereas last year he had 
been hopelessly slower? Well, he said modestly, 
Patrick’s been trying a lot of different combina- 
tions during practice while I don’t believe in going 


testing while you’re trying to qualify, you want to. 


get the car as right as you can and then simply go. 

He did try one interesting experiment during 
practice— seeing how long it took his crewmen to 
notice his car had converted itself into a five- 
wheeler. Read it in his column. 

That leaves us with, let’s see, oh yes, the World 
Champion. There he was having profited from 
trouble of others to inherit third place. (makes 
refreshing reading, doesn’t this!) It was a pretty 
decent third place, for it was comfortable and un- 
challenged; the other Super-Twelve of Laffite was 
in its turn somewh xt clear now of all the rest, but 
it wasn’t a threat to the Ferrari. It was only the 
Elf-Tyrrells with their Cosworth Ford Eights that 
made the Ferrari look slow. (Lovely, isn’t it!) 

How was the Ferrari going at Anderstorp? “It’s 
going as good asit should be.” Lauda spits out his 
sentences between bites of thinking. “It’s over- 
steering-and-understeering like all the others, but 
you expect that here, you set up the car in a 
compromise and just drive it.” His driving looked 


as smooth as usual, with just the odd twitch of. 


the back wheels sideways; how hard was he 
trying? 

“I’m trying bloody hard! If you were inside 
you'd think it was bloody impressive! I don’t 
drive the car sideways because I happen to think 
it’s no good, it’s a waste, you get nothing. So 
Lauda’s a wanker. If I drove like Tom Pryce and 
was the World Champion, oh, I’d be fantastic, a 
hero. But if I drove like Tom Pryce I wouldn't be 
World Champion.” 


Oooh, testy. Tom’ll have a thing or two to say. 


about if-he-had-a-Ferrari-to-drive-etc. But this 
mood came at the end of a between-sessions 
discussion about —journalists-who-don’t-like- 
Lauda and just before the final session of 
parted Niki had wound up the Friday 
uickest, but the track was significantly faster on 
aturday and so were several other drivers, and 
there. wasn’t the nowadays-normal sense of 
confidence under the sign of the Prancing Horse. 
Regazzoni had sprayed the Friday afternoon 
track with oil, and had used both his own car and 


the spare. Now, after the Saturday morning 
session, Niki’s car was beginning to fade. “I have - 


to put my job first, and my job is to go out now 
and get on the pole. But I don’t know if I can do it. 
My engine’s getting tired.” 

On race day, colder than practice, his tyre 
temperatures in the brief morning session weren 3 
coming up. “They're twenty degrees below what 


race started Lauda found that. even when the 
iniial oily surface cleared up, the T2 was 
scratching for a grip. The understeer-m/oversteer- 
out situation was much worse. There was no help 
for it. Niki Lauda was gomg to fmish no better 
than third. 

Towards the end of the race things picked up 
quite a bit at the back. There had been a good, 
stirring, race-long run to watch between Hunt and 
Peterson, both men driving their er gaia 
handling and badly gripping cars hard and w 
Toward the end azzoni, whose front 
suspension was vibrating from a thrown wheel 
weight, put on pressure. Closer he came 
to Ronnie, closer came Ronnie to James, and 
closer if anything came James to Laffite. Pretty 
good midfield dicing. At the end of the race at the 
end of the back straight, just before the chicane, 
Regga had the final discourtesy to take away 
Ronnie’s sixth place with a lunge to the inside. 
But James had been fighting “OVERSTEER” as 
well as Peterson all the way, and managed not to 
be phased by the mere addition of one Regazzoni. 

Pace, his engine just not picking up out of the 
corners, had faded away from this bunch before 
the end-play, although he was able to keep the’ 
surviving Martini Brabham-Alfa on the winner's 
lap. Pryce lost out on that honour, his car 
starting to run low on petrol in the last eight laps, 
but he did come home better Shadow driver — 
Jarier had gone down the chicane escape road a 
couple of times while spiritedly attacking Mass 
most of the race. It was good to see both the 

eing DN5s finish, as they did at Monaco, now 

they have to do is recapture last year’s speed. 
(“It was handling good,” said Pryce, “it just 
wasn’t holding the road.”’) 

The pair of Surtees cars likewise were running, 
both of them understeerin strongly, the last of 
the 14 actual finishers. Merzario’s eye-opening 
race had brought him up from 19th on the grid to 
ninth near the end, but it went for naught when 
literally on the last lap around the circuit, half of 
it away from the flag, he veered off into the pits 
road: engine broken. 

The pseudo-dice between the two Germans had 
long since been resolved. Stuck stopped when his 
engine sounded bad; a checkover in the pits 
disclosed merely a broken exhaust pipe and he 
rejoined, but ten laps later he retired with the 
engine gone for real. Ertl, at the tail of the actual 
race, did it wrong at the corner pean the pits and 
got his Hesketh stuck in the sand. 

The promise of sun turned into clouds darker 
and damper than any yet, and in fact a very light 
sprinkle of rain occurred, but it didn’t affect 
any cue —- 

h — it’s over. Well, folks, the Swedish Grand 
Prix is finished and done with. Pretty good in 
many ways, quite a change in some respects, but 
you have to stretch it a bit to turn it into a new 
shape for the season. Two free weekends now 
before the French. Going to be an extra week for 
testing, and a lot of teams are going to take 
advantage of it. We’d all like to see another 
refreshing race at Ricard, and now the Ferran 
string is broken at last (“Officially!” comes the 
cry from Colnbrook) maybe, just maybe some evil 


misfortune will stay the hand of victory from 


replacing the crown on Lauda’s head — for a race 
or two, yet, anyway. 
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Scheckter demonstrates that after 15 months off the victory rostrum he hasn’t forgotten a winner’s gestures. Lauda lookes on approvingly, Depailler studies 


the technique. : 
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ANDERSTORP, Sweden: Well, we’ve done it! 
Our firstever Grand Prix win with the six-wheeler. 
And not just a win, but a win from pole position 
on the grid. And if that doesn’t wipe the smile 
from the faces of those who thought the six- 
wheeler was an Elf publicity stunt, I don’t know 
what will! 

That I was delighted goes without saying. And 
with Patrick in second place to make it a neat one- 
two, we had the faces of the entire team wreathed 
in smiles. 

The start of the race was like watching a slow 
motion film. Mario Andretti, next to me on the 
front row in the JPS Lotus, anticipated the start. 
Perhaps anticipated is the wrong word. He 
dropped his clutch while the starters flag was still 
on the way up. And then, the strangest sight: 
before I Bone’ my clutch, I could see Andretti 
two car-lengths ahead of me, standing still with 
his wheels spinning and the engine revving hard 
on therev limiter. 

My wheels spun, and I sat stationary too. The 
circuit was very slippery and overnight rain had 
made it even more so. It could only have been for 
split seconds, but it seemed like minutes. We both 
sat there, wheels spinning and going nowhere! 
Suddenly Mario’s wheels gripped and he was 
away. Mine gripped too, and I followed after him. 

Mario pu out an 8-second lead in the first 
half dozen laps, and there wasn’t anything I could 
do about it. It crossed my mind that he might get 
a one minute penalty for the jumped start, but in 
the absence of any pit signals telling me that this 
was the case I had to assume that there was no 
penalty. : 

Going through traffic — lapping the back- 
markers — I was able to close some of the gap, to 
about 4 seconds. My car had a:slight understeer 
condition during the first 15 laps, which 
hampered me a little on this circuit, which 
demands a neutral-handling car. But I knew that, 
as the race wore on and the fuel load lightened, 
the car would revert to neutral. Just as this began 
to happen and as I began to close more on 
Andretti, I saw puffs of smoke coming from the 
back of his engine. 

Within a cone of laps I was past him and then 
he was out with an engine failure. And there I was 
sitting in the lead. My pit signals told me that 


Derek Gardner oversees his multi-wheeled brain-child during practice. 


Patrick was in second place and that I had a com- 
fortable 18-second advantage over him. From 
then onwards I was ableto run the race at my own 
pace. 

That may sound easy, and a relaxed way to run 
a race. But I can assure you that, while it isn’t 
physically demanding, it’s sheer mental torture. 

When the pressure is off, you've nothing to do 
but to maintain the pee and listen to the engine 
and feel the car. And you hear every little noise. 
You listen to the engine like it’s your own heart 


Se 
iis 


at. 

Lap after lap, you sit there remembering all the 
little things that have gone wrong in the past. 
And praying that they won’t happen today. I felt 
that what had happened to Andretti could easily 
happen to me. I really wanted this win, and I did 
just about everything I could think of to ensure 
that it didn’t get away from me. 

Lapping people I was super-cautious. Anders- 
torp is a circuit where just about every corner is 
taken in third gear. That puts a tremendous 
strain on that gear, so I decided to preserve third 
as much as possible. 

I would take the corners in third gear, but 
instead of accelerating hard coming out I’d take 
fourth gear very early. It sounds odd to say that 
when you're lapping at an average speed of about 
160kmh you can nurse a car. But that’s what I 
was doing, nursing it, determined to finish and 
maintain my lead. It was my fourth Grand Prix 
win and one I’d waited a full season for. There was 
no way I was going to throw it away by working 
the car to a standstill. 

After 72 laps of the 4kms circuit, the flag came 
out and I heaved an almighty sigh of relief. The 
car had run like a watch — I’d scored our first- 
ever six-wheel victory and, as if to underline the 


point, there was Patrick in second place. A great 


tribute to Derek Gardner and what is the most 
radical design in modern Grand Prix racing since 
John Cooper was the first man to put engines in 
the back of cars. ery 

While the race might be described as unevent- 
ful, the two days of practice went to the other 
extreme. On the first day I had one of the 
strangest and most humorous incidents of my 
career. 

On the exit of the chicane, after the long, fast 
straight, I was doing about 230kmh when I felt 
the front of the car go a bit spongey. Maybe a duff 
shock absorber, or a slow puncture, I thought. 

I looked through one of the little perspex 
windows cut into the high sides of the bodywork 
so that I can see the front wheels, and there 
staring mein the face was a stationary brake disc. 

A hub had snapped, and I’d lost one of the tiny 
front wheels! 

And the only reaction I had was a feeling of 
spon i hank f that had happened on a conven- 
tional four-wheel car I’d have been off into the 
bushes before I’d known what was happening. 
Instead, I drove round to the pits amazed at the 
amount of control that I still had over the five- 
wheeled car. 

I coasted into my pit and decided to sit there and 
wait for the reaction. Derek came over and knelt 
beside my cockpit and asked quite simply, 
“‘How’s it going, everything all right?” I nodded. 
Ken appeared and we were engaged in a normal 
conversation when one of the mechanics came 
across. I wasn’t really listening to the conversa- 
tion. My time was taken up keeping a straight 
face and watching the expressions on the faces of 
theteam. . 

A look of complete disbelief crossed my 
mechanic’s face. He looked quickly around as if to 
see if someone else had beaten him to it, and re- 
moved the wheel. And only then, when he drew 
attention to the lack of one wheel, did the rest of 
the team become awareof the problem. : 

There was a point when I thought Ken would 
wave me out to continue with practice. I’d made 
my mind up that if this happened I’d beckon him 
over and quietly ask for another wheel to be 
fitted. 

My other practice incident also happened at the 
chicane. I came across Carlos Reutemann going 
rather slowly at the exit of the chicane and had to 
deviate from the fast line onto the dirty part of 
the track in order to avoid him. The back of my 
car got a little out of shape on the fine the of 
dust, and my back wheel apparently just clipped 
his front wheel. 

It was such a gentle touch that I didn’t even 
feel it. And it wasn’t until the next time around 
that I realised what had happened. Carlos’s 
Brabham-Alfa was tangled in the catchfence. I 
made my peace with Carlos and there was no ill 
feeling there, and the subsequent Stewards 
enquiry absolved me of blame. It was just one of 
those unfortunate racing accidents. ; 

Anderstorp certainly proved that one of the six- 
wheeler’s advantages is its straight-line speed. 
But it was also noticeable that it also scored on its 
turning-in speed to corners after the braking. 

The next stop is Paul Ricard for the French GP, 
another very fast circuit which should sui our 
new Elf-Tyrrell. We have the satisfaction of 
having broken Ferrari’s non-stop dommation of 
this season’s race wins. The big questia= Bow is, 
can we maintain our Ferrarr stg form? Qn 


of Jim Clark 


Following their two rather disas- 
trous showings on the Welsh and the 
Scottish, Leyland Cars have with- 
drawn their two TR7 entries from 
the next round of the RAC Cham- 
ionship, the Jim Clark Memorial, on 
uly 3. This decision is not entirely 
unexpected as there are clearly some 
major problems to solve in the 
design and engineering field, and 
these requirements, coupled to 
' Leyland’s commitment to _ the 
Texaco Tour of Britain (to which the 
pany attach great a el 
hich takes place the following 
| weekend after the Jim Clark, make 
' another TR7 appearance before the 
' Burmah in August unrealistic. 
| Abingdon are currently involved 
' with the preparation of two new 
' Sprints for the Tour (Brian’s car will 
| be the one in which he contested the 
Lucien Bianchi recently in Belgium) 
and with Pat Ryan now temporarily 
| without a car (the ex-Tony Pond 
Dolomite is finally at the end of its 
tether) there will be no official 
Leyland participation at the Jim 
Clark. 


The TR7 problems are not con- 
fined to the much publicised engine 
dramas which have dogged the car’s 
competition history to date. Since all 
three ‘types’ of engine; Broadspeed, 
Don Moore and Abingdon, have 
_ suffered unconnected failures in the 
' two rallies so far entered, one can 

perhaps assume that the latest in- 
creases in- power are stressing the 
largely standard components in the 
engine (eg: the cylinder block etc) 
more than had been previously 
realized. However, Leyland seem 
confident of sorting out these 
problems. Their other main area of 
concern is the back axle (the location 
of which is almost completely 
standard) and although pre-com- 
petition testing went well, one could 
again assume that the increased 
' power of the rally engines are 
' showing up weaknesses in the 
location which results in axle tramp 
and lack of traction. 
| Meanwhile Leyland seem to have 
' an excellent chance of winning the 
Tour of Britain and their two drivers 
are positively drooling at the chance 
to just that. 


The entry for the Moroccan Rally, 
the sixth round of the World Rall: 

Championship for Makes, whic 

takes place docina the final week in 
June, now stands at 101 cars. 
Numerically at the very least, 
Peugeot must start as favourites, as 
no less than 35 of the 101 entrants 
are competing in this French 
marque. In addition, among the 
works team, they have three past 
winners of the event in Jean Pierre 
Nicholas (twice in 1968 and 1974); 
Hannu Mikkola (1975) and Simo 
Lampinen in 1972 with a_ Lancia 
Fulvia. Fiat have entered three 
Abarth 131s for Alen, Baccheli and 
Verini while Ford (Boreham) have of 
course two cars’ for Timo 
Makinen/Henry Liddon and Roger 


Points revisited 


And now for something totally 
different ... the correct RAC cham- 


pionship oints followin the 
Scottish Rally: Russell Brookes 46; 
Roger Clark 45; Ari Vatanen 43; 
Pentti Airikkala 26; Billy Coleman 
23; Tony Drummond and Andy 
Dawson 19; Chris Sclater 16; Tony 
Fall 15 and Will Sparrow 11. 

Group One: Robin Eyre Maunsell 
5t- im McRae 39; Ronnie 
McCartney 32; Tony Pond and 
Gavin Waugh 30; Henry Inurrieta 
25; Pat Ryan 12; Stewart Robertson 
11; John McAlorum 9; Ian Gemmell, 
Chris Field and John Lyons 8. 

The two GI classes are respec- 
tively led by Gavin Waugh and 
Robin Eyre Maunsell; while the three 
classes for cars falling within G2-G5 
are respectively led by Vincent 
Finlayson, drew Cowan and 
Russell Brookes. 


@ The Sixty and Worcestershire 
Motor Club’s Wyvern Stages Rally, 
a counter in the AWMMC and 
WAMC’s_ stages championships 
which was postponed from 11th 
April, will now take place on the 31st 
October. The organisers promise at 
least 40 miles of. stages all within a 
25 mile radius of Worcester. Regs 
will be available at the end of July 
from Roger Bowcott, 77 Timberdine 
Avenue, Worcester. SAE please. 


Culcheth’s TR7 on the Scottish two weeks ago ...now its back to the drawing 


board. 


—“_ 


Clark/Jim Porter. The cars are to 
Safari spec (for which they were 
originally built in any case) and are 
using 15 inch wheels; but Ford 
suffered a setback during pre-event 
practice when their recce cars (the 
ones which competed on the Fire- 
stone) were prevented from potas 
into action by a lack of new Dunlop 
tyres which were delayed at the 
Moroccan Customs. Meanwhile Ford 
(France) have entered three German- 
built RS2000s for Chasseuil, Sainpy 
and Madame Verney. Local man 
Deschazeaux is entered in a factory- 
prepared Citroen.. As we went to 
Ere there was a solitary uncon- 
irmed entry for Sandro Munari in an 
Alitalia Stratos. The rally starts at 
10.30am on Tuesday June 22. 


Left hooker 


for Coleman 


Billy Coleman is in the news again 
this week. Following up a number of 
rumours circulating in Ireland, we 
talked to Paul Dennison of Thomas 
Motors on Monday about the state 
of Billy Coleman’s new car. 
spokesman for the company declined 
to comment and suggested we 
enquire further at Boreham. From 
this last establishment we dis- 
covered ‘that Billy’s new car still 
requires an enormous amount of 
work to complete although the 
Thomas Motors mechanics have 
apparently worked themselves 
practically to a standstill in order to 
remedy it in time. In response to 
Thomas Motors’ request for assist- 
ance (and doubtless with additional 
Ford (Cork) enthusiasm), Boreham 
have loaned Billy a left hooker Mk2 
for the rally (which was just 
“passing through” the works). Billy 
it will be recalled is no stranger to 
LHD, having driven an ex-works 
Alpine to great effect in his younger 
days. 

Will the new Thomas Motors car 
be ready for the Jim Clark at the 
beginning of July then? Well, 
apparently not, and for this event 
the Irishman is again being assisted 
by Boreham who are rushing back 
Roger’s Morocco recce car in time 
for a rapid re-fettling job prior to the 
event. Of course Billy will also be 
familiar with this car as it was in this 
one that he won the Circuits of 
Galway and Ireland this year.... 
Roger’s Morocco recce car was 
originally built as Clark’s Monte 
Carlo car in which the latter finished 
fifth back in the early part of the 
year. 


Back on top 


Bernard Darniche now shares the 
lead of the ECR championship with 
Rainio and Zanini following his 
victory in Italy on the Quattro 
Regione Rally in the area around 
Pavia over the same weekend as the 
Scottish. His Chardonnet Lancia 
Stratos went on its perennial 
winning way after the Alitalia car of 
Pregliasco again retired, this time 
with broken steering. Cambiaghi 
was second in a Fiat 131 and third 
was another Stratos driven by 
“Tony”. 


ee ne EE 


edited by Peter Newton 


Leyland out | Ford/Peugeot in Morocco | Russell’s 


1000 Lakes 
ventures 


It is always encouraging to hear of 
an important British competitor 
entering a major foreign event, so we 
were especially glad to hear this 
week that Russell Brookes has put in 
an entry for the 1000 Lakes, clearly 
hoping to take on the Finns at their 
own game (as they are doing so 
convincingly to us). At present 
Russell’s chances of actually getting 
to Finland to compete are a little 
slim as so far he has not yet found 
any sort of sponsor for the venture. 
We sincerely hope he is able to find 
the wherewithal to compete on this 
great Finnish classic in August. Cer- 
tainly there is no chance of him being 
able to go within the existing 
Andrews Heat/Castrol budget as 
this finance is fully committed to an 
all-out effort in the British Cham- 
pionship, which contrary to our ‘in- 
teresting’ figures last week, he is 
presently leading following his fine 
victory on the Scottish two weeks 
ago. 


Russell Brookes — 1000 Lakes hopes. 


Bath Festival 


This weekend over Saturday 
night/Sunday morning, the Bath MC 
are running their Festival Stages 
which is a round of the Pirelli/Triple 
C, ASWMC and ACSMC cham- 
ace s. Sponsored by the Derek 

ames Organization, the rally starts 
from British Car Auctions, Marston 
Trading Estate, Frome at 21.00 on 
Saturday the 19th. The finish is at 
the Hexagon Suite (the HQ of the 
Derek James Organisation) where 
the first car is expected at about 
07.45. The 200 mile route includes 
about 60 stage miles, nearly all of 
which will be in forests. Top ten 
entries are as follows: 1, I. Jones/D. 
Alexander (RS1600); 2, J. Eaton/J. 
Watson (RS1600); 3, A. Morris/R. 
Lewis (RS1600); 4, J. 


Billett (RS1600); 5, S. Reed/D. 
Howell (Escort); 6, T. Kaby/B. 
Rainbow (Hooper S); 7, C. Eveson/J. 


Wilcox vp e c. Lloyd /S. 
Derry ( we orswick/M. 
Ellison —— Tc ma Tf. 
Nicholas/T. Shaul (Escoet TOL 
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Donegal’s 1976 International Rally 


Tarmac spectacular provides excitement for Castrol men 


Castrol 
AUTOSPORT 


RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 1976 


ROUND ‘5 


Once again it is a pleasure to preview 
the International Donegal Rally 
which starts tomorrow (Friday) from 
Letterkenny in the north west of 
Ireland. Donegal is almost a legend 
in its own time now, such is its 
unique blend of superb tarmac tests 
(250 stage miles within the 600 mile 
route); almost idyllic social atmos- 
phere and suberb organization. No 
one would deny that stage rallies are 
much more simple to organize in 
Ireland then they can be in England; 
but even by Irish standards, the 
Donegal MC and Clerk of the Course, 
Austin Frazer, approach the very 
highest standards of rally organiz- 
ation, at the same time fostering a 
festive spirit and character within 
the rally which makes it harder than 
ever to return to normality the 
following Monday. 

Once again the rally is a counter in 
the Castrol/AUTOsPORT Champion- 
ship (round 5) and forms the halfway 
stage in the 1976 series. It is perhaps 
a feature of the championship itself 
as well as the reputation of the rally 
which has contributed towards the 
ee erence of more British crews 
than hitherto among the entrants; 
certainly there are keen Castrol/ 
AUTOSPORT regulars who are determ- 
ined not to miss the chance of 
gaining experience both of pace 
notes, and of tarmac stages which 
are themselves both very fast and 
very demanding. The notable 
absentees from the “circus’’ are 
Richard Iliffe and Graham Elsmore 
(the latter building his new Mk2 
complete with loaned works 2-litre 
engine and other Boreham goodies) 
but with David Stokes, Andy 
Dawson, Mike Rawson, George Hill, 
Henry Inurrieta, David Hardcastle, 
Chris Lord, Bernard Banning etc 
making the journey, the champion- 
ship is certainly well represented. 
Donegal is once again an ECR quali- 
fier, albeit of low (co-efficient one) 
status. 

The rally starts at 14.00 tomorrow 
from Letterkenny and the Bally- 
raine Hotel again acts as rally HQ 
where the cars will return each even- 
ing. The first day’s route covers 11 
stages, all of which are to the north 
of Letterkenny and the_ session 
finishes at about 19.30 in the even- 
ing; prelude to a vey hard day on 
Saturday. One of the most 
picturesque and exciting places to 
watch both on Friday and on 
Saturday is at a stage which runs 
through the streets of Ramelton, an 
attractive old town which lies 
between Letterkenny itself and 


Milford. Here the organizers have a. 


scheduled test of about three miles 
which winds through the town’s 
environs (rather sim 
some stages on the Elba Rally) and 
Rameliton will constitute the last 
eoces on both Friday and 
urday st car at 1820 and 


19.10 respectivelyi Om Saturday 


perhaps to. 


Chris Sclater’ works Avenger at speed on the Scottish... 


hris’ previous ex- 


perience in Galway and on the Circuit of Ireland will stand the team in good 


stead. 


. there are 18 stages on the list and 


poor overworked rally men will have 
to drag themselves from their social 
activities to start the morning’s 
serious side at 09.00. Saturday’s 
route heads south for Gweebarra and 
then north for the famous Atlantic 
Drive before returning south again 
to Gweebarra and then on to 
Ramelton. Atlantic Drive is another 
test to be used twice when on 
Sunday the crews return there as 
a part of the last day’s route which is 
confined almost entirely to an area 
around the Knockalla peninsula. The 
daunting Knockalla stage is without 
its dangerous section along the cliff- 
face above the sea this year. There 
are 13 stages on Sunday, the start 
being at a leisurely 11.00 and the 
finish back at the Ballyraine 
scheduled for around 17.00. Parties 
tend to form automatically at this 
atnge but as usual the Golden Grill 
and the Hotel itself will be focal 
points. 

The club received some 120 entries 
in all but the principal disappoint- 
ment to them over the past few days 
has been the last minute withdrawal 
of David Sutton’s Team Avon es 
equipe. Three cars were entered for 
Erik Aaby, Pentti Airikkala and Jill 
Robinson, and although it was 
known that the entries were depen- 
dent on the outcome of the Scottish, 
it was nevertheless a bitter blow 
when the withdrawals were 
announced. Despite one setback 
rapidly followed by what appeared to 
be another, namely that Thomas 
Motors were unable to ready Billy 
Coleman’s new car in time for the 
event, Boreham have now come to 


‘the rescue and provided Billy with 


the only spare car they had in their 
possession (a LH Mk2_ of 
fcapeeary residence) so at least the 
number one slot is full. 

Although the Becaueres Flag 
have maintained hotel bookings up 
until the last possible moment, as we 
went to press the silence from 
Chiswick indicated that their pleas 
for the loan of another car have so 
far fallen on deaf ears; but there is 
a works entry from Chrysler who have 
entered Chris Sclater in the G2/4 car 
(presumably anxious to gain tarmac 
experience with the Avenger m pre 
paration for the Manx} and the rre- 


ressible Robin Eyre Maunsell will 

e there too. ... astounding the 
crowds with his antics in a ‘“‘OO” car. 
Andy Dawson is bringing along his 
220bhp Datsun Violet SSS fresh 
from a fine third place on the 
Scottish and other “foreigners” 
from whom to expect some fireworks 
include Paul Faulkner in his works 
“spec” Mk2; Heny Inurrieta in his 
G1 RS2000; Mike Rawson’s Opel 
Kadett; and George Hill in the 
Martins Magnum who it will be 
recalled went so well on the Circuit of 
Ireland last year and who is re- 
nowned for his speed on tar. George 
has been out of the Castrol points so 
far this year, and Donegal could be 
just the rally he is looking to for a re- 
turn to the good placings he enjoyed 
last year. 

The scene is thus set for another 
Carrera versus RS1800_ battle, 
perhaps with the Dawson Datsun or 
the Chrysler getting in with a slice of 
the action pene the way. Will Billy 
Coleman be able to master LHD to 
poreen from the word “go’’? Will 

ohn Taylor’s special lightweight car 
rove to be the pace setter? Or will it 
e the turn of a Porsche in ’76? As 


far as the power game is concerned, 


Brian oe s the best 
endowed with the Tuca car, but 
Cahal Curley with the 3.0 Carrera 
and the determined Dessie 


McCartney will certainly be right 
there. Perhaps Dessie can bring to 
an end his run of second placings and 
find a much deserved win here. 

Further down the field Kevm 
Glynn’s car is a Turbo par at 
Stuttgart while Sean pbell 
heads the G1 field at 23 in his 
Northern Excavators RS2000. David 
Stokes starts at 28 with the ex- 
Adrian Boyd REV 120K and Robert 
Ward in the ex-John Handley Dolo- 
mite Sprint racer starts at 30. Mike 
Rawson’s eo is seeded 33 and none 
other than Will Sparrow starts at 44 
with the very G1 Chevette. 

Current Castrol points leaders are, 
as follows: 


Richard ili#fe 46; David Stokes 43; Tony 
Drummond 33; Graham Elsmore 32; Andy 
Dawson 31; Mike Rawson 30... 

Group 1: Henry Inurrieta 40; Chris Field 36 
David Hardcastle 34; Chris Lord 31; Robin Eyre 
Maunsell 29; Bernard Banning 27. 


Brian Nelson 2 great chance. 


The top 20 cars are seeded as 


follows: 

1; Billy Coleman/Peter Scott (RS1800); 2, Dessie 
McCartney/Terry Harryman (Porsche Carrera); 4 
Cahal Curley/Drexel Gillespie (Porsche Carreray 
6, John Taylor/John Jensen (RS1800); 7, Bran 
Nelson/Malcolm Neill (Porsche Carrera); 9, 
Sclater/Paul White (Chrysler Avenger); 11, Andy 
Dawson/Dave Orrick (Datsun Violet); 12, Dawe 
Agnew/Robert Harkness (Porsche Carrera): 14 
George Hill/Peter Valentine (Vauxhall Magnums 
15, David Lindsay/David Sandford (RS1800}, 16 
Paul Faulkner/Monty Peters (RS1800); 17, Noe 
Smith/lan Turkington (Porsche Carrera); 18, Kew 
Glynn/Les Barrett Porsche Carrera); 19, — 
Stewart/lan Tamplin (Porsche Carrera); 
Gustabson/Delaughe (Porsche Carrera). 


Anything up to 260bhp has been claimed in the press for Dawson’s new 


Datsun engine (below). The driver thinks 217 is more like the real figure. 
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Rallymen... 


Although the entries for the Texaco 
Tour of Britain (July 9/11) officially 
closed on Monday, the BRSCC are 
keeping it open until the end of this 
Beck, as late comers are still 
apparently registering. Among the 
leading rally contestants are the 
following: Jeff Churchill (Avenger 
1300); Dave Thompson (Vauxhall 
Chevette); Fred Henderson (Toyota 
Corolla); Jean Denton (Fiat 128); 
Robert James (Avenger 1600); Chris 
Daisy (Avenger 1600); Chris Field 
(Avenger 1600); Paul Appleby 
(Dolomite Sprint); Ronnie 
McCartney (RS2000); Walter Jensen 
(BMW 2002); Walter Rohrl (Opel 
Kadett GTE); Jeremy Walton 


(RS2000); Glen Mitton (RS2000); 
Mike Freeman (RS2000); David 
Hardcastle (Ford Capri); Tony 


Fowkes (Mercedes Benz 450SE); Jim 
McRae (Vauxhall Magnum); Andy 
Dawson (Avenger 1850); John 
Taylor (RS2000); Erik Arne Lie (Opel 
Ascona); Henry Inurrieta (RS2000). 
Together with works entries from 
Leyland Cars (two Dolomites for 
Brian Culcheth and Tony Pond) and 
Ford (three RS2000s for Roger 
Clark, Timo Makinen and Ari 
Vatanen), plus two DTV entries for 
Will Sparrow and Gerry Marshall, 
the Tour looks healthy at present 
with around 80 entries (the 
maximum is 100). 


Triple Crown 
goes 
England’s way 


RAC Triple Crown points following 
the Scottish Rally are, Overall: 
England 88; Ireland 53; Scotland 45; 
Wales 14. The scoring on the Scot- 
tish broke down as follows: England 
— Brookes 12, Clark 11; Sparrow 10. 
Treland — Eyre-Maunsell 9. Scotland 
— McRae 8, Grierson 7, Cowan 6. 
Wales — James 5. There are two 
rounds still to come, the Manx and 
the RAC. 


Tour of Britain 


Beating 
buggies 


Jean Claude Andruet won his first 


rally for two years recently when he 
took the Ronde de Premier Terre 
which was held on gravel roads in 
Southern France. Beach B Buggys 
however were second and third... . 


@Rallying’s association with foot- 
ball is, at best, tenuous in the ex- 
treme, but on the Texaco Tour of 
Britain Plymouth Argyle are 
entering an RS2000 prepared at 
Vospers for Chris Wathen. The car 
will be co-driven by Argyle’s ex- 
goalkeeper, Jim Furnell, who has 
recently become sponsorship 
ara for the second division 
club. The car will probably be used in 
selected rallies later in the year. 


@ The Hercock Simpson is changing 
its name this year to the 
Gems/Brock Stages rally and the 
Soar Valley MC of Leicestershire will 
again be running this event. 
Scheduled for October 23rd, the rally 
will consist of approximately 40 
stage miles within its 160 mile route. 
The rally will be similar in format to 
previous years and the finish will 
once agian be at the Hunting Lodge, 
Cottingham near Market Har- 
borough. The event is the penulti- 
mate round of the BTRDA Gold Star 
championship. 


Silver Star dates 


Two date changes have been brought 
to our notice in the BTRDA Silver 
Star championship: The Seven Dales 
is now scheduled for August 21/22; 
and the Bartley Rally is on October 
30/31. There are eight rounds left 
and the best seven in the cham- 
pionship count, so if anyone still 
wishes to register they should get in 
touch with Mike Stephens at Thor 
Hammers, Highlands Road, Shirley, 
Birmingham. 


Arkell regulations 


Regulations for the Castrol sup- 
rted Arkell Rally (round 6 of the 
astrol/AUTOSPORT championship) 


which bases itself on the grounds of 
Cirencester Park are now available 
from Richard Bishop, 9 Hariesfield, 
Stratton, Cirencester, Gloucs. We 
hear that stage mileage is now up to 
55. 


More work for Mr. Sutton? This close-up of the Samsons’ nasty accident on 
the Scottish reveals the extent of the damage. Note large rocks in the right 


foreground and severe damage to 


the driver’s windscreen pillar area. 


Tony Pond as 


rally instructor. What is he doing m 


arking up a blackboard in , 


the desert watched by Arabs? See page 28. 


Fringe benefit 


At a forum in Belfast last week 
Stuart Turner, along with the Rallye- 
Sport Roadshow entourage were dis- 
cussing Irish participation in British 
stage events... “why don’t you 
come over and compete in RAC 
rounds?” said Mr Turner in his char- 
acteristically perfunctory style, ges- 
turing to Sean Campbell sitting in 
the audience. ‘‘Because I haven’t got 
a Ford contract!” came back the 
half-joking Campbell reply, quick as 
a flash. Surely Stuart was not going 
to be out-paced by the limits to 
which his indulgent repartee had 
taken him. A hurried conference took 
place then and there between the 
members of the panel and suddenly 
Sean had the wherewithal to com- 


pete on the Jim Clark at the begin-. 


ning of July. He was busily 
arranging his entry as we went to 
ress. You never know when the 
ourcometh.... 


Shekhar’s win 


Following his third overall on the 
Acropolis Rally recently, we hear 
that Shekhar Mehta, together with 
Yvonne Pratt, won the Indonesian 
Darma Putra Rally at the weekend. 
Their Mazda 616 finished 9m ahead 
of Aswin Bahar in a Honda Civic. 
Principal retirements were Hannu 
Mikkola’s Toyota Corolla with 
clutch and electrical problems; and 
Amilcare Ballestrieri whose Alfasud 
hit a truck and rolled on the very 
first stage. 


This picture of the damaged rear axle in Pentti Airikkala’s RS1600 on the 
Scottish was taken at Perth. Somehow the chains kept the semi-dismembered 
parts of the vintage axle together and the car madeit to the finish. 


Mazda gastronomy 


Tomorrow (Friday) you can partake 
of free wine and cheese... all you 
have to do is go to Rawsons, the 
Mazda dealers at Quarry Hill 
Parade, Tonbridge, Kent, at 8.00pm. 
There is also a forum being held 
there which should be in progress by 
that time. Chaired by notorious em- 
prasario, Rick Smith, the panel in- 
cludes Dave Brodie, Roger Bell, 
John Markey, Peter Slade and 
Mazda’s “new Russell Brookes,” 
Roy Sawyer. The G2 RX8 will be on 
show and Rick informs us that the 
car, complete with its new “peri- 
pheral aia engine (said to have 
the carburettors bolted direct to the 
crankcase) will be competing on the 
Festival Stages this  Satur- 
day/Sunday. 


RSAC gratitude 


We recently received a communica- 
tion from Major Bob Tennant Reid, 
the director and secretary of the 
RSAC on Tuesday. Its contents 
(abbreviated) go as follows: ‘The 
RSAC wish to express their sincere 


_thanks and heartfelt appreciation of 


the enthusiastic efforts and assist- 
ance rendered by so many officials on 
this year’s International Scottish 
Rally. We are deeply conscious of the 
fact that without this stalwart 
support and tremendous enthusiasm 
there would not be any rally and to 
all concerned we express our sincere 
gratitude. 
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Jacky Ickx takes the Martini-Porsche 936 to his third victory at the Sarthe circuit, and the second for his co-driver Gijs van Lennep. 


The voices of experience 


Resounding third-time win for Jacky Ickx in Martini’s Group 6 Porsche — Great swansong for team-mate 
Gijs van Lennep — Mirages second and fifth after fuel troubles — Alpine-Renault fast but fragile 
Report: BOB CONSTANDUROS — Race data: CHRIS WITTY — Photography: DAVID WINTER 


Experience told at Le Mans over a couple of 
hot days last weekend. Sharing the Martini- 
Porsche turbo Group 6 car, Jacky Ickx 
joined the elite ranks of those who have won 
the 24 Hours three times, and Gijs van 
Lennep scored his second victory in the race, 
thus marking his swansong in motor racing 
in fairytale style. To see two seasoned cam- 
paigners spraying Moet & Chandon over the 
crowd at the end reminded everybody that 
there really was nothing like experience. 
Experience at running a team, experience at 
pacing, even the early race tactics. There 
were four potential winning teams: JCB 
Mirage, Alpine, Martini-Porsche and 
Inaltera. The last-named showed why 
experience is necessary, the first under- 
paced themselves, and the Alpine was (and 
deserved to be) the Porsches’ main chal- 
lenger, but unfortunately, despite tremend- 
ous speed, it failed early in the morning with 
a burnt piston. Under its new guise, Le 
Mans was definitely a success: interesting 
cars, even if they did not last, and not a little 
rivalry between G6 and G5. One has to say 
that G6 was the winner, but it was a great 
place to have a contest. 
For Britain, there was a share of second 
ce by the Jean-Louis Laffosse/Francois 
Rsoul, pairing in one of Harley Cluxton’s 
Mirages, but also a splendid amateur effort 
from Alain de Cadenet/Chris Craft, who 
Grought their newly bodied Tate & Lyle Lola 
Sete third overall. The Martini G5 Porsche 
wes fourth in front of the second Mirage, 
Griven by 1975 co-victor (with Jacky Ickx) 
Derek Bell and Aussie Vern Schuppan. 
Sedly, Les Vingt Quartre Heures claimed 
the hfe of a French Datsun 260Z driver when 
Sis car exploded in flames. 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


There’s something which attracts drivers from all 
over the world to Le Mans. And this year, the 
Automobile Club de 1’Ouest came up with the idea 
that, to get a little bit of everything from all over 
the world, they would throw their 24-hour race 
open to the world. It didn’t matter what car you 
had, provided it complied with a recognised BIA 
formula. The main idea was that, with the 
Silhouette formula in operation, there were 
offshoots such as IMSA which could provide an 
interest in racing against the best of Europe. And 
where better than at Le Mans? 

It was also originally going to be a round of the 
World Championship of Makes and, with 
everyone’s consent, the offshoot cars would race 
against the Silhouette cars, normally something 
that is abhorred; but then, Le Mans is Le Mans. 
As it happened, for some reason the CSI promptly 
decided to hold a rival race on the same day at 
Paul Ricard. As time wore on, it was obvious that 
tout le monde would be off to Le Mans, thank you 
very much, and that Ricard could keep its race. 
Ricard cancelled it. 

Group 6 cars, keen to show that they were not 
going to be outdone by G5 cars, were to race 
against them in their first direct contest. Inaltera 
decided that Le Mans would be a good race to win 
in France, and built their machine specially in a 
GTP class of its own. IMSA, the American sports 
car series, plus NASCAR, the saloon oval bowl 
series, decided to show their flag at the French 
classic, so that, as usual, there was going to be 
something unique at the Sarthe circuit. 

When the entry was announced, then, there 
were the usual G5 cars, the usual G6 entries, two 
NASCAR entries, four IMSA cars, some G2 
machines, the Inalteras built specially for the race 
and the victorious Gulf Mirages of 1975, back 
under the guise of Harley Cluxton’s GT Cars 
business in Phoenix, Arizona, with backing from 
both JCB Excavators and Total. Suddenly it 
looked, on paper, an interesting race. It was going 
to be road just to hear those S vithonl boys with 
asphalt-bowl drawls, to see John Greenwood’s 
legendary Batmobile Chevrolet Corvette, a 
NASCAR pitstop, a G5/G6 battle, and the French 
trying to beat the French. 

So, for their usual weekend, ACO sealed off 


eight and a bit miles of public road centred on a 
straight bit of road leading to Tours (called the 
Mulsanne Straight). 

Practice was not quite as long in years past. The 
reason was said to be that it had been a public 
holiday on the previous Monday, so that it was a 
bit difficult to get things done in time. Hence 

ractice began late in the afternoon on 
ednesday to midnight, and then for an hour less 
on the Thursday evening. Friday, as usual, was a 
rest day, although most teams spent the whole 
day checking over the cars. Some rest day. 

As usual, it was hot. For some teams who. had 
been there for previous days, it was good to get 
acclimatized, for it was to get hotter and hotter 
throughout the weekend. The general idea of long- 
distance practice is not to go out and bust a gut. 
trying to set the fastest time, it’s to make sure 
everything works as it should, to peak efficiency, 
and get everything ready for the race. Thus it 
should not be too hectic an affair, and further- 
more the times set should not be considered to be 
of too great importance. 

However, it was one hell of a time set by Jean- 
Pierre Jabouille during the first session. He was 
partnered by Patrick Tambay in the works 
Alpine-Renault turbo A442, and during both 
seassions the car really did look quick, so clean 
out of the corners and very quick down the 
straight. The French press got very excited about 
there being two cars at the race, but the only 
reason for this was that Alpine were trying a long- 
tailed car and a short-tailed one. However, the 
time of 3m 33.1s was so quick that they scarcely 
bothered to try the shorter one at all. They ran 
with the same turbo boost as in their unlucky 
World Sports Car Championship races, while the 
lengthened tail involved about 40cms more and a 
much smaller aeleron. For Tambay, sports car 
racing was a new experience; he had never raced 
anything with more than one seat. One 
disadvantage was the small, 120-litre fuel tank. 

Porsche and Martini turned up with three cars, 
this a bit of a surprise. But what in fact they had 
done was to enlist the help of Reinhold Jost, who 
also had an entry for a Porsche 908/3 but not a 
turbo. Porsche came along with thes normal car 
with the new bodywork in G6 version for Jacky 
Ickx (he had signed his Martimi contract before 
his Fl contract, and thus hed te give the Swedish 


2.7 0S" BE TT ts7e 


GP 2 mss| partimerec OF Gs ven Lehep. S50 
swore this wes going to be his last race. It must 
have felt good to be on the front row, especially 
with Porsche and long-distance expert Ickx as 
teammate. All the Porsches were supported by 
Martini and the works were running with 1.2 
boost on the turbo as opposed to 1.4 (they had 
used 1.2 when the turbo ran in 1974). The time of 
3m 39.8s was six seconds off the Alpine’s, but 
Porsche were not worried. 

For one thing, they had another car on the 
second row. This was the G5 car seen at Silver- 
stone, running the turbo engine too of course, also 
with reduced boost. They also changed back to air 
cooling for this race as it was not a G5 
championship event, the turbo air cooling taking 
up more space than the water cooling which is 
now mandatory on Porsches due to Silhouette 
ruling. The G5 935 also suffered a blown head 

asket, so it was a good effort of Manfred 

hurti/Rolf Stommelen to set their 3m 41.7s, this 
without Dunlop qualifying tyres which Porsche 
reckoned could pull off about 6s from the time. 

Fourth fastest on the grid was a real surprise: 
two back-of-the-field French Formula 2 drivers in 
a 3-litre Lola with an ex-Graham Hill Racing 
DFV. The drivers were Bernard Chevanne and 
Doctor Xavier Lapeyre, neither fantastic drivers, 
but they put up a good effort to set 3m 44s in 
their Lola T286 run by Heini Mader. 

The original 936 Porsche of Reinhold 
Jost/Jurgen Barth headed the third row fitted 
with the Martini bodywork seen all season on the 
regular G6 car, once again run by the works and 
again with reduced turbo boost. They set a 3m 
45.4s which was a whole 3s quicker than their 
neighbours. They were Derek Bell/Vern Schuppan 
who really had to work for this time. Driving the 
Mirage again, the identical car which won last 
year again fitted with a DF V and using 400 more 
revs than last year (taking it up to 8800), Bell had 
to nip out in the dark to set his 3m 48.1s, for in the 
first session they had had a misfire. After the 
engines were changed, they had another go on the 
Thursday, but for much of the evening, it was 
thwarted by gear selection problems, eventuall 
traced to a faulty clutch master cylinder whic 
solved all the problems. Then Bell went out and 
did his bit. 

After all, he couldn’t have his place on the grid 
usurped by the number two car, that of Francois 
Migault/Jean-Louis Laffosse, even if he was 
staying .at the Migault parental chateau. Both 

Mirages of course are owned by the amusin 
young Harley Cluxton, who had raked in JC 
support and petrol from Total for the race. The 
second Mirage did not have its team-mate’s 
problems and set a 3m 51.1s. 

They headed the fourth row of the grid with a 
BMW for company, this the works turbo seen at 
Silverstone, now “painted” by Frank Stella with a 
sort of noughts and crosses criss-cross pattern (or 
a graph sheet with acceleration or power curves 
on it). Drivers were Brian Redman/Peter Gregg 
(the American IMSA driver) and Herve Poulain, 
who also drove the works ‘‘art’”-decorated BMW 
last year. Of course, the BMW turbo has not had a 
very long career, and development problems were 
rife at Le Mans. They were going to run the car 
with 1.3 boost, but a valve jammed and gave it 2.0 
during the first session, which meant that it 
wouldn’t rev. Then a misfire upset the music in 
the second, before the motor blew altogether. A 
second motor was fitted for the race, but prac- 
tising on the aerodrome early on Saturday 
morning, the car broke a poe which in turn 
damaged a valve, and as there were no replace- 
ment units, they had to be machined up. Thus the 
3m 53.4s time was encouraging, although no-one 
was confident of a long run. 

Heading the fifth row was the car which one felt 
a lot of people would come to see: the Chevrolet 
Corvette of John Greenwood, the Spirit of '76. 
This was not actually the car he runs in IMSA 
races, but a customer car due for delivery. When 
the ACO heard that Greenwood was not going to 
come, they helped out financially: the French 
helping the Americans to beat the British in 
Independence year. As with all the Stateside 
entries, they had one week to get ready before the 
ship left, which rather thwarted plans to run a 
narrower car. As it was, this one was quick 
enough. They had to gear it down from doing 
118mph in first after the first practice and 
reckoned that they might get 215mph on the 
Mulsanne straight from the 7-litre, 660bhp 
engine. Helping out Greenwood, who set 3m 
54.5s, was his brother Burt and French rally star 
Bernard Darniche. The latter had p See 
Greenwood’s Corvettes before when the Ameri- 
can had come to Le Mans, but Burt was a Le 
Mans Rookie. After the gearing had been sorted, 
the car then had the clutch centre fail, a freak 
fault, and after they had repaired that it ran out 
of petrol 


fF 


They shared row five with Alain de Cadenet’s 
now rebodied Lola with DFV power. Le Mans 
followers may remember that de Cadenet 
reckoned he was losing as much as 20mph on the 
Mulsanne 3 deci thanks to the new Lola body- 
work, so with the help of development and some 
testing at a not-so-secret test ground somewhere 
between London and Bristol, they got things 
better. A hack DFV was replaced with a new mill 
for Thursday, as was the suspension, gearbox and 
so on, all of which rather delayed their practising. 

There was what seemed a divorce in the Kremer 
Porsche camp. Last year, Erwin Kremer got the 
Mexicans Carlos Bolanos, Billy Sprowls and 
Alfredo Negrete to drive one of his cars, and once 
again, bearing loads of loot, they came back, this 
time driving his smart-looking G5 Porsche turbo 
with Hans Heyer. As with the works G5 car, they 
were back on air cooling for the turbo, whose 
boost they had reduced by 0.2 to 1.2. The car set a 
3m 55.7s to head the sixth row. 

Beside them was the first of the Inalteras, not 
built to win the race, said team manager and pub- 
licity co-ordinator Vic Elford, just made to give 
the best presentation for the sponsor. Jean 
Rondeau, Giving the number two car, had really 
been the man behind the design and mechanic 
staffing, and in fact in development, the whole 
caboosh had only been fractionally altered at the 
rear end. The cars were powered by allnew DFVs 
from Cosworth giving about 410 to 415bhp and 
revving to 9500. There were a total of three cars 
to choose from, and highest on the grid were 
Henri Pescarolo/Jean-Pierre Beltoise on 3m 56.9s. 
This wasn’t without its pro for parking his 
road car in the paddock on the first morning, 
Beltoise caught a ring on his finger in the steering 
wheel and the little finger came off worst. It 
broke, so the French idol was in a little pain. 

Back on the seventh row was the first crew over 
four minutes, Egon Evertz and Leo Kinnunen in 
the former’s Porsche turbo 908/3, on 4m 0.5s. 
Their main problem was aerodynamics, so once 
that was sorted out they were ho ing for more 
speed. Beside them was the second TM A car, the, 

evrolet Monza to be driven by Mike Keyser/Ed 
Wachs. This was an all new car, and although 
they would not admit it outright, it was really 
brought over to test it against the turbocharged 
cars. The car was basically the same as the 
Monzas run in the States apart from a rear wing. 


The 351 cu. ins engine would give 550bhp but was . 


reduced to 525 for this race, and 340kmh was 
hoped for. It certainly seemed to handle well. 

Next up on the grid, this the eighth row, was 
the Georg Loos turbo Carrera for Toine 
hveienetthe Schenken. A late arrival caused 
worries, this due to a customs hold-up, and the 
diff completely seized in the pit road, so their 4m 
1.1s was a good effort. It was also the first G4 car. 
Beside them were Dieter Quester/Albrecht Krebs 
in the Schnitzer BMW 3.0 CSL raced m G5 this 
year. They were running to finish, and joiming the 


A pitstop for the second-placed JCB Mirage driven by Lafosse/Migault. 


strength for the race was Belgian BMW specialist 
Alain Peltier. They set a 4m 3.8s. 

The ninth row held the second Inaltera and the 
Alpina Faltz BMW 3.0CSL. The Inaltera had 
immediate problems before even reaching the 
circuit when a fuel tank was found to be faulty. It 
was a long job to remove it and then it had to be 
revulcanized, so Jean Rondeau/Jean-Pierre 
Jaussaud/‘‘Christine”’ scarcely had much time to 
practise on the Wednesday evening, but they 
made up for it on Thursday and set a 4m 4.2s. 
Beside them was the Sam Posey/Hughes de 
Fierlandt/Harald Grohs BMW 3.0 CSL which had 
big problems with fumes: ‘‘It makes you feel sick, 
I want to burp the whole time. If you’d like me to 
go into the technical difficulties ...”” Posey went 
on to say that shortening the tail pipes and 
having super-lightweight doors which flexed on 
the fast parts of the circuit meant that the fumes 
came right in, nice and easily. But they kept 
trying to rectify it, and ultimately solved it. > 


Through Mulsanne goes the fourth placed 
Martini-Porsche 935 of Stommelen/Schurti. 


Fast but both fragile: the Alpine A442 turbo of Jabouille/Tambay was a front runner until it burnt a 
piston, while the following Jost/Barth Porsche 908/936 turbo retired with transmission failure, also while 


well up. 


LE MANS 24 HOURS 


continued 


The first 2-litre car, that of Francois Servanin/ 
Laurent Ferrier/Fred Stalder, headed the tenth 
row, and it was good to see this Chevron B36 
there, for with its ROC Simca engine now running 
smoothly, it represented an upturn in the fortunes 
of the ROC team. Bob Wollek, out of a drive with 
Heyer in the G5 Kremer Porsche, had a ride in the 
G4 car with Formula Super Renault ace Didier 
Pironi and “Beaumont”, having to change’ the 
gearbox being the main trouble. They set 4m 5.5s. 

Row 11 held the Hermetite BMW 3.0 CSL of 
John Fitzpatrick/Tom Walkinshaw with Holman 
Blackburn brought into the strength. A misfire 
meant a new engine, but that was not all — it was 
a big change-everything day for the team and 
their 4m 5.6s was not that far off the other Bee- 
Ems anyway. Their neighbour, the second 
Chevron-ROC. Simca B36 for Fred Stalder/Alain 
Dufrene/Alain Flotard, was down on 4m 7s but 
another to be healthy. 

After that came a bevy of Porsches, turboed 
and otherwise, but on the 14th row some British 

articipation in the name of Nick Faure. The 
British Porsche ace, who finished sixth at Le 
Mans last year with John Cooper, did not have 
Cooper on the strength, for after a sponsorship 
agreement fell through, each driver was asked for 
more money, and Cooper decided against it. 
Instead, Faure came up with Hymac, Jean 
Beurlys, the Belgian, provided the car, and of all 

eople, John Goss, the Australian F5000 driver, 
oncht along Citizen Watches and himself for his 
first European race ever. _ 2 

Two rows back was the Lloyds msurance Lola 
with American National General Agencies 

onsorship for Tony Birchenough/Ian 
Beacey/Simon Phillips in their Lola with 
Richardson FVC power. After initial practice with 
a hack engine, they fitted their race mill and 
found the oil pump cracked, so they were late out 
on Thursday; and then a specially strong clutch 
gave out, so there was more hard work for the 
enthusiastic team. 

Another two rows further back were Diego 
Febles/Alec Poole/Hiram Cruz in an IMSA 
Porsche. The way this happened was that Puerto 
Rican Febles drove with Poole for the Spa 
500Kms and Poole would drive the Porsche at Le 
Mans. The ebullient Mr McMahon also put 
himself on the driving strength although whether 
he actually held the steering wheel is doubtful. A 
row back was the rather less dated-looking than 
Igst year WPM 76 with V6 Peugot power, not a 

it success, despite the presence of Guy 
asseuil and Claude Ballot-Lena. Clemens 
S@hickentanz/Howden Ganley were uncommonly 
fer back in a 1975 Porsche Carrera driving in G5 
for Georg Loos, once again troubled by late 
arrival following customs bothers. 

Just one row behind, on the 21st, were Lella 
Lombardi and the delectable Christine 
Dacremont in a turbo Stratos sponsored by 
f togyl, which Lella found a little short on top 


aoc but pedalled competently, althoug 
Seer thn eoaeiiiian ike wiith of the eax. 
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Below: the G4 winning Porsche 934 Turbo of 
Raymond Touroul/Alain Cudini. ‘ 


Fs 


Caarger of Hershel McGraif and bs som Doug 
being back on the 24th row. and the Ford Tormo 
of Dick Brooks and Dick Hutcherson (sharing 
with Bugatti school mstructor Marcel Mignot) 
back on the 28th row. Now there was an 
education, talking to those boys. You see, there 
were a few things which had, and were going to, 
cause pa igh For a start, in preparation, they 
had all had to fit electrics for hghts and wipers: 
“We don’t race in the rain in the States’. Then 
there were things like right-hand turns, kerbs, 
and the like. “I tell you, hauling them hogs 
around these little tight turns is hard work’’, said 
Dick Hutcherson. And what about those 
legendary pitstops, they were going to be 
fantastic. ‘“We can do it in 15s if we don't kill the 
lump’”’. “Oh, but you'll have to”. Silence. 

There were two full container loads of gear for 
the two cars, their own tyres, they’d even brought 
their own food. The McGriffs were taking things 
more seriously in the Dodge which they race on 
the West Coast, away from the Grand National 
series. McGriff is a big timber man from Oregon 
and this seemed to be his regular car. But they 
burnt one piston on the Thursday because they 
had octane problems, so they changed a few 
things to overcomeit. 

Sympathetic organization saw the two Dicks 
make it. Brooks is a regular runner in the Grand 
National series, from Virginia, and this was just 
one of three cars he has, probably not his best 
because some of it had been flipped about ten 
times at Talladega but he’s a top ten runner or so 
in the series. Hutcherson had scarcely raced for 
nine years, but at least he had driven and finished 
Le Mans nine years ago in a GT40. He did know 
what racing in the dark was like. But seeing the 
legendary NASCAR heroes trying to get round 
Arnage made one think about a Jim Russell 
course on correct racing lines, but the cars are big 
mothers, the steering is not as precise as it might 
be, and the driving position is very upright. 
Anyway, it was certainly good to see them, anda 
few words was worth a great deal. 

So, as usual, 55 cars would line up on the long 
pit straight for the Vingt Quatre Heures du Mans, 
and what a varied 55. 


RACE 


If the previous days had been hot, Saturday was 
boiling, all the more so for the light dust which 
thousands of people kick up when they’re just 
wandering around looking at the people and the 
cars and the people. For those on the boiling hot 
pit road, there was no dust, but thirst was con- 
siderable, ice in demand. One wasn’t sure who to 
feel sorry for most, the drivers who would be 
encased in boiling cars, or the poor people who 
had to stand in the sun and look at them. There 
seemed always to be a fair number of people 
sitting underneath grandstands in the shade, 
looking in the opposite direction to the action. 
And as four o’ clock approached and the drivers 
sat in their scorching cars alone on the grid, it 
seemed hotter than ever. Suddenly everyone was 
closer and crowding in as the cars rolled round on 
their pace lap and, as four o’ clock ticked around 
on the legendary clock, the pace car pulled in and 


Success for Alain de Cadenet/Chris Craft in the former’s rebodied Lola-DFV, in which they finished an 
excellent third. 


x 


lan tred Schurt Rott Stomme ien (2.9 Porsche 935 turbo 
Xavier Lapeyre/Bernard Chevanne (3.0 Lola-Cosw 
Reinhold Joest/Jurg 


John Greenwood/Burt Greenwood/Bernard Darniche 
Chris Craft/Alain de Cadenet (3.0 Lola-Ford Cosworth 


Sam Posey/Hughes de Fierlant/Harald Grohs (3.5 BMW 3.0CSL) 


N.B. First driver named started race. 


off they went on lap one. Actually, it almost 
looked dodgy there and then. Jabouille and Ickx 


rolled around the first corner side by side, but 
Jabouille took the initiative and was ahead on the 
first lap. Ickx and Jost in the two G6 Martini 
Porsches were next, then Redman’s BMW (“It 
never went better all weekend than on those first 
two laps”) then a gap to Schurti’s G5 Porsche, 
Lapeyre’s Lola, de Cadenet, the number two 
Mirage followed by Greenwood, Bell, Beltoise, the 
Chevvy Monza and the rest. The.Dodge Charger 
slowed at Mulsanne and ultimately pulled in for 
ever with a blown engine again. The McGriffs had 
tried what they could to relieve the octane situa- 
tion, but it obviously hadn’t been enough. 

Redman was a pit visitor as the engine was 
smoking, but after a quick look, out went the car 

ain, although already well down. Fitzpatrick led 
the BMWs but as they went into lap 4, coming up 
on backmarkers, Ickx took over the lead, closely 
followed by Jabouille and Jost, then a gap to 
Schurti, then Lapeyre, de Cadenet, Greenwood, 
the Monza and Lafosse with Bell next. 

Lapeyre was an early pit visitor, asking for new 
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orth Ford DFV T7286 
en Barth (2.1 Porsche 908/3-936 turbo). .... 
Derek Bell/Vern Schuppan (3.0 Mirage-Ford Cosworth DFV GR8) 
Jean-Louis Lafosse/Francois Migault (3.0 Mirage-Ford Cosworth DFVGR8).... 2.2.2.0. 0 eee eee eee eee 
Brian Redman/Peter Gregg/Herve Poulain as BMW 3.0CSL turbo) 

.O Chevrolet Corvette Stingray)... . 2.26.6... eee ee eee 
FV T380) 
Carlos Bolanos/Hans Heyer/Billy Sprowls/Alfredo Negrete (2.8 Porsche 935 turbo) ...........-.-.- 25sec seen eee eee ee 
Henri Pescarolo/Jean-Pierre Beltoise (3.0 Inaltera-Ford Cosworth DFVGTP)............0- +20 eee cee e cere e teen eees 
Leo Kinnunen/Egon Evertz (2.1 Porsche 908/3 turbo) .......... 
Mike Keyser/Ed Wachs (4.4 Chevrolet Monza GT).............. 
Toine Hezemans/Tim Schenken (4.2 Porsche 934 turbo) ........ 
Dieter Quester/Alain Peltier/Albrecht Krebs (3.5 BMW 3.0CSL) .. 
Jean Rondeau/Jean-Pierre Jaussaud/Christine Beckers (Inaltera-Ford Cosworth DFV GTP). . 


Francois Servanin/Laurent Ferrier/Fred Stalder (2.0 Chevron-ROC Simca B36). ...... 2.6.0 20-005 e ec eee eee eee eee 
Bob Wollek/Didier Pironi/Marie-Claude Beaumont (4.2 Porsche 934 turbo) ..... 6... 6. ee cence ee cee eee eee eee 
Tom Walkin shaw/John Fitzpatrick/Holman Blackburn (3.5 BM WV9S 20 GS IB) beach lea de My sce ser Ue oR Ne cet a apala aL grees wh 
Fred Stalder/Alain Dufrene/Alain Flotard (2.0 Chevron-ROC Simca B36). ...... 6.62.2 eee eee ee eee ee eee 
Ernst Kraus/Gunter Steckkonig (3.0 Porsche 908/3)...........- 
Claude Haldi/Florian Vetsch (4.2 Porsche 934 turbo) ........... 
Francois Trisconi/Georges Morand/Andre Chevalley (2.0 Lola-Ford T292). .... 6-6... . se eee eee ee eee eee cette eee 
Hubert Striebig/Anny Charlotte Verney/Heinz Kirschoffer (4.2 Porsche 934 turbo) ....... 06... - 6s eee eee eee ee eee eee 
Nick Faure/‘‘Beurlys” /John Goss (4.2 Porsche 934 turbo) ....... 
Peter Zbinden/Bernard Cheneviere/Nick Buhrer (4.2 Porsche 934 turbo). ........--.-----: id igh treet ar ates seman S, Fs 
Jean-Claude Andruet/Jean Borras/Henri Cachia (4.2 Porsche 934 turbo). .........--- 2-5-2 cece eee eee eee ee 
Raymond Touroul/Alain Cudini/Rene Boubet (3.0 Porsche Carrera RSR)...... Aga ARO A eae eats ade AAPG eo eee 
Daniel Brillat/Michel Degoumois/‘Depnic” (2.0 Cheetah-BMW G601 
- Tony Birchenhough/Simon Phillips/lan Bracey (2.0 Lola-Richardson Ford FVCT294S)........ 00... 0-0-2 seer eee eee 
Thierry Sabine/Jean-Claude Andruet/Phillipe Dagoreau/Henri Cachia (3.0 Porsche Carrera RSR) ...........---------- 
Jean-Claude Justice/Jacques Belin (3.5 BMW 3.0CSL) ......... 
Jean-Marie Lemerle/Patrick Daire/Alain Levie (2.0 Lola ROC Simca 1294) ....-.-.- 2... 5s sees eee sere tree renee es 
Diego Febles/Alec Poole/Hiram Cruz (3.0 Porsche Carrera RSR) . . 
William Vollery/Jean-Pierre Aeschlimann/Roger Dorchy (3.0 Porsche Carrera RS)...... 2-2-2020. 220s sees eee ences 
Guy Chasseuil/Claude Ballot-Lena/Xavier Mathot (2.7 WMP-Peugeot 76)... .......----- 20sec eect eee eee eens 
Hartwig Bertrams/Heinz Martin/Egon Evertz (3.0 Porsche Carrera RSR) ....... 5.20. eee e eect eee ere erences 
Clemens Schickentanz/Howden Ganley (3.0 Porsche Carrera RSR) 
Lella Lombardi/Christine Dacremont (2.4 Lancia Stratos turbo) . . 
Thierry Perrier/Guy de Saint-Pierre (3.0 Porsche Carrera RSR). . . 
Christain Bussi/Phillipe Gurdjian (3.0 Porsche Carrera RSR)..... 
“Segolen”/Marcel Duviere/‘‘Lagagi” (3.0 Porsche Carrera RSR) . . 
Georges Schafer/Riccardo Albanesi/Jean-Pierre Adatte/Pierre Laffeach (1.8 Chevron-Cosworth Ford FVC B26) 
Pierre Laffeach//John Rulon-Miller/Tom Waugh (3.0 Porsche Carrera RS)..........--+.--- 7 penta M(isgnate ees 
Hershel McGriff/Doug McGriff (7.0 Dodge Charger)............ 
Pete Brock/Brian Muir/Jean-Claude Aubriet/‘Depnic’’ (3.5 BMW 3.0 Mees x 
Claude Buchet/Jean-Luc Favresse/Andre Haller (2.6 Datsun HLS 30/2602) . . 
Joel Laplacette/Alain Leroux/Georges Bourdillat (3.0 Porsche Carrera RSR) 
Christian Poirot/Rene Boubet/Jean-Claude Lagniez (3.0 Porsche Carrera RSR) 
Michel Lateste/Jose Thibault/Alain Hubert (1.8 Hanham-Cosworthiord EVC)sec scac cee ss oe «2 Ag eee awe sias wget 
Jean-Louis Chateau/Jean-Claude Geurie (3.0 Porsche 934 turbo) 
Jean-Louis Ravenel/Jean-Marie Detrin/Jean Ravenel (3.5 BMW 3.0CSL)............ 6c eee eee eee ee tee eens 
Richard Brooks/Dick Hutcherson/Marcel Mignot (5.6 Ford Torino) .... 2.2.2.2 cece eee eee tree eens a ages = 
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plugs and a drop down the field which had never 
been premised by his practice time. It was a sad 
moment, but finally he had two changes of plugs. 
Then it dropped a valve and ultimately the head 
gasket went, and this was the last we saw of it on 
the leader board. Faure was another pit visitor for 
a new tyre, and then needed another after a 
page b More important was a puncture to 

erek Bell, but that was quickly solved and he 
was back out again. 

After a mere half hour, it looked almost. as 


though the Porsche strategy was to break the: 


Alpine with either of the G6 Martini cars, and 
thus at least leave the G5 in the lead if the G6s did 
not survive. For all three of them were way ahead 
of Schurti’s Porsche before a bunch with de 


‘Cadenet, the Monza, Greenwood and Lafosse 


before the Evertz 908, Beltoise’s Inaltera, 
Heyer’s Porsche, Jaussaud’s Inaltera, Bell 
pee up again and another nine Selepped 
cars. The Australian Peter Brock, sharing his 
BMW with Brian Muir, started his troubles with 
a broken hub in this first hour. 

Redman soon came into the pits again, but the 


= zt —~  — 2 > 7 
early due is small fuel load. this alter just iess 
than 40 minutes. Schurti wasn't long after bum 

ex, that 


while the sole ming NASCAR stock 

of Brooks, pitted rapidly y as one would expect. 
It looked good until the starter jammed. It took 
10 minutes to fix that. Further American involve 
ment in the pits included a visit by Greenwood for 
water ...on him. He was hot in the big Chevvy. 

Thus at hour one the order read Ickx m the 
Martini Porsche, on 15 laps with Jost’s Porsche 
and the Alpine. Schurti, de Cadenet, Lafosse and 
now Bell, Greenwood, Kinnunen, Beltoise and 
Jaussaud were all a lap behind. Walkinshaw led a 
trio of BMWs while the ROC Chevron of Ferrier 
led the 2-litre class. An early retirement in that 
first hour, sadly, was the Monza, whose 
driveshaft simply twisted around in the middle — 
a shame, as they were not driving it hard. 

The sun still blazed hot throughout the second 
hour and one to be delayed under it was Posey’'s 
BMW, which had to change a windscreen. More 
BMW trouble came for Redman, who quietly 
staggered around with the engine being checked 
for oil all the time and Mr Stella’s paint 
getting blacker and blacker around the rear en 
They had to wait until three-quarters of the way: 
through the hour before being topped up, and all 
that lot escaped so quickly that they retired just 
into the third hour. The reason was either a 
machining fault or a cracked block; to some that 
means the same thing. Early in the second hour, 
yet more BMW trouble, for suddenly there was no 
Tom Walkinshaw; the Hermetite car had stopped 
just after Arnage, and while the engine started, 
flames belched from the injection trumpets. The 
BMW mechanics believed it was a broken 


camshaft, but it was a sad hour for Britain. 
In the lead battle, the Alpine’s early stop had 


The Gs Martini Porsche of Manfred Schurti/Rolf Stommelen had a number of problems, including the suspension collapsing which necessitated body work 


————— a a 


reworking (above right). However, he finished fourth. 


meant that the Porsches moved into a command- 
ing 1-2-3, with the two G6 cars on 30 laps from 
Schurti’s 935 before the de Cadenet of Craft, then 
the two JCB Mirages and then the Alpine which 
was being severely handicapped b lenge oe 
in particular a four-minute one for plugs and @ 
new rear wheel. The Lloyds Lola had a Jengthy 
stop here because of fuel vaporization, i 
dropped it back some 13 places. And Ickx had his 
first stop (after one and a half hours, so no wonder 
he was ahead by so much). Tambay had another 
electrics change briefly during the hour. 

Just before the two-hour mark, the Corvette 
was in trouble, for first there was a puncture, 
quickly rectified, and then another; but at the 
same time, Darniche became ill, the heat affecting 
him too. The Corvette sage continues, so read on. 
The number two Inaltera had the first of two 
shock absorbers break, which immediately 
dropped it back. 

us, at the third hour, it was Porsche, Porsche 
and Porsche, the first two on 45 laps and the third 
on 44. They seemed to have found the Alpine's 
weak spot, and were quietly showing their own 
strength. Two Mirages sandwiched the Alpine. 
also on 44 laps, before the de Cadenet on 43, this 
having been slowly overhauled although de 


Cadenet was suffering from the heat, which 
would cause a new nose to be made up overnight. 
The Everz 908 and Hezemans’s were also 
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24 hours at 
Le Mans 


Hour 1 (15 laps}: 1, Ickx/van Lennep, 131.630mph; 2, Joest/Barth; 
3, Jabouille/Tambay; 4, Schurti/Stommelen, 14; 5, Craft/de. 
Cadenet; 6, Lafosse/Migault; 7, Bell Schuppan; 8, J. Greenwood/B. 
Greenwood; 9, Kinnunen/Evertz; 10, Jaussaud/Beckers/Rondeau. 

Hour 2 (30 laps), Ickx/van Lennep, 129.81mph; 2, Joest/Barth; 3 


Schurti/Stommelen, 29; 4; Craft/de Cadenet; 5, Lafosse/Migault; 6, - 


Be ectuppan: 7, Jabouille/Tambay, 28; 8, Pescarolo/Beltoise; 9, 
Jaussaud/Beckers/Rondeau, 27; 10, J. Greenwood/B. Greenwood. 
Hour 3 (45 laps): 1, Ickx/van Lennep, 130.347mph; 2, Joest/Barth; 
3, Schurti/Stommelen, 44; 4, Lafosse/Migualt; 5, Jabouille/Tambay; 
6, Bell/Schuppan; 7, Craft/de Cadenet, 43; 8, Kinnunen/Evertz, 42; 
9, Heyer/Bolanos/Sprowls/Negrete, 41; 10, Hezemans/Schenken 
Hour 4 (60 laps): 1, van Lennep/Ickx, 129.945mph; 2, Barth/Joest; 
3, Tambay/Jabouille, 59; 4, Bell/Schuppan, 58; 5, Migault/Lafosse; 
6, Stommelen /Schurti; 7, de Cadenet/Craft, 56; 8, Bolanos /Heyer/- 
Negrete/Sprowls; 9, Evertz/Kinnunen, 55; 10, Schenken/Hezemans. 


Hour 5 (76 laps): 1, van Lennep/Ickx, 129.751mph; 2, Barth/Joest, 
75: 3, Tambay/Jabouille, 74; 4, BellSSchuppan; 5, Migault/Lafosse, 
73; 6, de Cadenet/Craft, 71; 7, Heyer/Bolanos/Sprowls/Negrete, 70; 
8, Evertz/Kinnunen, 69; 9, Stommelen/Schurti; 10, Hezemans/- 
Schenken, 68. 


Hour 6 (90 laps): 1, van Lennep/Ickx, 128.949mph: 2: Barth/Joest, 


89; 3, Tambay/Jabouille; 4, Migault/Lafosse, 87; 5, Schuppan/Bell; 
6, de Cadenet/Craft, 85; 7, Bolanos/Heyer/Sprowls/Negrete, 83; 8, 
ee annunen, 81; 9, Quester/Krebs/Peltier; 10, Stommelen;- 
churti. 

Hour 7 (105 laps): 1, Ickx/van Lennep, 128.600 mph; 2, Joest/Barth, 
104; 3, Jabouille/Tambay, 102; 4, Bell/Schuppan; 5, Lafosse/- 
Migualt, 101; 6, Craft/de Cadenet, 98; 7, Schurti/Stommelen, 96; 8, 
Quester/Krebs/Peltier, 95; 9, Schenken/Hezemans, 94; 10, 
Bolanos /Heyer/Sprowls/Negrete, 93. 

Hour 8 (120 laps): 1, Ickx/van Lennep, 128.363mph; 2, Joest/Barth, 
119; 3, Jabouille/Tambay, 117; 4, BellSSchuppan, 116; 5, Lafosse/- 
Migault: 6, Craft/de Cadenet, 112; 7, Schurti/Stommelen, 110; 8, 
Krebs/Quester/Peltier, 109; 9, Schenken/Hezemans, 108; 10, 
Posey/de Fierlant/Grohs, 107. 


Hour 9 (135 laps): 1, Ickx/van Lennep, 128.538mph; 2, Joest/Barth, 
134; 3, Jabouille(Tambay, 132; 4, Bell/Schuppan; 5, 
Lafosse/Migault, 130; 6, Craft/de Cadenet, 126; 7, Schurti+ 
Stommelen, 125; 8, Hezemans/Schenken, 122; 9, Posey/de 
Fierlant/Grohs, 121; 10, Zbinden/Cheneviere/Buhrer, 120. 

Hour 10 (150 laps) 1, van Lennep/ickx, 128.096mph; 2, 
Barth/Joest, 148; 3, Schuppan/Bell, 146; 4, Migault/Lafosse, 145; 5, 
de Cadenet/Craft, 140; 6, Stommelen/Schurti, 139; 7, 
Tambay/Jabouille, 135; 8, Hezemans/Schenken; 9, de Fierlant/- 
Posey/Grohs, 134; 10, Touroul/Cudini/Boubet, 133. 

Hour 11 (165 laps): 1, van Lennep/ickx, 127.910mph; 2, Barth/- 
Joest, 163; 3, Migault/Lafosse, 160; 4, Schuppan/Beil, 156; 5, de 
Cadenet/Craft, 154; 6, Stommelen/Schurti, 153; 7, Schenken/- 
Hezemans, 149; 8, Grohs/de Fierlant/Posey, 147; 9, Touroul/- 
Cudini/Boubet; 10, Zbinden//Cheneviere/Buhrer, 146. 

Hour 12 (180 laps): 1, van Lennep/Ickx, 128.151mph; 2, Barthy- 
Joest, 178; 3, Migault/Lafosse, 174: 4, de Cadenet/Craft, 169; 5, 
Schuppan/Bell, 168; 6, Stommelen/Schurti, 167; 7, Schenken/- 
Hezemans, 162; 8, Posey/de Fierlant/Grohs, 161; 9, Touroul/- 
Cudini/Boubet, 160; 10, Kraus/Steckkonig, 159. 


Hour 13 (195 laps): 1, Ickx/van Lennep, 127.972mph; 2, Joest/ 
Barth, 192: 3, Lafosse/Migault, 188; 4, Craft/de Cadenet. 183: 5,. 
Bell/Schuppan, 182; 6, Schurti/Stommelen, 181; 7, Hezemans/- 
Schenken, 175; 8, Touroul/Cudini/Boubet, 173; 9, 
Zbinden/Cheneviere/Buhrer, 172; 10, Posey/de Fierlant/Grohs. 
Hour 14 (210 laps): 1, Ickx/van Lennep, 128.178mph; 2, Joest/ 
Barth, 207; 3, Lafosse/Migault, 203; 4, Craft/de Cadenet, 197;5, 
Schurti/Stommelen, 196; 6, Bell/Schuppan, 195; 7, Hezemans/- 
Schenken, 188; 8, Touroul/Cudini/Boubet, 187; 9, Kraus/- 
Steckkonig, 186; 10, Haldi/Vetsch, 184. 

Hour 15 (225 laps): 1, Ickx/van Lennep, 128.215mph; 2, Joest/- 
Barth, 218; 3, Lafosse/Migault; 4, Craft/de Cadenet, 212; 5, 
Schurti/Stommelen, 211; 6, BellShuppan, 210; 7, Hezemans/- 
Schenken, 202; 8, Cudini/Touroul/Boubet, 200; 9, Kraus/- 
Steckkonig, 199; 10, Haldi/Vetsch, 198. ; ; 

Hour 16 (240 laps): 1, van Lennep/ickx, 128.11 3mph; 2, Migault/ 
Lafosse, 233; 3, Schuppan/Bell, 226; 4, de Cadenet/Craft, 225; 5, 
Stommelen/Schurti; 6, Barth/Joest, 218; 7, Schenken/Hezemans, 
216; 8, Cudini/Touroul/Boubet, 213; 9, Pescarolo/Beltoise, 211; 10, 
Haldi/Vetsch. 


Hour 17 (255 laps): 1, van Lennep/ickx, 128.217mph: 2. Migault/ 
Laffosse, 247; 3, de Cadenet/Craft, 240; 4, Stommelen/Schurti; 5, 
Schuppan/Bell; 6, Hezemans/Schenken, 229; 7, Cudini/Touroul/- 
Boubet, 226; 8, Pescarolo/Beltoise, 223; 9, Posey/Grohs/ de Fierlant, 
221;10, Kraus/Steckkonig, 220. ; 

Hour 18 (270 laps): 1, van Lennep/ickx, 128.11 3mph; 2, Migault/ 
Lafosse, 260; 3, de Cadenet/Craft, 253; 4, Stommelen/Schurti, 252; 
5, Schuppan/Bell, 249; 6, Hezemans/Schenken, 242; 7, Cudini/- 
Touroul/Boubet, 240: 8, Pescarolo/Beltoise, 236; 9, Kraus/- 
Steckkonig, 234; 10, Zbinden/Cheneviere/Buhrer, 233. 

Hour 19 (285 laps): 1, Ickx/ annep, 128.003mph; 2, Lafosse/- 
Migault, 269; 3, Craft/De Cadenet, 267; 4, Schurti/Stommelen, 265; 
5, Bell/Schuppan, 260/ 6, Hezemans/Schenken, 256; 7, Cudini/ 
Touroul/Boubet, 253; 8, Beltoise/Pescarolo, 250; 9, Steckkonig/- 
Kraus, 247; 10, Cheneviere/Zbinden/Buhrer, 245. 

Hour 20 (292 laps): 1, Ickx/van Lennep, 127.930mph; 2, Lafosse/- 
Migault, 283; 3, Craft/de Cadenet, 281; 4, Schurti/Stommelen, 278; 
5, Bell/Schuppan, 272: 6, Cudini/Touroul/Boubet, 266; 7, 
Steckkonig/Kraus, 260; 8, Hezemans/Schenken, 259; 9, Zbinden/- 
(Gheneviere/Buhrer; 10, Beltoise/Pescarolo, 257. 


Hour 21 (306 laps): 1, Ickx/van Lennep, 124.389mph; 2, Lafosse/- 
ult, 296; 3, Craft/de Cadenet; 4, Schurti/Stommelen, 290; 5, 
Schuppan, 286; 6, Cudini/Touroul/Boubet, 279; 7, Steckkonig/- 

Sus. 274; 8, Beltoise/Pescarolo, 271; 9, Zbinden/Cheneviere/- 

Serer, 270; 10, Bertrams/Martin/Evertz, 266. 

Meer 22 (320 laps): 1, van Lennep/ickx, 124.281mph; 2, Migault/ 

Letpsse, 311; 3, Craft/de Cadenet, 309; 4, Stommelen/Schurti, 302; 

5 Schuppan/Bell, 299; 6, Touroul/Cudini/Boubet, 292; 7, Kraus/- 

Steckkonig, 287; 8, Pescarolo/Beltoise, 279; 9, Bertrams/Martin/- 

Evertz, 278: 10, prahe/Posey! de Fierlant, 274. 

Hour 23 335 laps): 1, van Lennep/ickx, 124.351mph; 2, Migault/- 

, 325; 3, Craft/de Cadenet, 323; 4, Stommelen/Schurti, 317; 

5. Schuppan/Bell, 314; 6, Touroul/Cudini/Boubet, 303; 7, Kraus/- 

Steckkonig, 300; 8, Pescarolo/Beltoise, 292: 9, Bertrams/Martin/- 

Evertz, 290: 10, Grohs'Paseyide Fierlant, 286. 


~ 


Night-time at Le Mans: the lights of the fairground, and of the passing cars heading out into the country 
/ 


again for another lap of over eight miles. 


LE MANS 24 HOURS 


continued 


on terms. The number one Inaltera had a further 
problem in that it was leaking oil onto the alter- 
nator and it needed new belts to stop them slip- 
ping, and these then broke. They weren’t having 
much luck.... 

In this fourth hour, the Inaltera team continued 
to have the oil problem with the number one car, 
but the second car broke another shock absorber 
which had to be cut out. The sun continued to 
blaze away, despite it being nearly eight o’clock. 
It transpired that it was Martini’s turn to have a 


_ touch of the gremlins, and they set about the 


Schurti/Stommelen car in no uncertain way with 
firstly an alternator belt failure, which dropped 
the 935 to sixth overall, just ahead of the de 
Cadenet and the Kremer G5 Porsche driven by 
the Mexicans. 

Early into the fifth hour, the 935 had more 
problems, this time when part of the rear 
suspension fell apart when a mounting broke, and 
the mechanics had to put the whole lot back 
together again. And then there was the acceler- 
ator cable, but at least the leading two cars were 

oing like trains, and at least it was cooling just a 
ittle, even if things were going at full swing in the 
village. The turbo Porsche being delayed meant 
that it dropped further down the order, so that at 
nine o'clock after five hours, the order read 
Ickx/van Lennep, 76 laps, one less for Jost/Barth, 
and another down with the Bell/Schuppan Mirage 
was the Alpine. Seventh was Kremer’s turbo 
Porsche on the same lap as Evertz’s 908. The 935 
was next in ninth place before Schenken’s Gelo 
Carrera. The first BMW, that of Quester, Krebs 
and Peltier, was eleventh, before a batch of 
Carreras. The Lloyds Lola was in more trouble 
with an oil ring gone, which meant the total loss of 
56 minutes. 

Then, returning to the press box at nine, a little 
column of smoke could be seen some four or five 
miles away. A privately entered Datsun 260Z 
which, by all accounts, had been handling badly 


anyway, had left the road on the Mulsanne — 


straight crashing through the guardrails and 
catching fire. The young driver, Andre Haller, a 
Strasbourg restaurateur, was dead. 

But at the head of the field, there was no 
change. The Martini Porsches just didn’t seem 
catchable, streaking away from the opposition, if 
only at a slow, steady pace. The Corvette had been 
raised on a jack in the pits to try and rectify the 
damage. The puncture had damaged the rear 
suspension and the fuel tank, and while the Green- 
wood crew mended the suspension, the fuel tank 
was a different matter and after even trying a 
borrowed one, they regretfully retired. However, 
the NASCAR Torino was happily touring around, 
Brooks experiencing his first night racing and the 
two drivers getting quite enthusiastic about it all. 


The dusty lanes of the Le Mans village teemed 
with people in various states night up to midnight 
and frees and no wonder, because there was 
little of interest on the course. The leader had a 
lap over his team-mate and two laps over the 
following Alpine, which was on the same lap as 
the first of the Mirages with the second next up 
followed by the de Cadenet and the G5 Porsche. 
The Heyer G5 Porsche Turbo was experiencing 
problems with clutch bother, and after trying to 
mend it rather than change, they delayed and 
delayed until finally it had to be changed in a 
lengthy manoeuvre. Sadly, the Torino was a 
retirement with transmission delays after a 
steady if uncompetitive run. 

In the next few hours, that is until the light just 
began to show above the dark countryside and 
through the trees, little was to happen. The night 
brought no danger nor excitement for the leaders 
just continued, round and round, no challenge. 
However, the BMW of Quester/Krebs/Peltier 
suddenly quit its eighth place with exactly the 
same symptoms as the Hermetite car, and in the. 
next oe of hours, just before dawn, the Alpine 
was suddenly immobilized at its stand. It was a 
burnt piston, thought at first to be a valve, and a 
rueful Larrousse explained in front of an equally 
rueful Francois Guiter of Elf, that the petrol just 
wasn’t of high enough octane, hence the sooting 
up. They had thought it was a valve, thus the long 
stop; but no, a piston was too much and the 
Alpine men retired for coffee in the paddock, their 
challenge over. Victory, in éssence, to Martini and 
Porsche? , 

In the next hour, the then third placed Mirage 
lost three and a half laps too. The alternator had 
been playing up it was thought, so it was 
changed. Further investigation revealed a broken 
internal wire and soon it was singing along again, 
but having lost a place. 

Meanwhile, Britons in Porsches were in trouble 
too. Poor Nick Faure was in and out of the pits 
with a loose turbo cooler, then the front bearing 
seized. Finally, with different diameter tyres, 
Nick found not surprisingly, that the handling 
was upset. It took them a while to find the latter. - 
Alec Poole’s Puerto Rican Porsche had also had 
front wheel trouble and needed a new unit, and 
then had gearbox problems and the crown wheel 
and pinion gave up. However, Tim Schenken 
wasn t nearly so troubled and led the G4 Sree! 
in eighth position with Toine Hezemans, althoug 
business partner Howden Ganley had had to quit 
with a seized diff much earlier on. 

The Inaltera number two was not happy at all,. 
because its latest trick was to throw off doors; 
although there were spares, they did not 
necessarily fit all that well, and Jaussaud and 
Christine were particular sufferers. 

So when the light began to differentiate be- 
tween daylight and trees, and paper sellers in- 
vaded the pit road with sensatio and early 
stirrers nonchalantly kicked the piles of paper on 
the otends,t iS Martini Bh: of Ickx end van 
Lennep three from =£S teammate. 
driven by Jost/Barth. who were Gam lps 
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Fast ina straight line, the Inalteras proved slightly fragile but it was some achievement to get both the 
new cars to the finish; this is the eighth-placed Pescarolo/Beltoise model. 


ahead of the French driven Mirage. The de 
Cadenet, still wearing its original rear tyres, was 


next up, with the Bell/Schuppan Mirage next 
after its dramas. Then came the 935 Porsche, 
icking up punctures and hopefully keeping the 
eading two cars jinx-free by over-compensating. 
Then came the Gelo Porsche followed by two 
rivate French Porsches, the surviving Alpina 
altz BMW completing the top ten. The Inalteras 
were in 15th and 32nd positions. 

As the sun began to give some welcome heat, 
for the dawn had come with a cold breeze, new life 
came into the race. The Martini Porsche of Jost 
and Barth stopped in the pits for nearly 20 
minutes with possible valve trouble. The order 
changed dramatically, and there seemed to be a 
new purpose to the race. Furthermore, when the 
Porsche rejoined, it stopped almost immediately 
with transmission failure out on the circuit. It was 
the end of a brave run, and slightly messed up the 
fine one-two which Martini-Porsche wererunning. 

But at eight o’clock, it meant a sudden battle 
for third sites: The JCB Mirage driven by the 
French had seven laps over the second team car 
which was just a lap ahead on paper of the de 


‘Cadenet Lola, and in turn, on the same lap as the 


G5 Martini Porsche. 

While all this was going on, there was a lot of 
action too in the pits. Poor Faure was having 
everything go wrong, from the eee tyres 
through to a holed water pipe caused by a frisky 
squirrel at Arnage. They lost half the windscreen 
at one time, and were having tremendous 

roblems with turbo pressure. It was at 2.0 boost 
instead of 1.1, and Faure was lapping incredibly 
quickly, except the engine would not last at that 
rate. 

Then there were the two Porsches of the Kremer 
team, both in a large amount of trouble with 
clutches, and both being jacked up for attention 
to them. ‘‘I don’t like Le Mans,” muttered Erwin 
Kremer who was looking after the G4 car. Then 
there was Peter Brock and Brian Muir in the 
former’s BMW, which had all sorts of problems 
with a cracked bellhousing, punctures and vibra- 
tions, among others. 

As we got to nine o’clock in the morning, the 
race was really on, but not for long. While de 
Cadenet suddenly dropped from third to fifth, 
Bell was quickly back in the pits with the petrol 
warning light flashing. This was found to be 
inaccurate, but the petrol pump was changed, 
while de Cadenet was delayed with a jamming 
wheel nut in this 18th hour which lost him eight 
minutes. And suddenly, at the end of the hour, 
both Mirages were in the pits as was the G5 
Porsche turbo of Schurti/Stommelen. The Mirage 
— were as a result of this petrol pump trouble, 

the Porsche had ignition me 

As the dust filled the air as the crowds flocked 
back for another hot day, the order suddenly 
changed back to Ickx/van Lennep, looking as 
though nothing would eos enn, ten laps d 
of the French driven J Mirage, seven laps 
ahead of the de Cadenet, one lap ahead of the G5 
Carrere which was three laps ahead of the 
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Bell/Schuppan Mirage. This one suffered worst 
from the fuel pump problem and had a long stop 
checking electrics in general, and at one time, the 
engine completely died on Schuppan. Sixth was 
the perfectly running Loos Carrera for Schenken 
and Hezemans, with the Raymond Touroul/Alain 
Cudini Carrera next up. 

The drama continued as the second placed 
French Mirage had its problems and the Martini 
G5 Porsche extended its lead to a super-safe 16 
laps, but the de Cadenet wasn’t losing time and 
was now just two laps behind the Mirage in third 

lace. The only real problem was that Chris had 
burt his foot in the car, and on the ball; he could 
scarcely feel anything so various medications 
were being Bab enn for him. The turbo Martini 
Carrera had dropped with its ignition problem 
which was being attended to every now and then; 
it lost two laps on the stopping Mirage. Bodywork 


was being patched up all the time after the 
suspension had collapsed, while before midday, 


the 20th hour, there was considerable drama yet 
again. 

This time, the leading car tripped up for the 
first time. The exhaust broke between the mani- 
fold and turbocharger but it took just over 20 
minutes to fix. In fact, the lead was reduced from 
16 laps to 11, but the second-placed Mirage was 
holding ground over the de Cadenet and this was 


nine laps ahead of the second Mirage. Drama had 


struck the following Porsche: Hezemans had only 
found first and second in the ’box, but the George 
Loos team set to rebuild the ’box and expected to 
take about two hours doing it. In fifth spot was 
the Porsche 908/3 of Ernst Kraus/Gunther 


Steckkonig which was all of 32 laps behind the 
leader and 12 behind the men in front. In 20th 


place should have been the Lloyds 2-litre Lola, 
which was steady enough after a couple of stops, 
but just about on the mid-day mark the car 
suffered badly from fuel stavation. It was 
thought to be fixed and Bracey made to go back 
out when it stopped again, and the demon mech- 
anic set to work to get it to go around a lap to its 
pit. 

On the Inaltera front, the number one car of 
Beltoise and Pescarolo was slowly picking Hp 
places with excellent top speed, while the BM 
which remained, that of Alpina Faltz, had trans- 
mission vibrations. In the next hour, the Kremer 
Porsche, which should have just been enjoying a 
downhill run to the finish, suddenly was shown to 
be on fire and while the pit readied themselves 
with fire extinguishers, a little plume of smoke 
from Mulsanne showed that they would not be 
needed. Hans Heyer said the car was not too 
badly damaged, but it was probably enough for 
Erwin Kremer as the G4 was up on stands in the 
pits, being worked on. 

At about midday, the Martini G5 Porsche 
started sounding horrible, and very shortly after- 
wards it pitted for a new turbocharger which was 
very quickly provided by the Porsche mechanics. 
But it was a stop that helped out the de Cadenet 
pees Devas Sarerg theme 3 oute mere > ‘he 
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assembled to welcome the victors of this tough 
race. The usual Le Mans puddles were forming 


around 
water. Pescarolo had his second puncture, whi 
was to cause problems for the Inaltera, while the 
class leading G4 Carrera of Touroul/Cudimi was 
sending up a thin wisp of smoke from the exhaust, 
canopaie S the team were une confident of their 
impending class win. Their predecessors, the 
Hezemans/Schenken car, left the pits after its 2} 
hour stop in fine health now, with the gearbox 
rebuilt. Another, rather quicker mechanical 
problem was fixed on the remaining Gb BMW, 
that of Posey/de Fierlandt/Grohs, which caught 
the crankshaft damper bug previously afflicting 
the Hermetite car. It was changed in 12 minutes, 
announced a proud Jochen Neerpasch. 

However, for some, it was not all good. The 
Beurlys team resigned themselves to going out in 
the final minutes as they had virtually used up 
Porsche’s stock of turbochargers in trying to get 
the right boost pressure, while the Lloyds Lola 
had made the pits again only to find that it had 
lost compression in one cylinder, so they elected 
to do a final lap too. The Brock BMW, after every | 
complaint, retired with a blown cylinder head 
gasket early in the afternoon. 

So the final hours rolled by with the French- 
driven mere really charging away from the de 

ola (the Londoner in particular was 
experiencing heat exhaustion), but they were still 
ahead of the G5 Martini Porsche, and seemed well 
assured of third position at least. 

And that’s the way it all looked as though it 
was ae to end. But with a mere 15 minutes to 
go, the second tte Mirage appeared with no 
rear bodywork. This upsets the handling quite a 
lot, and it was going pretty slowly. The de 
Cadenet was only a couple of laps behind and ob- 
viously gaining now, for the Mirage could not go 
that fast. A quick decision saw the Mirage in the 
pie after two further laps, and while there, de 

adenet’s Lola came flying by, putting it just a 
lap behind. The new bodywork was fitted, but 
then the car wouldn’t fire. When it did fire, it 
sounded ghastly but soon cleared, but the de 
Cadenet just couldn’t quite make it, there wasn’t 
the time. So Harley Cluxton was rewarded with 
second and fifth, Martini got first and fourth, and 
de Cadenet and Craft took third for Britain. 

= 44th Grand Prix d'Endurance 
24 Hours of Le Mans 
Le Mans, France — June 12/13 
1, Jacky Ickx/Gijs van Lennep (3.0 Porsche 946 turbo), 349 laps, 
2981.20 miles, 124.216mph; 
2, Jean-Louis Lafosse/Francois Migault (3.0 Mirage-Cosworth Ford 


DFV ony 338; 
3, Chris Craft/Alain de Cadenet (3.0 Lola-Cosworth Ford DFV T380), 


337; 
4, Rolf Stommelen/Manfred Schurti (2.9 Porsche 935 turbo), 331*; 
5, Derek Bell/Vern Schuppan (3.0 Mirage-Cosworth Ford DFV GR8), 


326; 
6, Alain Cudini/Raymond Touroul/Rene Boubet (3.0 Porsche Carrera 
RSR), 314; 


7,Ernst Kraus/Gunther Steckkonig (3.0 Porsche 908/3-936), 313; 
8, Henri Pescarolo/Jean-Pierre Beltoise (3.0 Inaltera-Cosworth Ford 
DFV GTP), 304*; 9, Hartwig Bertrams/Heinz Martin/Egon Evertz 
(3.0 Porsche Carrera RSR), 302; 10, Sam Posey ughes de 
Fierlant/Harald Grohs (3.5 BMW. 3.0 CSL), 299; 11, Hubert 
Striebig/Annie-Charlotte Verney/Heinz Kirschoffer (4.2 Porsche 934 
turbo), 298; 12, “Segolen”/Marcel Ouviere/‘‘Ladagi” (3.0 Porsche 
Carrera RSR), 292"; 13, Thierry - Sabine/Jean-Claude 
Andruet/Phillipe Dagoreau/Henri Cachia (3.0 Porsche Carrera RSR), 
288; 14, Pierre Laffeach/John Rulon-Miller/Ton Waugh (3.0 Porsche 
Carrera RSR), 283*; 15, Francois Trisconi/Georges Morand/Andre 
Chevalley (2.0 Lola-Cosworth Ford 1292), 279; 16, Toine 
Hezemans/Tim Schenken (4.2 Porsche 934 turbo), 277; 17, Joel 
Laplacette/Alain Leroux/Georges Bourdillat (3.0 Porsche Carrera 
RSR), 273; 18, Thierry Perrier/Guy de Saint-Pierre (3.0 Porsche 
Carrera RSR), 273; 19, Bob Wollek/Didier Pironi/Marie-Claude 
Beaumont -(4.2 Porsche 934 turbo), 270; 20, Lella 
Lombardi/Christine Dacremont (2.4 Lancia Stratos turbo), 265; 21, 
Jean-Pierre Jaussaud/Christine Beckers/Jean Rondeau (3.0 
Inaltera-Cosworth Ford DFV GTP), 264; 22, Tony Birchen 
hough/Simon Phillips/lan Bracey/Brian Joscelyne (2.0 Lola- 
Cosworth Ford FVC 1294S), 252; 23, Christian Poirot/Rene 
Boubet/Jean-Claude Lagniez (3.0 Porsche Carrera RSR), 245; 24, 
Jean-Louis Ravenel/Jean-Marie Detrin/Jean Ravenel (3.5 BMW 3.0 
CSL), 237*; 25, Jean-Marie Lemerle/Patrick Daire/Alain Levie 2.0 
Lola-ROC Chrysler Simca 1294), 218; 26, Jean-Claude 
Andruet/Jean Borras/Henri Cachia (4.2 Porsche 934 turbo), 203; 
27, Nich Faure/Beurlys” John Goss (4.2 Porsche 934 turbo), 168 
laps. No other finishers. 

Fastest lap: Reinhold Joest (2.1 Porsche 908-3/936 turbo), on lap 
19, 3m 48.9s, 134.076mph. ; 5 
* Class winners 
The final drama: a new rear tail section for the 


second-placed Mirage after 233 hours. _ 
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RRND CESS EL CONS 


Chasing lizards 
over the desert 


I don’t often get invitations to rush off to the 
Middle East, let alone to initiate the locals into a 
bit of rallying when I get there, so when 
Rothmans, who are pace aes rallying very 
heavily in Kuwait through eir Rothmans 
Autosport Club, invited me to fly out there for a 
few days, chair a forum, hold a rally school and 
“voice-over” a film, I didn’t waste too much time 
in accepting with alacrity. 

One always has preconceived notions about far- 
away places, but mine certainly got taken to the 
cleaners as a result of a first once-over glance at 
Baghdad. Gone were those steamy Oriental 
temples, Byzantine art emporiums, busloads of 
courtesans and boxes of Turkish Delight. a 
images of Rudolph Valentino charging about wit 
a sword in one hand and a luscious dame bursting 
out all over the place in the other were rudely 
shattered by the reality of swirling mist and 
nothing to be seen save one of the loneliest 
stretches of desert I’ve ever encountered. The 
entire area is of course on a semi-war footing so I 
was really quite glad when the cabin staff 
suggested we shouldn’t disembark, as the locals 
are quite keen on a little early morning target 
practice. ; 

I seriously don’t know whether Kuwait would 
survive without air conditioning. The temp- 
erature at 10.00 am was 98 degrees— you step off 
the aeroplane and immediately you're fighting for 
breath. The visit certainly changed my mind 
about the Arabs, it’s an enlightening experience. 
There is nothing there of any permanence and 
were someone to turn off the oil tap, the entire 
‘civilization’ would disappear back into the sand. 
It’s like pouring water on the desert; once the flow 
stops, the vegetation dies. And this is what 
Kuwait is all about. Water costs more than petrol, 
and buildings topple over in as little as 12 years 
because the fountations are so insecure in the 
sand. Reconstruction is a perenniel and unbeliev- 
ably costly operation. The desert is trying to take 
everything back all the time and the Arabs have 
to fight it with the only weapon available to them 
— sheer finance. The roads there are enormous, 
like American turnpikes, and the Kuwaitis 
(they’re the ones with the money) all have 
enormously expensive cars. They wander brain- 
lessly from lane to lane in blissful oblivion and 
when they eventually have their accident, which 
is only a matter of time, they merely jump out of 
the wreck beside the road, leave it where it is and 
charge off to the local dealer to grab another! 
Nobody really knows how to repair the broken 
ones anyway! They all drive with their arms 
dangling out of the windows, slumped in the 
corner jammed between the door and the seat, 
listening to the radio at maximum volume and 
slugging back Coke. The only trafficator you ever 
need use is the horn (and you’re advised to rie 
this going permanently) because they attac 
without warning! 

Conducting a forum for 250 kuwaitis and ‘‘ex- 
pats” can be a difficult task sometimes, but when 
it’s all being translated into Arabic as well, some- 
how those old jokes and ribaldries don’t seem to 
sound quite right. But they loved the Tour of 


Britain film, especially all the crashes, because any: 


form of racing goes down big with them. Racing is 
held to be a social evil in their culture, just like 
alcoholic drinking (yes — Kuwait is dry!), so it is 
only understandable that they enjoy it so much. 
In fact, there is an illegal race every night — it’s 
rather like a mini Pan-American Road race 
because after dark all the hot-blooded young 
gigoloes and café racers congregate at the 12kms 
post outside town with their trendy sports cars 
and “street. sleepers’. Then they all race back to 
town (it’s absolutely yale all the way, but this 
doesn’t bother them at all!). The sight of three 
lanes packed abreast with jostling cars all howl- 
img back to the suburbs and the coffee bars is as 
teguler as it is popular with the crowds who turn 
@at to watch in thousands! It’s really tough on 
@=yone coming the other way... . With most of 
the “good” things in life “‘verboten”’ (like sex and 
G@einking), it’s only natural that they’re all car- 
crazy — the marketing potential there is 
enormous and there’s undoubtedly a good living 
to earn in panel-beating, to boot! 

To try and teach these people anything new is 
really difficult; they have their ideas, and that’s 
that. Halfway through the forum one bloke 
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Tony Pond 


“Eventually the inevitable 
happened and he came sidling up, 
wanting to know if | would ride his 
motorbike. Trials riding is per- 
haps my favourite hobby besides 
rallying, so | accepted happily. He 
immediately left for home; this 
time with no return.” 


jumped up in the audience and challenged me toa 
race! He suggested I go to his house and make a 
choice from any of the cars in his garage (there 
were about nine) and we would then race around 
his own private circuit! Who was I to refuse? But 
later events caused him to withdraw the chal- 
lenge. Another bloke, after he had seen the film, 
wanted to buy Brian Pepper’s Camaro. Estimates 
of its price tag didn’t put him off at all, so if it’s 
still for sale, I’ve 
seemed to be particularly attracted to the colour! 


The next day we soldiered out to the desert to 
find a suitable loop for a stage. The network of 
Bedouin-built roads is astonishing and the hard 
bed-rock provides an ideal base on which to run a 
stage. The desert, though, is simply unreal. We’ve 
all watched films of those forgotten heroes trudg- 
ing on and on through the sand and over the 


- dunes, gradually gh Se down and dying under 


the cruel sun; well, as far as I was concerned, you 
wouldn’t trudge a mile without snuffing it. When 
you venture out of the car, the wind is like a blast 
from a high performance hair drier and the body 
dehydrates at a tremendous rate; that ruthless 
sun and the gas Pda burn and dry you out so 
rapidly that I could actually feel this happening 
to me. It’s amazing how quickly your legs begin 
to buckle under you. If the car packs up out there, 
the driver is going to be deep-fried in no time. 
When the air-conditioning unit packs up it’s like 
being inside a tin coffin at a cremation ceremony. 
Of course we got a puncture in our hired Toyota 
1500 and had to limp out of the desert on the rim, 
as the men had forgotten to give us a key for the 
boot; it was all a little bit tense. 

However, we worked out a stage in the form of a 
rough triangle. The test had a hairpin, and two or 
three quicker bends on it. I then went round the 
stage in the Toyota, showing several of these 
really keen lads how to take the hairpin and so on. 
There were about 12 of them in all and they’d all 
brought their own cars along. We were trying to 
show them the different techniques a driver uses 
for different corners, using either front or rear 
wheel drive. By now my times in the Toyota were 
around the 35-second mark. One of these blokes 
(who had earlier thrown down the gauntlet with 
the challenge of a race) wasn’t too prepared to 


}) listen to anything. All he wanted to do was chase 


lizards around in his brand-new BMW 320. Soon 


ot the man’s address! He. 


he decided that he wanted a time on the so 
he charged up to the startline and we counted him 
down. A minor explosion then took place as the 
BMW did its best to dig a deep hole in the desert. 
and with about 10,000rpm on the clock Mr Salah 
took off into the desert amid a curtain of sand (he 
had, of course, left the window open). I had 
previously been telling him to drive the car 
smoothly as this was the quickest way, but he 
didn’t want any of that. By the time he got to the 
first bend the BMW was really motoring; he got 
the car completely sideways, missing the bend ak 
together, sand going up in all directions. We were 
then treated to the sight of the car blasting out of 
this self-made sandstorm and screaming demonic- 
ally into the hairpin. Our friend grabs the hand- 
brake, goes straight past the apex backwards, 
and spins round furiously in the Aeeett. Time, 52 
seconds. 

He jumped out, covered from head to foot in 
sand, demanding to know his time. He didn’t 
believe the watch when he heard the result and 
decided on the spot that the BMW was just no 
good at all. He then wanted me to drive it round, 
so he grabbed the watch and beckoned me out. 
This time the car was 22 seconds quicker, so with- 
out another word he took it home and returned 
with one of his motorbikes and started practising 
‘‘twheelies” all over the place as we carried on with 
the rally school. Eventually the inevitable 
happened and he came sidling up, wanting to 
know if I would ride his motorbike. Trials riding is 
perhaps my favourite hobby besides rallying, so I 
accepted ea A He immediately left for home; 
this time with no return. He seemed very upset, 
but the others obviously enjoyed themselves. 

The problem is that although they’re very keen, 
they’re not very keen to learn. The desert is all 
crests and curves, yet they don’t reckon they need 
pace notes for their rallies. They can’t yet appre- 
ciate that a half-switched-on driver auld win one 
of their events in a Fiat 850 if he were using notes 
properly. After about an hour of trying to 
persuade them of the importance of pace notes, 
we decided that what they really wanted to do 
was to oe their cars a good kick in the guts, so 
we lined them all up with the idea of timing them 
through our designated long loop at one-minute 
intervals. After 20-minutes’ anxious wait, there 
was still no sign of anyone (this was a stage which 
I had completed in around three minutes!). So we 
went back to the start to discover what was 
causing the hold-up. There they were all waiting; 
no-one would start the stage unless I went 
through first, because they wanted to follow me; 
they simply don’t want to know unless there’s 
something or somebody to chase! This procedure 
then worked quite well for car number one; and 
then numbers three, four and five appeared... . 
come in number two! There was still no sign of 
him. Eventually number two arrived screaming 
out of the “bundoo” on a totally different road. 
He wasn’t worried about the time and he leapt out 
of his car, jumping up and down, gabbling to his 
mates. Where had number two been? Ask a silly 
question. .. . “It is very simple sir, I see a beeg 
lizard and I chase him away into de desert, but 
when I catch heem up, he is too beeg to bring 
home so I come back!!!” Is it possible to image a 
similar scene at the Ford Rallye School, where the 
budding Russell Brookes of tomorrow returns 
breathless back to base with a ‘“‘Sorry about that, 
Roger, but I saw a rabbit and I had to chase it!” 
Perhaps they should change the format of their 
rallies A results’ sheet might read: Michael Salah 
wins Kuwait International Rally — penalties 4h 
36m 10s minus seven lizards! Or perhaps we 
should have Timo Makinen winning the RAC 
Rally by losing four minutes but catching 16 
rabbits! Progress, however, was definitely made 
and by the end of the day they were only some 15 
seconds off my time, so we were definitely moving 
in the right direction (I thought then that perhaps 
I had better not try to explain any more in case 
they started beating me!). 

Kuwait is certainly a strange part of the world. 
There is almost nothing to do in the evenings 
which isn’t illegal or immoral, and their civiliza- 
tion is still only skin-deep sometimes, as the story 
currently doing the rounds when we were there 
underlines. Apparently there were these three 
young birds cruising around in a giant Cadillac 
(they all have Caddies), looking for men. They 
picked up some fellow and whisked him off to 
their flat where they induced him to perform; but 
because he was unable to manage the third 
member of this gleesome threesome, they imme- 
diately killed him! After this chilling little tale, we 
spent our time cruising img for 
twos; it could clearly be a terminal case So pick up 
a threesome! at S 
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Swings and roundabouts 


Far be it from me to suggest that some of today’s 
Grand Prix drivers are too soft, but a great many 
people are becoming disillusioned with modern 
Formula 1 racing. To some it has become a well- 
oiled fairground ‘spectacular’ offering calculated 
entertainment and precious little besides. The 
motorised sport that really excites these days is 
motorcycle road-racing and, if you take crowd 
attendances and specialised magazine circula- 
tions as a rough guide, I would estimate that 
motorcycle racing enthusiasts outnumber car 
racing tans by four or fiveto one. 

Perhaps we should take a leaf out of the motor 
cycle book. True, they have their own problems 
{and don’t we with so much talk about Armco, 
catch-fencing and now chicanes?), but I see that it 
has been mooted to run a separate championship 
on trueroad circuits. 

Now, wouldn’t this be a great idea for us! How 
about a world-class championship for single- 
seaters on real circuits and not the glorified 
stadiums we have to endure today? 

Francorchamps, Nirburgring (the full circuit), 
Clermont-Ferrand, Monaco and Barcelona spring 
immediately to mind. Long Beach, Brno, Pescara, 
Phoenix Park and Trois Riviéres are possibilities. 
The falling pound is supposed to be attracting 
lots of foreign visitors, so this is a good reason to 
run the British round at Hyde Park. Failing that, 
how about the Isle of Man or Jersey? 

Naturally, the current Formula 1 circus — well, 
most of them — wouldn’t like this, so I would 
open the championship to single-seater racing 
cars @ la the current ShellSport 5000 series: 
Formula 1, Formula 2, Formula 5000, Formula 
Atlantic and USAC Formula. At first, the people 
who still consider motor racing a challengmg 
sport, an exhilarating experience, would join in. 
Later, this road-racing series could become the 
premier motor racing category and perhaps it 

pa then be restricted to Formula 1 machmery 
only. 

Those who put money above all else can keep to 
their artificial circuits, but I have a feeling the 
crowds will go elsewhere. . . . 


BOSTON, LINCOLNSHIRE MIKE KETTLEWELL 


Kielder culprits 


The future of rallying in the Kielder complex is in 
some doubt because of past actions of spectators 
and service crews. The Parish Council covering 
the area of the approach roads to the forest have 
asked the Police to ban all rallies. A meeting 
between ANECCC and the Council talked over 
the problem and the Council have agreed to wait 
to see if the position improves before making 
further representations. May I therefore appeal to 
any pan using the approach roads from the 
Wark/Bellingham direction to bear this warning 
in mind the next time you are spectating, because 


there may not bea next time. 
DAVE HOLLIDAY 
NUNTHORPE, MIDDLESBOROUGH 


Enforce the law 


I am writing with regard to the state of Formula 
Ford 1600 this season. There always has been a 
certain amount of illegality in the formula in 
previous years. However, to misquote a sponsor’s 
phrase, this year seems to be proving “The Year of 
the Cheat.” There is a lack of motivation among 
those concerned to check: 

a) the legality of the numerous engines in the 
formula 


_ b) the weight of the cars with the correct amount 
_ @f petrol, oil and water in it at the time of 


hing. 
This, we are told, is dueto the lack of equipment 
sed in these cases. Surely each club involved 
should provide this at the circuit. These two 
mts lone would help to’ clear up the feeling 
. een drivers as to the legality of each others 


. Car. : 
The third point I would like to raise is the 
one of baulking. Like smoking, baulking is a 
Bad, dirty and dangerous habit. On reporting an 
incident of baulking, which the pit-crew found 
_ dangerous, I was told that the baulking must be 
blatant for the officials to take any action and if 
re deci st, he lose two 3 
would os ays 
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cannot (or will not) see it? Or blatant baulking? 
Many people are unable to see the dangers 
caused by bad driving, this is often due to the 
‘clean’ drivers, who are capable and competent in 
avoiding accidents, but often at the expense of 


the winner’s flag. No one is prepared to sacrifice. 


their car or their life to prove this point. 
I am given the impression that many people 


' regard the 1600’s as a weekend game with Dinky 


Toys. It is not, it is motor-racing and... 
“MOTOR RACING IS DANGEROUS”. 

N. R. DICKENS 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT 


Pleased Golf driver 


I was delighted to be able to read a road test 
report on the 1600 Golf LS in a recent issue, 
and I would liketo add a few comments of my own 
to your excellent analysis of the car. 

My connection with the Golf has been solely 


- under competition conditions and with the 1100 


version regrettably from the power point of view. 
So far this season I have contested the Welsh 
Rally Championship with this delightful car and 
‘regularly show a dirty boot lid to many an “S” or 
“RS” particularly when the going is tight, wet, or’ 
slippery, unfortunately the 1100 lacks the power 
to climb hills or to blind down long straights 
ig Foard but nevertheless our 4th in class on 
the AGBO is no mean achievement for such a car. 

My car is supplied by South Herefordshire 
Garages, at Symonds Yat, and is straight out of 
the showroom with no additional rally aids or 
tweeks fitted, in fact it goes back after each event 
as a demonstration car. 

As far as I know it is the only Golf being rallied 
at the moment and for a standard car balay 
remarkably well. 

The 1100 is now to be sold I am pleased to say 
and the LS will be sufficiently loosened up to 
contest the .remaining rounds of the Welsh 
Championship by the time it starts again so look 
out for MCJIP (to be known as McJip). It is a 


potential winner. 
MONMOUTH ALAN SHAW 


Viva Vittorio! 


All through last winter, the magazines were full of 
letters exalting Ronnie as the world’s fastest 
driver. When Nigel Roebuck revived memories of 
Seppi recently, he asked, “Where is his like 
today?” 

The answer is the same man who has long since 
stunned into disbelief all of Peterson’s 
supporters! 

Vittorio is the fastest driver in the world! Vit is 
the latest breaker in F1 today! Vit is the supreme 
wheel-to-wheel racer! Vit is the master at 
overtaking! Vit is the wet-weather maestro of 
today! Vit is the best test and development driver 
in Grand Prix racing! Vittorio is the most 
eo and spectacular driver on the tracks 
today! 

_ If March won’t give him the same resources 


that Penske and Marlboro-McLaren give to 


Watson and Hunt, and Ferrari won’t drop Regga 
in his favour, heand Beta should goand construct 
their own car, possibly using a turbocharged 
version of his brother’s F2 engine! 

Make no mistake, Brambilla is going to win the 
World Championship, and like that other driver 
whose total 100 per cent commitment and faith in 
himself overruled everybody else, he may end up 
doing it in a car of his own! 

ANDREW MILNE 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS. 


Generous sponsor | 


It was kind of Ian Wagstaff to file the story in 
Sports Extra recently to the effect that there was 
another Sabre Six besides my own in the Rochas 
Classic Car Championship race at the Brands 
Hatch. It was Nigel Newth-Gibbs’s first race, 
although he has done a couple of seasons) hill- 
climbing in this car. Our club has encouraged the 
use of all models of the marque (with four wheels) 
in club events and have a growing number of 
members who enter regularly at sprints and hill- 
Spiraea ecrmes 


the edifor is not bound to agree with readers opinions 


international events), qualifies as a Post Historic 
Group II car for HSCC purposes with certain 
strict reservations regarding their state of tune. 

It isn’t generally known just how generous our 
sponsors of the Rochas Classic Car Championship 
are to the competitors. Our entry fees are paid by 
Rochas for each and every round. The value of 
this to those drivers who, like me, find that a 
season’s racing is very expensive without one’s 
own ‘‘Sugar-Daddy” goes beyond the mere 
financial, and impells a sense of loyalty which 
persuades even no-hopers in the championship 
(like myself) to attend every possible round. 

Rochas are generous too at individual rounds, 
where one is made welcome to refreshments for 
drivers and mechanics of championship cars. This 
type of sponsorship makes a pleasant change 
from that which lends its name to a championship 
but spends by far the greatest part of the budget, 
on advertising itself while providing little for the 
majority of the drivers, especially those poor 
souls who struggle on out of the results. 

My only complaint is that our particular 
sponsors also field two very fast cars which are in 
my class and I can’t catch! 
TOWCESTER, NORTHANTS. ROBIN REw, 
Secretary, Reliant Sabre 

and Scimitar OC. 


Multi-national block? 


John Brown’s proposed World Rally Cham- 
pionship for Makes (Correspondence, June 10) of 
just four approximately quarterly events and his 
simple scoring 9 by is an admirable idea but 
unfortunately, I fear, an unworkable one. 

That the prospective manufacturers and a 
selection of graded drivers should ‘‘meet and 
decide between themselves on the events from a 
list of candidate rallies supplied by the FIA; and 
also on the groups of car to be admitted’, is 
asking too much. 

No major car makers could ever entertain such 
purist ideas. The size of competition budgets and 
the decisions as to which events this sum is to be 
expended on is, very largely, the result of faceless 
“corporate policy”. 

The reasons why Lancia should wish to rally in 
America, or Ford in the Middle East, has more to 
do with ‘flash’ exploitation of markets and re- 
sources than any wish to have their products 
associated with any particular driver. The fact 
that the BMC team used Scandinavian drivers in 
their “all British’’ Minis indicates that an astute 
competition manager would happily put green 
skinned Martians in his cars if they could do a 
better job and substantiate his position within 
the organisation. 

The presence of drivers at such proposed 
meetings would hinder any decisions. In any case 
— the competition managers would already have 
been given their campaign briefings — decided by 
a committee comprising market research 

sychologists and economists. 


LLINGDON MARCUS DE RETZO 


Then as now? 


Twenty-five years ago this week (June 15, 
1951), AUTOSPORT reported in detail on the 
first RAC International Rally of Great Britain, 
“a magnificent long-distance event’. The 
overall winner was Ian Appleyard with his 
Jaguar XK120, no fewer than 37 of which cars 
were among the 266 entries for the event, 
which was run in glorious weather but ended 
“amid a shower of protests and counter- 
protests such as no club could ever have 
experienced before’’.... We reported Swiss 
rivateer Rudi Fischer’s success with his 


Raffaelli, 
trio of 


The Fuji formula 


BOB EVANS recounts a motor racing trip in Japan 


Former BRM Grand Prix driver Bob Evans 
has just returned from competing in a 
Japanese sports car race at Fuji Raceway, 
the venue for the Formula 1 Japanese Grand 
Prix which is still provisionally scheduled 
for next October 24. Bob penned these 
impressions of his weekend for AUTOSPORT 
— the Fuji circuit, the unpredictable 
weather, the hospitality of the Japanese and 
their attitude to motor racing. 

Ted Moore, of the Rapid Movements freighting 
firm, telephoned me at the end of last month to 
suggest a sports car race at Japan’s Fuji Race- 
way. As “European Guest Driver” in the second 
round of their Grand Change Series, I would be 
driving an Alpine-Renault V6, owned and run by 
Tomoo Hanawa of the Le Mans Company of 
Tokyo. 

I had heard about the Japanese hospitality 
from that other famous unemployed racing 
driver, Danny Sullivan, and I eagerly boarded my 
TU154 jet (courtesy of Aeroflot), feverishly prac- 
tising with a pair of chopsticks. 

Danny had said that the Russians were a bit 
mean with the drinks: that was an understate 
ment. One lager between London and Tokyo is no 
joke, especially when the stewardess looked and 
acted as though she was serving inmates of a 
Siberian salt mine. Moscow Airport was full of 
police making sure you didn’t smuggle any 
decadent western goods into their country. We 
were quickly ushered back onto the ‘plane as soon 
as the women (yes, that’s eh the women) had 
removed the enormous refuelling hoses from the 
jet. 

Tokyo was a pleasant change. Also the first 
hint of that much vaunted hospitality. After a 
reception in the VIP lounge, where I was intro- 
‘duced to the Japanese press with much bowing 
and smiling and inp speeches, I was 
chauffeured off to my hotel, and then it was shop- 
oe tr the inevitable kimono. 

e following day, we had an hour’s drive to the 
circuit in a loaned 1600cc Mitsubishi “Liftback” 
(complete with five-speed box, stereo and, wait for 
it, “audible speed limit violation device”). 

The 4.3kms Fuji Raceway is built about 100kms 
from Tokyo in the hills surrounding Mount Fuji. 
It is dominated by the start/finish straight, which 
is 1.3kms long. The real feature, though, is a 
dangerous and difficult fifth gear corner, an ex- 
tremely long right-hander leading on to that 
straight. There are only two slow corners, so the 
average speed is well over 115mph in a 2-litre 
sports car. 

I would say that improvements will certainly be 
needed before a Formula 1 race can be held 
here. i just hope they don’t have to put a chicane 
in, and spoil that fifth gear corner. 

The pits and general amenities are truly excel- 
lent, lock-up garages and tarmac everywhere you 
look. One strange apt the grandstands are all 
on the main straight. There are very few spectator 
enclosures at the corners. I tried to find out why. 
“Straightaway sas velly interesting if rain,” 
miuch bowing and laughter from my English- 
speaking team manager, Tetsu (not Ikuzawa). 

I found out later in the week. ; 

After a day spent fitting me into the Alpine (I 
really am a different shape from Marie-Claude 
Beaumont) and a few exploratory laps in the 
drizzle of the Thursday, I was ready for ‘‘Time- 
Attack’ on the Friday morning. 

“Time Attack” is Indy-type qualifying. One lap 
to warm up, three to set a practice time, and one 
to slow down. Or, in my case, one to warm up, one- 
and-a-half to run out of petrol, and one-and-a-half 
to struggle back to the pits. 

Anyway, back at the hotel I enjoyed another 
sample of Japanese cooking. It really is the best I 
have ever tasted and bears as much resemblance 
to the High Street Chinese as a Wimpy Bar to the 
Rib Room at the Carlton Tower. It was served 
with hot Saki by a beautiful, bowing J qpanese girl 
in her ceremonial Kimono. I suppose Indy-style 
qualifying does have its compensations. 

to the Raceway on ce and it was 
raining hard. But was i 
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corner and watch honourable Mazda drivers in 
practice.” 

Well, I'll be the first to admit that small- 
engined saloon cars don’t do a lot for me. But 
WOW! Have you ever seen a car aquaplaning out 
of control at over 100mph, with the driver’s foot 
still hard on it as the car veers drunkenly from 
armco to armco, not always avoiding disaster? 
Not just one brave man, but every driver com- 
peting for “Japanese Shunt of the Year”. I 
watched for an hour, rivetted to the spot. Maybe 
there was a lesson there somewhere. 

Race day arrived and, mercifully, the rain had 
stopped. However, it was very, very foggy. Visi- 
bility was about 40 or 50 yards — no chance, I 


thought, for the morning warm-up. So I headed for’ 


my Mitsubishi and stereo. In the distance, I could 
hear a sports car warming up. They must be 
checking after an engine change I thought, and 
turned the radio up. Then I heard them: the un- 
mistakable sound of BMW engines at high revs in 
top gear. I ran over to the fence just in time to see 
honourable J page March-BMWs appear 
momentarily in the gloom, and disappear towards 
the totally obscured first-gear hairpin. 

I walked over to my car. ‘‘Are you going out?” 
enquired honourable chief mechanic, Mr Ino. “No, 
I forgot my white hankie with the rising sun on it 
— the one I normally wear instead of my Bell Star 
for foggy conditions.” 

Exit to Mitsubishi, amid more smiling and 


Into the tightest corner at Fuji Raceway, Bob Evans leads a group on the first lap. 


bowing 

Luckily for me and my start money, the fog 
lifted before iunch and the race went off in reason- 
able conditions. 

The Japanese have their own tyres, made by 
Bridgestone (they pronounce it “‘Bridgess-tone’}, 
and these seem to work well in most conditions, 
including the first ten laps of the race which were 
quite wet. A metering unit problem with my 
Renault V6 ensured that I would be unable to 
make much of the race. After 50 laps I ended up 
third, a pleasant surprise! 

Lapping a Japanese driver is very difficult. I 
think they believe that they must not lose face 
when dicing with a foreigner. Consequently, I 
really had to bully my way past even twice-la 
men. 

I like Danny’s story of the Japanese driver who 
overtook him in an impossible outbraking 
manoeuvre, spinning out of the race as a result. 
When Danny remonstrated with him afterwards, 
his reply was,” Ah yes, I spun, but I passed you, 
didn’t I?” 

The prizegiving was very formal, lots of bowmg 
and speeches about the inevitable success of the 
Grand Prix in October. The awards were given’ 
out by Miss Fuji Raceway 1976. Surprisingly, all 
the Japanese drivers steadfastly refused to kiss 
the lovely Miss. ‘‘But my wife is here at the re- 
ception,” explained the embarrassed winner, 
Noritake Takahara, in his speech. Well, as my 
wife was on the other side of the world, I did 
manage to do my duty when third prize came 
round! 

After an hilarious evening meal in typical native 
style (no shoes, kneeling, and too much Saki), I 
was called upon to sing a song for the benefit of 
the entire Le Mans Company. And, if you can 
imagine a rugby song translated into Japanese, 
you must beasinebriated as I was then! 

Motor racing in Japan certainly has a great deal 
to recommend it. Perhaps we could learn some 
thing from their raw enthusiasm and sense of 
honour, and it really is good value for the 
spectators. oO 


ee 


Since the Dealer Team Vauxhall rally 
operation was moved away from Banbury 
last year, the Magnum rally car has begun 
to show an inkling of the potential which 
everyone knew it must have, but few 
suspected would ever be found. PETER 
NEWTON recently visited Shepreth, the 
home now of both DTV’s racing and rallying 
activities, and talked to the architect of the 
resurgence, Gerry Johnstone. 


Until recently the rally operation of DTV 
presented something of an enigma to the layman 
(and perhaps even to some of the characters 
involved, as well). The successful racing team is 


based under Bill Blydenstein’s roof by therailway — 


station in the tranquil backwater of rural 
Shepreth; Chris Coburn, who had been oaying 
Vivas with the same verve as Blydenstein ha 

been racing them, controlled the rally force from 
his base in Banbury. The only regular direct 
contact between the two working groups was on 
the mechanical side, for Blydenstein developed 
and prepared the twincam 16-valve engines for 


Ateasein the field —‘Gerry oversees service on Will Sparrow’s car during the Welsh Rally. 


New direction at DTV 


the rally Magnum, so it was natural that they 
should also maintain and overhaul them. Contact 
was established when a batch of engines would 
arrive at Shepreth, accompanied by a note to the 
effect that they would be picked up a number 
of days later asa rally was imminent the following 
weekend. 

There are those who eagerly profess that one 
should never mix rallying and racing activities 
under one roof; but inevitably when things go 
awry, as unequivocably they did for DTV rallying 
in 1974 and 1975, aggrieved parties, backs to the 
wall, hunt for scapegoats. Engine ancilliaries were 
certainly a ae cause of failure, but even 
when everything held together the cars looked 
awkward and cumbersome on stages, and the 
drivers were obviously hesitant with regard to 
their ‘“‘chuckability”. Something drastic had to be 
done quickly, for not only were the DTV cars 
being overshadowed by the feats of the Martin 
Group Vauxhall, a privately entered and run 
Magnum driven by George Hill (ironically Will 
Sparrow had originally driven for this team, 
before a driver “swop” was decided as mutually 
agreeable, but an eager sponsor (Castrol) awaited 


Time for tea — Gerry Johnstone and Jean Ames enjoy a break with Rodney Spokes and Will Sparrow. 


August 11 is Gerry Johnstone's birthday. As 
Gerry sat down at his desk that Monday, nearly 
nine months ago, a card awaited him. It was from 
Bill Blydenstein. “Happy Birthday Gerry,” the 


card read ... “now read this tei THE 
RALLY CARS “ARE COMIN TO 
SHEPRETH!” 


Not for the first time in his life, Gerry was faced 
with another almost overnight metamorphosis. A 
racing mechanic and manager of the Blydenstem 
works, he was now being asked to me a 
rallyman, in the space ofa fow weeks, and convert 
the sagging fortunes of a rally team ito 
measurable success and inside a year. To under- 
stand fully how he felt as that card slipped 
through his fingers and fluttered onto the pile of 


. papers below, it is necessary to know something 


about this man, his attitude to problem-solving, 
his assessments of drivers, cars and competition, 
and perhaps most of all his assessment o his own 


- ability. 


Gerry arrived on the doorstep at Shepreth 
through an extraordinary series of coincidences 
which seem to have governed his life’s most 
momentous decisions. His original mechanics 
qualifications were obtained as a _ Leyland 
apprentice; but having found that top 
qualifications meant little. or nothing extra m 
terms of either recognition or economics, Gerry 


‘Very few rally cars are properly 
prepared. Having now got 
involved, | can see what teams 
are up against.” 


called in at Luton on his way to London one day 
as he had heard that Vauxhall might have some 
interesting work going. He was hustled through a 
medical and offered a job on the spot which made 
his existing one look ridiculous. Further pleas 
with his erstwhile bosses produced no result, so 
Gerry became a Vauxhall man the following week! 

His ‘initiation at Luton was in the service 
department, jst across the way from the bays 
where the VX4/90 rally cars were being prepared. 
A long-time motor sport enthusiast (and 
sometime “banger” dicer), he found it impossible 
to disguise his curiosity for the work in progress 
beside him, and was soon co-opted onto the 
strength — a move which only just preceded 
Vauxhalls total withdrawal from motor sport 
following the death of two members of the rally 
team in practice for a foreign rally in Southern 
Europe. It was a sad and depressing time but 
Gerry continued through the recognised channels 
of self-advancement at Vauxhall, becoming 
involved with dealer liaison; and it was while on 
his travels throughout the country that one day 
he walked through the door of Bill Blydenstein’s 
works. 

The racing team was having a very bad time on 
the circuits. The Shaw & Kilburn Viva was 
scarcely completing a lap before poking a 
connecting rod through the side of its cylinder 
block, and Bill was stalking around the buildings, 
tense with repressed emotion, the epitome of 
frustration. When Gerry walked in, it was only 
natural that Bill should seize upon this newly 
arrived human “safety-valve”. ... ‘Can you fix 
it?!’’ was the terse, almost rhetorical question. 
Gerry remembers the pregnant pause which 
followed and the clichéd, comic opera “who, me!?” 


Rallying is rather like 20 race 
meetings all strung together. You 
can't set the car up for any one 
rally — each stage produces 
another set of conditions.’ 


That first day back at work he prepared to 
discuss the latest situation with his boss; but 
Gerry was more than a little surprised to discover 
that his boss wanted to see him and furthermore 
that a current rumour indicated that his post had 
been filled by another employee! The latter 
proved to be true, and Gerry found to his dismay 
that he was to be assigned to writing workshop 
manuals on everything from trucks to HA Vans; 
the thought appalled him, but as his boss cooed 
encouragingly into his ear, this was the 
recognised way up the ladder within the 
company.... it seemed they had presumptuously 
expected him to follow the inevitable course of 
events. They were wrong. Suddenly the job at 
Blydenstein ap ed more than merely 
attractive (even if it was fraught with insecurity 
reaction which eventually followed. He went away 
on holiday, pereviings to think about the new job 
just offered hi 
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Night rendezvous for Gerry and his mechanics with Group 1 driver, Jim McRae. 


New direction at DIV 


continued 


and Beccreenty), for it became in those seconds a 
certainty, much to the surprise of the man at the 
other side of the desk. In typical fashion, Gerry 
wasted no time and he was hard at work beside 
Shepreth railway station within the week. 

Last year, after the announcement, Gerry went 
about the business of cramming as much “in the 
field’ rally experience into the available time as 
possible. He accompanied the Banbury team on 
the Manx; Lindisfarne and the RAC; on the latter, 
three of the Shepreth mechanics went to him. He 
also spent some time with the Martin Group to 
watch how they went about their affairs. He 
listened, watched, asked questions, and took it all 
in. Gerry is a pensive, relaxed person, he exudes 
an air of quiet confidence which suggests an 
intimate understanding of his own capabilities. 
By the time the first RAC round of 1976 was due, 
he was fully aware of the DTV problem areas, but 
by the time solicitors had finished their 
interminable wrangling, there were just four days 
to go before the ShellSport Dean, and the hastily 
formed rally team had yet to see their car! 

On the evening gen to the rally, Will and Gerry 
had dinner together; the pair hardly knew each 
other and the former was obviously unhappy 
about the takeover. Its implications in terms of 
the subjugation of rallying in favour of racing 
must have been obvious to him. It was a night for 
home truths, cards were on the table, and through 
the eerre cigar smoke, the talking was 
earnest and heated. At that meeting Gerry re 
affirmed his intentions to make the car into a 
winner, and he offered Will 110 percent support 
on the condition that the driver should stop 
conducting the car like a test pilot waiting for 
something to break, and get out there and try to 
break it. “I told him that he should try to break 
the car now, because I fugured we had about six 
months apes in which to put things right.” If 
there had been any mutual resentment, here was 
the place that it eveporated; Gerry meant 
business and the same approach was expected 
from team, car and driver. Back at the works, 
report form- questionnaire procedure was 
evaluated, made more comprehensive and 
immediate feedback became a necessity. . . . 

Looking back to the days when Blydenstein 
responsibility existed only to the rally engines, 
Gerry explains: “it is essential to get a feel for the 
job you’re doing, and we weren’t getting either 
the feel or the feedback on the engines. If we do a 
race engine, we know exactly what’s required; we 


were criticized for the engine failures in 74, but. 


you can build the best engine in the world and it 
will be absolutely useless if it is not connected to 
the ancilliaries properly.”’ 

Development of the chassis and engine have 
progressed continuously this year with Gerry 
translating Will’s comments into mechanical 
alterations. The Vauxhall is eemecialty bee over 
the front axle and the problem has always a 
certain unpredxtebality om 2 treiling throttk To 


¥ 


arrive too fast at a corner and discover armfuls of 
lift-off understeer is an effective deterrent to fast 
motoring in forests, and with a drum-braked rear 
axle giving unpredictability to the brake bias at 
distances of over three miles into a stage, there 
was obviously work to be done. Accordingly the 
spare axle was modified to accept discs. It was 
ready on the day before the Mintex, and was 
fitted to the car outside Rally HQ that very 
evening. To everyone’s consternation, it was 
found that the Watts linkage fouled the body; the 
axle was too far back and the propshaft was liins 
too short! The realization dawned with depressin 
finality; the spare axle which had cover 
thousands of miles in the service barge, had its 
pick-up points in a slightly different place . 
undaunted, a spacer was made-up, but finally, 
in desperation, having abandoned hopes of ever 
finding 2jin metric bolts to mount in the 
propshaft, the crew were forced to drill the shaft 
and the pinion flange to accept a British type 
thread — certainly an interesting way to start in 
international rally. . .. 

Coping with these sorts of problems is 
something which Gerry takes to with natural flair 
and lack of histrionics, but something he always 
misses is the chance actually to watch Will in 
action, so when he first saw Winning Ain’t Easy 
the current Castrol/DTV film, he waited for the 
clips featuring the Manx with special interest. He 
made an important discovery which no amount of 
testing could have brought out, for the Manx on 
the screen proved to be nothing like the event at 


| get very involved with the car on 
rallies. The boys are servicing It, 
of course; but I’m always there.” 


which he himself had participated. Will Sparrow 
appeared, charging into a hairpin, down through 
the gears, three changes and away, a sideways 
flick and up through those gears again ... first... 
second... third.... Suddenly the red Cossack car 
blasted into view, the familiar set face framed 
within the Union Jack helmet; Roger changed 
down, just once, the BDA singing that nerve- 


tingling note so familiar to us all. Through the. 


hairpin, no fuss, tidy and neat, one sone change 
and away. Gerry resolved there and then that 
more revs were a necessity. (7500 was then the 
effective max-rpm on the 2.3-litre twin-cam unit. 
Today these same engines sound notabl 
different and Will has a maximum of 8800 to wor 
within; yet even last year, drivers like Pentti 
Airikkala and co-drivers like Phil Short and John 
Davenport were saying that these engines were, if 
anything, more powerful than most BDAs, the 
Vauxhall perhaps having the edge in acceleration 
up to 60mph. That these engines are now stron 
was dramatically illustrated by Will in Ireland, 
when he put 11,000 rpm on the telltale without 
immediately realizing it! The engine was as crisp 
at the finish as it had been at the start. 

“At the end of the Circuit we were standing 
there and I t, ‘what a shame it’s all over’. 
the car was to start anothe Crcux. Will 


Top: Will Sparrow yumps tis Veuchell watt wea 
confidence in his machine om the Goreust of 
Ireland. Centre: Familiar sight of Gerry Marskall 


with ights ablaze carving through another special 
saloons field. Bottom: Vauxhall are currently 
leading their category in the Keith Prowse produc- 
tion series this season. 


has been used to carrying the car to the finish of 
rallies like a lame duck; but we were there and we 
could have done another — it’s a good feeling.” 
The record now shows six finishes from eight 
events — (before the Scottish), including 100 
ercent finishing record in the last five. The 
ormula is beginning to come right. 

Two top-three placings on the Circuit of Ireland 
and the Welsh were lost through trifling maladies 
which have now been attended to. The oil filter 
gasket trouble, with which Will is now so familiar, 
has now been engineered out by a bypass system 
which routes the oil out of the block and into a 
remote filter. After waiting four months for 
specialized gaskets, the package finally arrived in 
the post just two days after this latest job was 
done. At the works, the boot is now, if anywhere, 
on the other foot: whereas Will had _ initial’ 
misgivings about the attention his raly car would 
receive now it is Gerry Marshall’s turn to express 
some concern. But as Johnstone says, with a 
twinkle in his eyes, ‘‘He keeps winning though, 
doesn’t he!” 

If DTV gives the impression of being a 
grandiose, establishment bustling with teeming 
mechanics and foremen, then it is an erroneous 
one. Gerry is currently looking after four cars 
(two of Gerry Marshall’s and Will Sparrow’s new 
car is on the way); in addition there are two Tour 
of Britain cars to prepare, and Jim McRae’s SMT- 
snap car is often under the low roofs by the 
railway line. True, expansion is in progress, with 
new machine shops taking shape at the rear, but 
Gerry manages all this with just two rally men 
(Adrian and Rod) and two race mechanics (Dick 
and Jeff). In addition there is Peter in the engine 
shop with Allan, fabricator from Lola called Brod, 
and a storeman. A new engine man is about to 
start work to supplement the gang, and Allan will 
then be drafted into the rally side as chief 
mechanic; Peter navigates the barge and is 
responsible for underbonnet work on Will’s car. It 
is a small close-knit team, with the redoubtable 
Jean Ames looking after the rally paperwork and 
navigating Gerry himself. 

Gerry is now getting used to being in 100 places 
at once while he is following Will about the 
countryside. He has ; nous entered into the 
spirit of things and his oe | of practical, down- 
to-earth, good-humoured endeavour seems to be 
breaking down the credibility gap between 
Vauxhalls and Fords. As for himself, he finds the 
challenge of digs ha irrestible. He had been a 
little concerned that his co-driver (Jean) might be 
upset by the pace at which service cars must 
occasionally go to keep up with their charges. One 
evening in Ireland, Gerry was extracting the 
utmost from the now brakeless and hardworking 
Victor Estate as his passenger sat in silence 
beside him, trying to read the maps in the 
hurtling swaying barouche. Enquiring about the 
state of her nerves, Gerry was forced to grin 
hugely at the reply: “I think we should compete 
on a rally together,’ said the measured laconic 
voice from the passenger’s seat! ‘ 

Gerry Johnstone is getting there, and he’s 
doing it his way; a close relationship of mutual 
respect with drivers and mechanics is one of his 
fortes. In six months he knows three things more 
than he did back at that dinner table meeting with 
Will; he knows that he can do the job, that the 
driver can do the job, and that the car can do the 

job. We may thus be on the brink of a 
breakthrough. Oo 


This week's 
centre spread 


Featured this week is the Scottish racing 
team of motor vehicle’ distributors 
Dickson’s of Perth. Their two-car team was 
formed at the beginning of the year by 
Dickson’s of Perth chairman and ex-Ecurie 
Ecosse driver, Tommy Dickson. This 
Sunday the team will be competing in the 
ShellSport 5000 event at Brands Hatch. 
Top: Norman Dickson, already the winner of 
two non-championship races this year. His 
Modus is co-sponsored by British Cale 
donian Airways. Bottom: Richard Scott, 


current leader of the Indylantic 
ship. Scott's car is also by 
Kimross Motor Auctions, ome . 


largest motor vebicle auct 2 Cass. 
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Living with accidents 


A new trend — of leading rally drivers having serious accidents on 
special stage rallies — concerns MARTIN HOLMES — 


Roger Clark, Russell Brookes, Ari Vatanen, Per- 
Inge Walfridsson, Pentti Airikkala, Tony 
Towkes, Tony Fall, Tony Pond, Andrew Cowan. 
... Can they all be wrong? They have all had 
terminal or near-terminal accidents in British 
forests in recent months and perhaps they are all 
of a worrying new trend — a trend for the 
ading rally drivers to have accidents in competi- 
tion. John Taylor, Charles Samson, Paul 
Faulkner, Tony Pond on another occasion and 
now Russell Brookes telling us how he over- 
turned, lost a mere minute or so and then pulled 
back to win the Scottish International notwith- 
standing. Is this the sport we want, or is it a 
symptom of the squandering of other people’s 
money? It is a recent trend. In years past if a 
leading driver crashed, the accident made 
headlines. On this year’s Scottish, four out of the 
top ten seeded drivers crashed; on the Welsh, the 
score was three out of ten. 

‘Many things have developed in British rallying 
in the pas year or two. These are some of them: a 
virtual stagnation of the design of competitive 
rally cars; the injection of two highly competitive 
Finnish drivers into our major championship; the 
comparatively ready availability of factory-speci- 
fication rally cars for private owners; new and 
experimental tyre development; a progressive 


awareness of the commercial opportunities in | 


rallying with the consequent increase in sponsor- 
ship monies. Furthermore there is an increasing 
sophistication in forest rallying. The old concept 
of the challenge of the secret road in the 
woods is now almost completely superseded, and 
of course what once was primarily a highly ad- 
venturous motoring activity is now a well docu- 
mented and informed occupation. 

Analysing individual accidents is ebteye diffi- 
cult and usually invidious. Objective honesty 
from a rally driver is frequently discouraged 
through outside pressures and reasons are 
usually complex anyway. What ultimately may be 
a misjudgment from a driver will be the result of 
trouble caused by other people. Mechanical 
trouble may be disguised by the resulting eriaee 
caused by the accident, and this was certainly the 
case with Roger Clark’s accident on the Mintex. 
The bend was not dangerous by forest standards; 
Roger felt something strange was happening — 
but to someone'as competent as Clark one can 
assume that any accident must seem a little 
unusual! Few lessons to learn there, presumably. 
But what about Brookes on the Welsh? Russell 
had a new co-drvier and went off the road at a 
place where he had been off previously with his 
regular co-driver. It was a fire-break corner, a 

lace regularly used and one which is marked asa 
end on the maps. Russell explained the incident 
by saying that he was given Bropet warning of the 
bend, but his intercom had failed and he mis- 
heard what he was told. 


Over-enthusiasm 

Vatanen’s accident on the RAC was laughed off 
by many as the inevitable result of over-enthu- 
siasm. It happened on a long straight where a 
vicious dip at a cross-roads throws cars into the 
air. His co-driver had been along that road shortly 
before the accident on another rally, when driving 
his own, much slower car. He certainly knew the 
road and had found nothing on that other rally 
which would cause him to worry about the RAC. 
The extra 40mph of Vatanen’s car made all the 
difference. When we come to Walfridsson we have 
a lot to think about. . . .On last year’s Welsh he 
went off the road at the same place and with the 
same co-driver as he did on this year’s Welsh, the 
only difference being that this year it was dark. 
The route leading up to that corner was identical. 


Top: The Finnish catalyst — An Vatanen hurls his 
Escort through a Northern Scottish forest on the 
limit Vatanen was off the road for 3min later on 
the “Snowman”. Far left: the author examines 
Roger Clark’s Mintex wreck. Bottom left: 
Walfridsson’s Lancia Stratos crackles to ex- 
tinction on the “Welsh’’. Near left: how to have an 
accident — the scene referred to by the author on 
the Scottish Reilly, with *s Escort un 


It is a difficult stretch of road to memorize and 
although there are certain undulations just before 
the “bad” corner, the only safe way to find the 
corner is to take a distance reading from a land- 
mark a long way back. It is a vicious bend. It is 
marked on the maps but it is partially hidden by a 
word. It is a bend that catches everyone out the 
fir st time! 

Tony Fowkes has long been respected as a hard- 
charger and his RS1800 on the Welsh was a 
special opportunity to succeed. His rally was 
ruined when he went into the trees on the first 
night, at a well defined left-hander at the end of a 
long straight. Then on the Scottish he had a series 
of off-road excursions, all on left-handers and all 
for no apparent reason. One occurred at 
Glenshellish at the corner where Pond had rolled 
his ill-handling Ascona on last year’s Burmah — 
an unpleasant bend but one which certainly does 
not deserve a “vicious” label. He had had no 
chance before with the Welsh or the Scottish to 
test the car, and is still very worried why these 
incidents happened. By strange coincidence, all 
his early rally career accidents occured on left- 
handers (I have been involved in two of them!), 
but this RS1800 trouble seems to be a handling 
failure rather than “over-driving”’. 

Similarity 

The accidents on the Scottish to John Taylor 
and Charles Samson seem to carry a similarity. 
Both occurred at places where most drivers 
expected an awkward corner. At Taylor’s bend 
there is little to identify the pace except reference 
to distance from the start of the stage — a factor 
which confused many drivers on this year’s event 
as the stage started further into the forest than 
usual. Samson’s (second!) accident happened at a 
well-defined corner, the first difficult feral on the 
stage concerned. Faulkner’s accident at Chargot 
on the Tavern-Weston was very unusual. It is a 
stage on which he has competed regularly for the 
pas eight years or so. This time some posts had 

een erected around a fast, familiar bend, and he 
hit them. Tony Pond’s Stratos accident on the 
Cheltenham Festival was completely different 
again: for him it was the combination of unfami- 
liarity with a left hand drive car and a car that is 
very difficult to drive in the first place. Nearly 
always something caused the accident, but why 
are these things nowadays having dire results? 
Rallying has always been a challenge over the 
unknown and the unexpected, but only recently 
have accidents become so prevalent. 

The quality of cars and drivers is now unpre- 
cedented in Britain. It may not bring success 
abroad, but it is making British cars and drivers 
unbeatable here. It now takes a superstar of the 
order of Waldegaard to be capable of coming to 
Britain and taking on the British drivers without 
miuch prior experience. This quality of driver 
must lead to frustration for the lesser experi- 
enced. A few people are deliberately opting out. 
Jeff Churchill has now decided to forego Group 4 
Escort rallying for a Group 1 Avenger, and has 
probably displayed a degree of intelligence which 
many others will disregard to their cost. Certainly 
there is now no place for reserve in driving. People 
who saw Russell Brookes flashing round the 
heights of Ben Laggan could gauge what present- 
day winning demands. For a considerable stretch 
he was ONE GEAR higher than Roger Clark. The 
handling of the Escort is such that good perform- 
ances can be managed by merely mediocre 
drivers, men who do not realise how near their 
personal limits they are. In previous years the 
specification of the works Escorts has been 
considerably more advanced than customers’ 
cars: factory drivers never had to work very hard. 
Their challenge was to makecars last. When Chris 
Sclater won the Scottish five years ago he nursed 
his RS1600 through the event, knowing that the 
halfshafts had a life of only a few laps of Bagshot. 
Nowadays mechanical sympathy is noticeably 
absent. Of the top ten seeded Escorts on the 
Scottish this year, only Aaby’s retired through 
mechanical failure. 

This car reliability has focussed the attention 
on the sport of Soe, ihe old Escort Morice 

ionship brought this aspect to rallying for 
the first time, but then. of course. it was at a lower 
a ae 


ognize the symptoms of impendin 
they do not know how to avoid inevitable-accident 
situations. I had an interesting lesson in how to 
crash on the 1973 Scottish in Cairn Edward from 
Hannu Mikkola. We saw him suddenly decide 2 
fraction before leaving the road that an accident 
was inevitable. He straightened his car and landed 
squarely off the road. He avoided ovata 
which was more than Shekhar Mehta and I 

do with our Datsun, and in so doing he even 
avoided damge to the car. His only regret was the 
length-of time it took to extricate the car! He 
finished second to Roger, not much more than one 
at he adrift after a shattering drive through the 
ield. : 

Recognizing accident symptoms is another 
business altogether. There is a large section of 
rally drivers who completely misunderst 
organizers’ caution boards, for instance. A 
caution board is not an instruction to drive 
slowly, it is an indication that some special hazard 
lies ahead. In a similar way they fail to appreciate 
the organizers’ viewpoint. Because they drive on 
closed roads at 100mph they forget that the 
organizers’ private cars on open roads will hardly 
be travelling at half their speed — and conse- 
quently that the organizers will be unable to ant 
cipate the rally drivers’ hazards. Perhaps the 
aspect of rallying which I find most frightening is 
the unwillingness of competitors to avoid inev- 
itable-accident situations. So long as forest roads 
are used in limited permutations, accidents at 
clearly marked corners or at places where they 
have happened on previous occasions are hard to 
justify. 

The relevance of the co-driver is becoming more 
and more critical these days. In years gone He the 
task of co-drivers has been completely negative: 
saving errors in timekeeping, saving errors in 
results calculations, saving time penalty at time 
controls, ensuring servicing arrangement are 
made properly, ensuring rally cars do not run out 
of petrol, and so forth. Now you need a far more 

sitive approach. What is now becoming striking 
is the consistent performances put up by co 
drivers who used to be leading navigators in the 
old road-rally days. Road rallying taught positive 
thinking co-drivers in a way that stage rallying 
does not seem to do. Positive thinking by co- 
drivers is saying many _ inevitable-accident 
situations in stage rallying. 

One factor which does not seem have been res- 
ponsible for any accidents so far are the new gene- 
ration tyres. A lot of drivers are becoming very 
worried about racing-type forest tyres. There 
have been many stories about going into under- 
growth on straight roads, or suffering the tyres 
snatching at the steering unexpectedly, or using 
sheer adhesion to pull a car round the corner when 
previously a driver had better control through 
sliding it. These tyres seem to demand far more 
commitment from a driver than conventional 
tyres. Many people thought that the sudden 
change of surface on the Scottish where Brookes 
overturned contributed to his inversion but 
Russell disagrees, stating that the handling had 
been bad as a result of experimental changes to 
the front suspension. The arrival on the British 
scene of Vatanen and Airikkala has crystalized 
the accent on driving ability, and any process of 
selection will leave behind it a trail of failures, and 
failures in rallying will usually take the form of 
bent motor cars. 

At the moment there have been only minor 
injuries in forest rallying, but the accident to the 
Chequered Flag Stratos is obviously a grave 
warning. Several responsible drivers feel it is only 
a matter of time before things get more serious. 
The sideways-G forces created by racing con- 
struction tyres can only lead to faster accidents. 
We are probably lucky to have intrinsically safe 
cars in which we rally, but I feel that very few 
teams consider the safety aspects at all seriously. 
Safety belts are often of only a second-best design 
and are mounted in a potentially dangerous way. 
Seats are fitted so that co-drivers, especially, are 
uncomfortable and sit needlessly in a dna 
position. It takes at least one accident ore” 
most drivers realize how important little pre- 
cuations, like stowing solid objects carefully, can 
be. While we have this similar performance 

between cars and this fierce competition between 
drivers, I hope we will continue to have safe cars. 
The moment some drivers think they can gam per- 
or 
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Easy for Raymond 
in second Interserie 


Event marred by fatal accident — Martin Raymond wins both heats — 


Report: PAUL WATSON 


In a faultless drive, Londoner Martin 
Raymond notched up a first win of the 
season for himself and John Blanckley’s 
hard working band of enthusiasts at Zolder 
last Sunday. Driving the same Chevron B31 
he raced in 2-litre guise last year, but now 
fitted with a 3-litre Cosworth DFV, Martin 
led both parts from start to finish to win by 
a comfortable fifty seconds. Second was 
Charly Schirmer after an event-long dice 
with Robin Smith’s well-driven Chevron 
B26, the first heat going to Smith and the 
second by a slightly better margin to 
Schirmer’s Lola T294. Herbert Muller was a 
close fourth and Tony Charnell a good fifth 
with the Mogil Motors Chevron B31. 

Zolder was the second round of the Inter- 
series Championship, attracting a fine turn- 
out of cars and spectators. Tragically, 
however, the whole meeting fell under a 


dark cloud when, on the 11th lap of heat 2, 
the Leeds driver Richard utherland, 


driving in his first-ever continental event, 
lost control and was killed when his car hit 


the Armco barrier, sixty or so yards before 


the control tower. 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


The organizers at Zolder received a flood of 
entries for the second round of the Interserie 
Championship at Zolder last Sunday. Over 40 


Being John Blanckley s DVF-powered Chevron, Martin Raymon won both heats of the foreshortened 
Interserie (above), while a fine performance netted Robin Smith third place with his 2-litre car (below). 
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cars were entered and 34 turned up, proving the 
point that even if some people think sports car 
racing is dead, well then it certainly won't lie 
down. On the same day more than 20 Group 6 cars 
were also involved at Le Mans, ample evidence 
that sports cars are alive and well and ready to 
perform if organizers and promoters will give 
them a chance. 

It must, however, be admitted that Division 1, 
for 2000-3000cc racing engines and stock-block 
CanAm type cars up to 5000cc, was poorly sup- 
ported with only two competitive cars turning up, 
and only one of these remotely modern in concept. 
Martin Raymond was in a eas of his own with 
the John Blanckley-owned 3-litre DF V-engined 
Chevron B31. For once the Chevron was runnin 
really sweetly, and Martin was able to dispose o 
the opposition with little effort, in spite of boilng 
brakes. A best time of 1m 37.7s in first prac- 
tice was later improved to 1:34.6 as the Londoner 
quickly got to know the circuit. 

Guy Edwards should have been second quickest 
with Jack Kallay’s March 75S, the 2-litre car 
normally handled by John Lepp. But once again 
all was not well in the Ultramar camp, Edwards 
suffering intermittent fuel pressure problems in 
both practices; although on the odd lap which 
went right for him, Edwards showed every indica- 
tion of being, if not exactly on terms with 
Raymond, at least within a second of the bigger 
car. As it was, 1:36.5 was the March’s best time, 
which made him fourth behind Jorg Obermoser 
and Peter Hoffmann. Obermoser, still busy 


with his last year's Brands Hatch car, borrowmg 
it back from its new owner Ketterer, but fittme 
his own 2-litre Heidegger prepared BMW engme 
and retainmg Team arstemer backmge 
Hoffmann was in his usual 5-litre McLaren-Chey 
M8F, swearing blind that, in spite of the telltale 
stack-size trumpets, his engine r is an ex- 
Shadow/Motschenbacher 5-litre, and not an S-litre 
Beaty, it’s difficult to know who to believe these 
ays! 

bermoser’s best time was a 35.9 and 
Hoffmann’s 36.0. Robin Smith was again chasing 
hard (38.6) in his elderly Chevron-FVC B26, this 
talented Scot getting better with every meeting 
he attends. His time was equalled later by Herby 
Muller in the smart red Francy Sauber-BMW C5, 
like many suffering from boiling brakes and over- 
heating engine. 

The only other driver to break the 100s mark 
was a Swiss named Charly Schirmer with a 
Mader/BDG-engined Lola T294 in 39.2, although 
doubtless Helmut Bross would have been well in 
their had not the timing pickup mechanism 
broken when warming the car up in the paddock, 
sending him despondently home to Stuttgart m 
the vain hope of obtaining a spare which never 
materialized. 

Henk Bosman led the rest. of the field with 40.2, 
a good time for an old FVC-engined B21 against 
numerous more regular British competitors in 
more modern machinery. Tony Charnell managed 
40.3-with his B31 while Peter Smith was only 
three-tenths slower with the sister car. Bo 
Marsland squeezed in a 41.0 and the rather slow 
Italian newcomer, Marco Capoferri, 41.6 with his 
Lola-DFV 1390. Further back, Richard 
Sutherland was having his first continental race 
with a B23, Richard Jenvey was again having all 
sorts of trouble with the as yet unsorted Vogue- 
BDA P2, and both Colin James and Colin Emery 
qualified with Gropa-Martin V8 and Rawlson- 
FVC respectively. Throughout practice, the 
intense heat played havoc with brakes and 
engines, overheating being everyone’s complaint 
from one end of the paddock to the other. 


HEAT 1 


Just 27 cars faced the starter for heat 1. Emery 
was missing with a broken piston following a cam 
failure in practice and Jenvey, who had the 
bearings go in his BDA during the untimed warm- 
up session an hour earlier, made the first of the 


rime out his Formus 2 programe, turnec up 


two pace laps before coasting into the pits with a 


dead engine, to be seen no more. 

Raymond used all the power of his DFV to 
streak straight into the lead, leading by a hand- 
some margin after only one lap. Edwards was not 
so quick away and came by fourth, trailing 
Obermoser and the booming McLaren of 
Hoffmann. Smith was next, then Schirmer, 
Muller and Charnell, Capoferri, Bosman and Pete 
Smith. . , 

Edwards stayed fourth for three laps only, then 
dealt firmly with Hoffmann and handed out the 
same treatment to Obermoser a lap later. Robin 
Smith was driving magnificently, but the lack of 
ultimate power from his 1976cc FVC had to tell, 
and he had fallen back from Hoffmann to begin a 
splendid dice with Muller and Schirmer which was 
to last the entire 20 laps. 

After six laps Raymond had a useful 6s on 
Edwards, but it seemed that perhaps Mr Sponsor- 
ship himself was fone to get on terms, for at ten 
laps the gap was down to 4s. Alas, this was not to 
be,for on lap 12 Edwards came round at greatly 
reduced momentum behind Obermoser, and 
things hadn’t improved a lap later as Hoffmann 
and Smith closed, the big trundling McLaren now 
emitting clouds of black oil smoke which culmin- 
ated in retirement on lap 14. 

With Edwards now falling further and further 
behind, Obermoser eased, allowing Raymond to 
stroke even further away. On lap 16 the battlin, 
trio of Smith, Schirmer and Muller caught an 
passed Edwards, the Ultramar man sticking 
doggedly at it in the hope of finishing not too far 
behind, finding the fault and then having a real go 
in heat 2. 

The race finally ran out with Raymond the 
winner by a country mile, Obermoser second, then 
Smith-Schirmer-Muller. Charnell eventually 
passed Edwards for sixth place. Pete Smith retired 
with a broken Bayer input shaft when running a 
wood rede behind Charnell and Sutherland was 
twelfth. 


HEAT 2 


The second heat started without Edwards. There 

was a lot of oil in places it shouldn't be, and the 

engine was well down on power, which convinced 

oot wee. Bob Gale that = wasnt worth 

risking everythingona to 
Once im Raymond 
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bettimg trio once agem te provide the mam 
interest of the race, wth Schermer quite deter- 
mined that Robin Smith would not get the better 
of him this time. 

ond had 4s after four laps and then eased 
off, lapping just fast enough to hold a comfortable 
distance between himself and Schirmer. Charnell 
hung on to Muller’s tail for a few laps, but soon 
began to fall away. 

Behind this a great gaggle of cars fought out 
eighth place until Richard Sutherland pulled 
clear, and driving very well soon left but 
Marsland behind. By the ninth lap Sutherland 
and Marsland were duelling hard with their 
Chevrons, and on the 11th lap came up to lap 
Colin James’s Gropa V8 on the rise up to the 
start/finish line. What happened then is not en- 
tirely clear, but it seems that Sutherland lost it 
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sendimg both cars head-long mto the Armco 

The impact was such that it sheared at lea 
four posts in the Armco barrier and removed a 
ie length of it back some 20ft to the next 

arrier, which together formed the pits lane 
approach. Sutherland’s car was buried under- 
neath the barrier and he was killed instantly. The 
same fate befell James’s car, but by some miracle 
the driver was able to struggle clear in spite of 
being temporarily trapped between the upper rail 
of barrier and the iar be rollbar. He was com- 
pletely unhurt but terri 4 shaken. 

After such a tragedy, the results hardly seemed 
to matter. The race was stopped and Raymond 
was declared the winner, with Schirmer beatin 
Smith by a better margin than the Scot ha 
beaten him by in heat 1 to claim second place 
overall. oO 


+ 
. 


comer, sume ic 
rte sene Champers rounc2 
1, Martin Raymond (3.0 Chevron-Cosworth DFY B31) 52m 175s, 


156 488kmp: 

2, Charly Schirmer (2.0 Lola Ford BDG/Mader T294), 53m 5.9s 
3, Robin Smith (1.9 Chevron-Ford FVC Smith B26), 53m 7.3s; 
4, Herbert Muller (2.0 Francy Sauber-BMW/Mader C5), 53m 196s: 
5, Tony Charnell (1.9 Chevron-Ford FVC/Hart B31), 31 laps; 
6, Henk Bosman (1.9 Chevron-Ford FVC/Smith a laps; 


7,Norbert Przybilla (2.0 Chevron-Ford AMay B23; 


"8, Friedhelm Coenen (1.6 LBS-Ford FVA/Novamotor), 9, Eugen 


Grupp (2.0 Toj-BMW/Schnitzer SS02); 10Bob Marsland Ea 
Chevron-Hart B26), 29 laps; 11, Kurt Hild 3.0 Wee yee FV 
oo 12, Norbert Dombrowsky (2:0 Rex-Ford BDGSwindon 

Heat 1 (20 laps): 1, Raymond, 32m 30.3s, 157.341kmh; 2, Jorg 
Obermoser (2.0 Toj-BMW/Heidegger SS03), 32m 58.6s; 3, Smith, 
33m 12.2s; 4, Schirmer, 33m 14.9s; 5, Muller, 33m 17.4s; 
6, Charnell, 33m 41.1s. Fastest lap: Raymond, im 349s, 
161.677kmh. 

Heat 2 (12 laps; 1, Raymond, 19m 47.2s, 155.086kmh; 
2, Schirmer, 19m 51.0s; 3, Smith, 19m 55.1s; 4, Muller, 20m 2.2s; 
5, Charnell, 11 laps; 6, Bosman. Fastest lap: Raymond, 1m 36.6s, 
158.832kmh. 


Scheckter all but 
clinches Philips title 


March driver dominant again at Kyalami — Klomfass a geuEInE second: 
clear of Charlton/van Rooyen dice — Report: ALAN WILSON 


KYALAMI. 1 


Pole position, fastest lap, and another win, 
have placed Ian Scheckter in such a position 
that only advanced mathematics can now 
give any other driver the faintest chance of 
taking the 1976 Philips Car Sound Atlantic 
title, and that with the halfway stage only 
just behind us. The Atlantics made their 
first appearance at Kyalami, South Africa’s 


fastest track, and many of the pundits were: 


claiming that the Lexington March driver’s 
competition would be far closer than at 
previous races. However, they were proved 
wrong. Despite a poor start (very unusual 
for the East Londoner) and_ the 
determination of Roy Klomfass, Ian chased 
into the lead, and ran away with the sixth 
round -of the championship. Klomfass, 
driving the Gunston Ralt, was comfortably 
second, while Dave Charlton (Lucky Strike 


Modus) won an exciting dice with Basil van 


Rooyen (Wrangler Jeans Chevron) for third 
place. 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


Once again the Philips series brought quality, but 
was short on quantity. Few of the backmarkers 
appeared, leaving a sparse field to please a good 
crowd which had been enticed away from a major 
rugby match to see, for the first time at Kyalami, 
these Formula Atlantic cars. 

Series leader Ian Scheckter, in the immaculate 
Lexington March 76B, had fitted a Nicholson 
BDA in place of his regular Swindon unit, while 
Eddie Pinto had come to the end of his develop- 
ment programme on the Ralt RT1, and even ran 
the Swindon motor which had won at 


Bloemfontein for Roy Klomfass. Lucky Strike. 


acing was again represented by Dave Charlton’s 
Modus M1, Dave hoping for a more competitive 
ride than so far this year. Basil van Rooyen had 
engine modifications on the Wrangler Jeans 
Chevron B34 and was obviously going to 
represent a major challenge if his Nicholson unit 


continued to give him the speed advantage shown ~ 


at Bloemfontein. 

Guy Tunmer’s impressive performances at Roy 
Hesketh and Bloemfontein had earned him 
recognition in the right places, and his Chevron 
B34 now appeared under the colours of National 
Radios. Alex Blignaut a had Nols Nieman in 
his Benson & Hedges eatcroft, and the two 
B29 Chevrons of John Gibb (Mum for Men) and 
Len Booysen (Golden-Flo orange juice) completed 
the front runners. 

With local Formula 1 times in the Im 18s 
bracket on most occasions at Kyalami, Scheckter 
soon got down to business with an excellent 1m 
_ 22.1s early on the Thursday. Klomfass couldn’t 
~ match this, the Ralt throwing water pump belts 
at every opportunity and then developing an 
elusive misfire (1:24.1). Nieman was a further 
second back, while Charlton merely drove around 
“just checking”’. Booysen got down to the 25s 
bracket before cookmg his motor when the 
t ature guage f 

Worst imcident of the day was Tunmer’s 
accident: he misjudged the entrance into the pits 
when beg chased by Scheckter. and the Chevron 


bounced off the chicane, damaging both front and 
rear ends. It was repaired in time for the race. 
On the Friday, Klomfass closed the gap on 
Scheckter by recording a 22.7, and van Rooyen 
arrived, having rebuilt his Nicholson, but spent 
the whole day tracing a misfire down to a faulty 
ignition switch. 

Official timed practice took place without 
drama on Saturday morning, and saw Ian gain 
the expected pole at 22.7. Klomfass, also as 
expected, took second grid place (23.98), with 
Charlton third with the same time. Van Rooyen 
was fourth with 24.66, then followed Tunmer 
Cee Nieman (25.49) Booysen (26.54) and Gibb 
26.62). 


RACE 


Klomfass made the most of his front row position 
to outdrag the field into Crowthorne, ahead of van 
Rooyen, a tardy Scheckter, Charlton, Nieman, 
Tunmer, Booysen and Gibb. By lap 3, van Rooyen 
had Scheckter really pushing for a chance to pass, 
and just behind Charlton was being hounded by 
Tunmer, who had slipped past Nieman. Further 
back, Booysen and Gibb were locked into a battle 
which was to continueright up to the finish line. 
By lap 5, Klomfass had i gre out a lead of 
2.7s, but Scheckter slipped past van Rooyen 
under braking for Crowthorne and began his 
chase after the Ralt. Basil, in turn, had pulled 
away from Charlton, who was consolidating a 
small lead over Tunmer. Nieman had eee 
back into a lonely sixth place, well ahead of the 
two B29s. Then the leader was in trouble: a rear 
wing stay broke its weld, and the Ralt’s rear 
downforce was negligible. Yet Klomfass was not 
going to give in meekly; fighting lurid tail-end 
slides, he hung onto his lead. No downforce at the 


rear made for interesting handling, but it cer 
tainly made the car fly in a straight line. It was 
lap 12 before the inevitable took place, and the 
March charged into the lead under braking for 
Crowthorne. , 

In the meantime Charlton, too, had made his, 
move, closing right up on van Rooyen’s tail, now a 
safe 4s up on Tunmer. For the rest of the race 
Charlton was to press van -Rooyen to the very 
limit, the normally rock-steady ex-McLaren man 
having to climb the kerbs on occasion in his 
efforts to retain his advantage. 

Ian consolidated his lead, driving a superbly 
smooth and fast race to maintain a lead of 8 to 
9s from Klomfass,. who was driving a race of 
true grit, fighting the errant Ralt every inch of 
the way. Van Rooyen strove to hold off Charlton, 
while Tunmer watched them play — way ahead of 
Nieman, all on his own and wondering where 
everyone else had gone. The Wheatcroft just did 
not havethe speed of the cars up front. 

With five laps to go, Scheckter closed on the 
Gibb/Booysen dice, and it looked as though he 
may just be held up enough to make an exciting 
finish possible. But, having enjoyed the duel in 
front of him for another lap, he dived past both 
Chevrons and soon stretched his lead back to 
10secs. Klomfass, seeing the gap close by 4secs at 
one stage, really threw the Ralt around, drawing 
the crowd’s approval for his courage, but in vain. 
Meanwhile Charlton, running out of laps, made a 
final do-or-die effort to get past van Rooyen. 

Down the straight, the Modus drew along the 
outside of the Chevron, matched it under braking, 
and they entered Crowthorne wheel-to-wheel. A 
the way around, they rubbed wheels, raising the 
crowd to their feet. Into Barbecue, Charlton was 
completely off-line, but somehow he hung on to 
the slidmg Modus; this put him onto the inside 
line into Juskei, and after the longest moment of 
the race Dave was into third place. You could 
almost feel the wind asthe crowd let out breath. 

Perhaps the brave deserve their luck. As 
Charlton throttled: back after crossing the line a 
pe ahead of van Rooyen, his engine siezed 
solid. 

Tunmer and Nieman finished lonely, fifth and 
sixth, while for the second race im a row the final 
lap saw Gibb and Booysen racing side-by-side for 
the flag; and for the second time the Mum for Men 
car scraped across first. Mike Domingo’s clutch- 
less ex-Brise Modus was ninth, a long way behind, 
and the last runner was Yanus Domingo in his 
Chevron, whose first Atlantic race had been run 
smoothly, if slowly. 


Ian Schechter ran third at first with the Lexington March (here leading Dave Charlton ’s Modus early 


on), but yet again ran out a comfortable victor. 


NCW Cars MES Ee 


A pair of high performance Volkswagens, Golf GTI on left with rear wiper and wheel arch extensions. 


GOLF GTI AND SCIROCCO GTI 


Outstanding new VWs 


It is well known that a fuel-injection engine 
of 1588cc has been developed for the Audi 80 
GTE. Now, virtually the same unit has been 
adapted for transverse mounting and the 
result is two near high-performance Volks- 


wagens, the Golf GTI and the Scirocco GTI. 


The engine, in standard form, develops 75bhp in 
the Golf. and, moderately tuned, 65 bhp in the 
With Bosch K-Jetronic fuel injection, it gives 110 
bhp at 6100rpm. Needkess to say, this is not the 
only mogification, the re-worked engine having 
larger inlet valves and Heron-type combustion 
chambers in the piston crowns Instead of the 
cylinder head. Perhaps the most important ameli- 
oration is the use of an oil radiator. In the case of 
the Audi GTE, which has a forward-mounted 
engine, the air dam has its centre cut out to direct, 
coolling air over a finned light-alloy sump. The oil 
radiator performs the same function in 
the transverse-engined cars. 

Chassis modification include lower and harder 
on, with anti-roll torsion members both 
ends, while the brake discs are pierced for venti- 
lation. Both bodies have two doors but the Golf is 
a four-seater saloon while the Scirocco is a eaupe 
with occasional rear accommodation. The 
Scirocco has slightly reduced aren and is just 
fractionally the lighter of the two. Claimed perfor- 
mance figures are 185kph for the Scirocco GTI 
and 182kph for the Golf GTI, 114.95mph and 
113.09mp respéctiy sii Acceleration: 0-50mph 
6.0s (Scirocco), 6.1s (Golf), 0.62mph 8.8s (Scirocco) 
and 9.0s (Golf). The interior treatment, instru- 
mentation, and seating have a more sporting 
character than those of the standard cars; 
whereas the Golf GTI is an entirely new model 


that has been added to the range, the Scirocco’ 


GTI replaces the existing 86bhp car. For the 
present, only left-hand drive is available and 
conversion would be far from easy. 


Road impressions 
Let me say, straight away, that I was enormously 
impressed with the cars. The engine, which is 
common to them both, is so vibrationless that it 
would be hard to guess, at any speed, how many 
cylinders it has. The acceleration is completely 
smooth from 1000rpm upwards and the car will 
run among town traffic in top gear. Right through 
the range it is mechanically quiet, the 
transmission is silent, and road and wind noises 

are well suppressed. 

The acceleration is very vivid indeed and I would 
guess that the claimed figures could be surpassed 
without difficulty. The very compact overall 
dimensions make overtaking incredibly rapid and 
safe; it is not generally realised that a long, wide 
car has to cover far more ground when over- 
taking, so the combination of small size with rapid 
acceleration is a fundamental contribution to road 
safety. The precision and rapidity of the gearbox 
adds to the - 
I was to carry out some fast tourmg m 
Germany both as detrer and pessemeer. end elo 


e case of 


to put in some laps of the short Hockenheim 
racing circuit. Both cars have similar handling 
characteristics but the Scirocco has a farctionally 
hig ber maximum speed. 
he Scirocco will reach 200kph on the speedo- 

meter, but as that is equivalent to 124.274mph, I 
think we can assume the instrument to be a little 
optimistic. At that speed, the ignition cutout is 
beginning to cause misfiring; the Golf reaches 
about 2mph less and just fails to activate the rev- 
mre: evice. Obviously, a five-speed gearbox 
would be 
touring down the Autobahns, but on a racing 
circuit the present ratios give excellent results. 

The ventilated brake discs are a great improve- 
ment and there is no fading in mountainous 
country. Although the cars have port-wheel drive, 
the usual understeer is not in- evidence and I 
enjoyed hanging the tail out on the racing circuit, 


Business-like interior of Golf GTI. 


identical for saloons and hatchback. 


worth its weight in gold for luxurious . 


New Chevettes: In addition to their successful hatchback models, Vauxhall have introduced two- and 
four-door saloons versions of the Chevette, both of which have a 20cu ft boot.. The frontal treatment is 


although this is not a popular pastime on public 
roads. In fact, the handaay is largely neutral and 
the car’s attitude can be chosen by the driver 
after very little practice. These sporting VWs are 
about as easy to drive as anything could be, at the 
present stage of the art, and disprove the theory 
that front-drive is necessarily less fun on the 
circuits. 

On bad roads, which are easy to find m 
Germany, both cars have fairly hard suspension 
and mey bottom on the bump stops from time to 
time. The ride is quite acceptable, however, and 
has none of the spine-jarring harshness of a 
typical rally car. In any case, the handling is so 
outstanding that I wouldn’t alter anything. 
Creature comforts are well looked after, the 
ventilation coping with a heat wave, and the 
remarkably silent fans were much appreciated. 
Both cars offered good driving positions but heel- 


_and-toe called for some contortions. 


The new GTI Volkswagens are such out- 
standing cars that for once I am at a loss to find* 
anything serious to criticize. They combine per- 


-formance with refinement, extremely . quick 


cornering with side-wind stability, and speed with 
safety. I can’t say fairer than that. 


JOHN BOLSTER 


SPECIFICATION AND PERFORMANCE DATA 


Cars described: Golf GTI 2-door saloon, Scirocco 2-door coupé. 
Engine: four cylinders 79.5 x 80mm (1588cc). Compression ratio 9.5 
to 1. 110bhp at 6100rpm. Belt-driven overhead camshaft. Bosch K 
Jetronic fuel injection. 

Transmission: single dry plate clutch. 4-speed all-indirect synchro- 
mesh gearbox. Helical spur gear final drive. 

Chassis: combined steel body and chassis. MacPherson front sus- 
pension with antirool bar. Rack and pinion steering with outside 
scrub radius. Torsion beam axle on trailing links and coil springs with 
additional anti-roll bar. Servo-assisted disc/drum brakes, with rear 
limiting valve on Golf only. Bolt-on steel wheels, fitted 175/70 HR 13 
steel radial tyres. 

Dimensions: Wheelbase 7ft 10.5in. Track 4ft_7.3in. Overall length 
(Golf) 12ft 1.8in, (Scirocco) 12ft 9in. Width 5ft 4in. Weight: (Golf) 
15cwt 106!bs, (Scirocco) 15cwt 84lbs. 

Performance: (Maker's figures): (Golf) 113mph, (Scirocco) 115mph. 
Acceleration: (Golf) 0-50mph 6.1s, 0-62mph 9.0s, (Scirocco) O- 
50mph 6.0s, 0-62mph 8.8s. _ ; 

Fuel Consumption: (Maker's figures): Per 100km (Golf) 8.0 litres, 
arbres 7.8 litres. Equivalent to 34.3mpg and 36.5mpg respecti- 
vely. 


175/70 x 13ins wide-track tyres give the Golf a 
purposeful stance. 
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OULTON PARK 


The ERA dice between Bill Morris and Patrick Lindsay. 


Anniversary antics 


Last Saturday was the 21st anniversary of 
the VSCC Oulton Park meeting, run 
continuously since 1956, and the club was 
rewarded with probably one of the best 
day’s racing every. In pleasantly sunny 
weather, a large crowd watched Martin 
Morris score his fourth successive (sixth in 
all) win in the Richard Seaman Trophy with 
his 2-litre ERA although the challenge from 
Patrick Lindsay’s 1}-litre version was very 
hot indeed. It was a wonderful race, as was 
the 20 lap all comers scratch event which 


went to a very on-form Alan Cottam and the. 


ex-F2 A-type Connaught after Neil Corner’s 
250F Maserati had engine trouble. Cottam 
later went out and won a handicap from the 
scratch mark with another very forceful 
drive in his immaculate ex-Moss/Salvadori 


car. 

But back to the Seaman which featured no less 
than seven ERAs, including the Bira trio of 
Romulus (Bill Morris), Remus (Patrick Lindsay) 
and Hanuman II (Ben Morris), ranged against 
some rather nice Maseratis (Ray Fielding in a 
1937 6C and Dan Margulies’s 1939 4CL amon 
them) and Ron Footitt’s celebrated CoGNA 
Special. The start was awe-inspiring with both 
former winners Martin Morris and Lindsay being 
outfumbled by Bill Morris in Romulus, and it was 
R2B which led Martin for the whole of the first 
lap, and the second, and the third, despite giving 
away half a litre in engine capacity. Bill was 
Particularly spectacular at Lodge where wheel- 
spin was causing clouds of rubber smoke to arise 
but his efforts were in vain for Martin took over 
on the fourth lap and began to pull ve The race 
was far from over, however, for Lindsay, after 
being forced wide at the Folly on the first lap and 
falling to fifth behind Patrick Marsh’s ERA and 
Footitt, was in a fighting mood and wanting to 
win the Trophy which he first put his name on in 


1961. Thi about it; Phil Hill was World 
Champion that year! For five laps the twin ERAs 
scrapped like Formula Fords, with Lindsay 
sitting at times jest mches behind Romulus’s rear 
wheels. unti forced past by taking the 


unorthodox outside line round Cascades. He then 
set about the leader and the gap came down to 
under 5s. Martin was forced to go as hard as he 
could to stay in front and found the brakes wilting 
under the strain, but he crossed the line just 2s in 
front, both drivers exhausted and exhilarated by 
their magnificent efforts. 

Bill Morris was a happy third while Footitt 
finished fourth after bumping the back end of 
Marsh, denting the ERA’s petrol tank and 
unsettling the innards, sending foreign bodies 
into the fuel system so that Marsh slid down the 
field and eventually out of the race. Fielding’s 
Maserati just held off the ERAs of Peter Mann 
{ex-Peter Waller R9B) and Ben Morris for fifth, 
with Christopher Mann’s ex-Scuderia Ferrari 
Monza Alfa Romeo completing the unlapped 
finishers. 

Neil Corner was back at Oulton this year with 
his ex-“‘Williams”, Monaco GP-winning Bugatti 
T35B to try for his third Vintage Seaman but it 
was not to be. For three laps he was able to keep 
his very original and superbly presente’ car 
ahead of the AC-engined Specials of Freddie Giles 
(In Footitt’s car) and Irishman Harvey McWhir 
(Frazer Nash), but Giles moved past McWhir and 
then Corner in the space of one lap and soon 
pulled away. Behind these three “lightweights” 
rumbled the two mighty Bentley 3/44s of Harvey 
Hine and Randal Stewart, the latter with his 
slightly less powerful engine unabk to pass Hine, 
auhoueh he was forever sitting on his tail until 
two laps from the end when a big end 
unfortunatel 
version of the GP Bugatti (a T43) came under 
increasing pressure from the Riley Nine Special of 
Peter Dodds as the race progressed until the 
Coventry car’s cwp became edentate. Giles took 
2s off his own vintage lap record on the way to his 
first (the car’s second) Seaman Trophy. 

A smallish field of allcomers (at least one non- 
starter was known to be competing at Le Mans!) 
were given the longest race of the day, of 20 laps. 
The anticipated walkover for Neil Corner’s 250F 


never got off the ground for he stri first gear 
on ine set off last as Cottam’s 
immaculate Connaught led the pack into Old Hall. 


failed. Sam Clutton’s touring 


made @ poor start too, so that & was the emaz 
Frank Lockhart im his equally amazmg Ron 
saan who was chasing the leader after Mar 
orris had retired when a brake pipe split at t 
rear of his ERA. Corner was making up well | 
lost time, however, and by half distance h 
worked his way past Lockhart and was taking 
a lap off the leader, when a sparking plug blew o 
‘and that was that. Lockhart, shirt tails flappz 
in the breeze, went as never before to close ¢ 
gap to Cottam but it was the Connaught’s race’ 
3.2s. Richard Pilkington’s true blue Talbot La 
recalled memories of Philippe Etancelin at t 
first Gold Cup in 1954 by taking third after 
eat tussle with Bill Morris and Romulus. Befa 
is retirement Martin Morris broke his own p 
war lap record by 0.4s. 
The other races were a mixture of handica 
and scratch events, all over five laps. Of the latt 
there were two, the first won by Mike Quart 


_ maine’s effective 30/98 Vauxhall from a keen dit 


between the Meadows-engined Frazer Nash 

Brian Hopkins and Tom Austin’s Austin Sev 
(what else?); the second went to the Lagonda 
Ian MacDonald, who almost lost the lot at Lod 
on the first lap and spent the rest of the racd. 
the limit staying ahead of erstwhile modern rac 
Paul Weldon in the ex-Hall MG KS. Despite on 
1.3 supercharged litres, Paul set fastest lap ai 
vanquished the Le Mans Replica V12 Lagonda 
Freddy Barker which boats 4} litres. Shades 

Nuvolari? 

The first handicap suggested the handicapp 
was a Lancia fancier for two Lambdas led for : 
but the last few yards when High Conway J 
stole past in his ex-Brian Lewis T37A ar 
demoted et Stephens and Billy Galbraith 
second and third. Julian Ghosh gave Vauxh: 
(no, not General Motors) their second win of t] 
day in the second handicap, his enterprisit 
cornering in his 30/98 deserving of success. To 
Threlfall, who used to race all kinds of mode 
cars in the hey day of Lotus Elevens and the lik 
showed his style in an unusual V8-engined Lanc 
Astura ex-Mille Miglia car, by coming secor 
ahead of Mark Garfitt’s resplendent and ra 
Frazer Nash-BMW 3819. The annual Fraz 
Nash/GN handicap rather lost itself among: 
Aston Martins and Lagondas, the best place 
being Bill Stephenson’s very quick car in fift 

lace behind Richard Loveday in Bill Elwe 
ith’s Le Mans Aston, Ghosh in the 30 
again, David Hine’s replica of the 1936 Le Man 


_ winning Lagonda and Jim Crocker’s single-se: 


Rapier. Thirty cars started that one; did someor 
forget we are now condemned to the short circuit 

As Alan Cottam set off from the scratch mar 
leaving two dead straight black lines on the roa 
he was ceed intent on winning the fin 
handicap. The Connaught sliced through the fiele 
past some very fast machinery, and on the last la 
shot ahead of Christopher Mann’s Monza Alfa t 
take a fine victory. Once again Frank Lockhai 
was hot on his heels but just failed to pass Man 
on the run into the line, while Gerry Walton had 
good day with his A-type Connaught for once an 
drove very spiritedly to take fourth in front « 
Richard Pilkington’s Talbot. 


IAN TITCHMARS! 


Scratch Race 6 laps): 1, Mike Quartermaine (4.3 Vauxhall 3098 
8m 20.0s, 59.54mph; 2, Brian Hopkins (1.5 Frazer Nash-Meadows 
8m 25.6s; 3, Tom Austin (747 Austin 7 Special), 8m 26.2s, Fastes 
lap: Austin, 1m 37.0s,61.39mph. 

The Richard Seaman Memorial Vintage Trophy (16 laps): | 
Freddie Giles (2.0 AC-GN Cognac Special), 22m 7.8s, 71.75mph; 2 
Neil Corner (2.3 Bugatti T35B s/c), 22m 37.4s; 3, Harvey McWhi 
2.0 Frazer Nash-AC), 22m 43.2s; 4, Harvey Hine (4.4 Bentley < 

itre), 22m 45.2s. Fastest lap: Giles, 1m 20.0s, 74.43mph (record 
Handicap winner. Kenneth Neve (3.3 Humber TT). 

Handicap Race (5 mas 1, Hugh Conway Jnr (1.5 Bugatti T37. 
s/c), 9m 38.85, 61.54mph; 2, Tony Stephens (2.6 Lancia Lambda 
9m 39.4s; 3, Billy Galbraith (2.1 Lancia Lambda), 9m 42.6s. Fastes 
lap: Conway, 1m 33.4s, 63.75mph. 

The Richard Seman Memorial Historic Trophy (16 laps): 1, Marti 
Morris (2.0 ERA R11B s/c), 21m 14.4s, 74.76mph; 2, Hon Patric 
Lindsay (1.5 ERA R5B s/c), 21m 16.4s; 3, Bill Morris (1.5 ERA R2I 
s/c), 21m 45.8s; 4, Ron Footitt (2.0 AC-GN Cognac Special), 22n 
1.2s. Fastest lap: Lindsay, 1m 16.4s, 74.76mph (equals record 
Handicap winner, Jim Crocker (1.2 wi ebag Rapier). 

Handicap Race 6 laps): 1, Julian Ghosh (4.2 Vauxhall 3098), Sn 
20.0s, 62.68mph; 2, Tom Threlfall (2.9 Lancia Astura B8), 8m 29.6s 
3, Mark Garfitt (2.0 Frazer Nash-BMW 319), 8m 30.6s. Fastest lap 
Cecil Clutton (2.3 Bugatti T43 s/c), Im 31.2s, 62.68mph. 

Allcomers (20 laps): 1, Alan Cottam (2.0 Connaught A-type), 25m 
38.88, 77.39mph; 2, Frank Lockhart (3.0 Rover 75 Special), 25n 
42.0s; 3, Richard Pilkington (4.5 Talbot Lago), 26m 51.2s; 4, Ba 
Morris (1.5 ERA R2B s/c), 26m 54.8s. Fastest lap: Neil Corner 25 
Maserati 250F), 1m 14.6s, 79.82mph. Pré War Award: Morris 
Fastest lap: Martgn Morris (2.0 ERA R11B s/c), 1m 16.0s, 78.35mp! 


(record). 

enican Race (5 laps): 1, Richard Loveday (1.5 Aston Martin Ls 
Mans), 8m 27.6s, 63.00mph; 2, Julian Ghosh (4.2 Vauxhall 3098) 
8m 38.4s; 3, David Hine (4.5 Loagonda LG45 Le Mans Replica). Sn 
40.0s. Fastest fap: Harvey McWhir (2.0 Frazer Nash-AC}, 1m 262s 
69.08mph. Frazer Nash/GN Award: Billi Stephenson (1.5 Fraze: 


Nash). 
Handicap Race 6 laps; 1, Alan Cottam (2.0 Cannaught A-type! 
7m 32.4s, 76.85mph; 2, Christopher Mann 2 6 Alfa Romeo Mena: 


s/c), 7m 39.8s; 3, nk Lockhart (2.0 Rover 75 Special 7m 41 2s 
Fastest lag: Cottam im 15.6s 787) 

Scratch Race (5 lapsr 1. len 45 Lagonde LOSS) 
& _55aph 2 = 


SNETTERTON 


Warwick In 
command 


It was Derek Warwick’s day at Snetterton 
last Sunday. The talented FF1600 driver 
scored a hat-trick against very strong oppo- 
sition with his Warwick Trailers Hawke, the 
tally being a heat win and a comfortable 
victory in the final of the RAC champion- 
ship qualifier and, to underline his domina- 
tion, a win in the DJM round as well — a 
superb display. The BARC’s ten-race pro- 
ome was something of a Formula Ford 
estival, with five events for the popular 
single-seaters. Overshadowed by the FF 
spectacle, but shining in their own spheres, 
were Alex Ferrada, the Oceanair Clubmans 
victor with his Mallock, Nick Whiting, who 
dominated the Forward Trust pede 
Saloons with his Escort, and Rod Birley 
(Capri), the hard-worked winner of the 
Britax saloon thrash. 
Opening the meeting were two heats to decide the 
grid for the first round of the RAC’s new FF 1600 
National Championship. Matt Argenti appeared 
to have the first of these sewn up when, on the 
second lap, he made a break with his Royale 
RP21. But a late challenge by those two hard- 
trying Irishmen, Derek Daly and David Kennedy, 
in Hawke DL15 and Crosslé 30F respectively, 
closed the gap, and Argenti succumbed to the 
pressure by taking a trip up the escape road at the 
end of the main straight on the last lap, after con- 
tact with Daly. Daly took the flag ahead of 
Kennedy, with Mike Blanchet next up, having his 
third outing with the promising new Lola T490. 
John Bright worked his way through to fourth 
with his Royale RP21 (which, contrary to other 
reports, is still running with the original Alan 
a engine — the unit protested at Cadwell 

ark). . 

In the second heat, a sight which was to become 
familiar suring the afternoon emerged: Derek 
Warwick’s DLIS Hawke leading. Warwick 
equalled the lap record to win in a better time 
than Daly, while Kenny Gray (Royale RP21) hada 
coming-together with Bobby Scott (Merlyn 
Mk29) in another Ss, incident, the two cars 
finishing side-by-side, both with their noses 
deranged. Gray just got the verdict for second 
pace, a long way ahead of Jim Walsh (Royale 

P21) and Rod Bremner (Crosslé 30F). 

After the first bout of hectic Formula Fording, 
the Mini 7s provided an entertaining interlude. 
Reg Armstrong, from pole position, pulled 
steadily away and won convincingly. For the first 
half of the race, three-quarters of the eight-car 
field disputed second place, but in the later stages 
half of them fell by the wayside; Derek Hawkins 
finally finished second with Gus Bost third, a 
scant 0.2s ahead of nay Finlay. 

Alex Ferrada’s ACE Plants Mallock comfort- 
ably won the Oceanair qualifier after his two 
fastest rivals ran into trouble — Ron Morgan’s 
Mallock Mk14/16 literally, when, from a challeng- 
ing second place, he hit the barrier at the Esses on 
the second lap. Dud Mosley’s problem was a stick- 
ing throttle linkage on his Mallock Mk16, and the 
ex-British Karting Champion finished behind the 
Farthing brothers’ Mallocks. Steve and Don put 
on a grand show: on one occasion, brotherly love 

peared to have gone by the board as they 

shed past the pits, weaving and chopping 
furiously. They started the last lap side-by-side, 
but Steve gained the final advantage. 

It was back to the serious business as the stars 
of tomorrow came out to contest the DJM 
Records qualifier. Initially a 12-car train rushed 
round at the head of the field. By half-distance 
_two drivers, Warwick and Gray, had pulled away. 
Gray, who was suffering from ’flu, was losing out 
on the straights and when oil began to spill onto 
the rear brakes he dropped back, leaving 
Warwick, who had looked ragged under pressure, 
to win. Gray was almost caught by the duellin 
Bremner and Scott. Blanchet finished fifth ahea 
of Bright, Walsh (who had spun out of fifth on the 

ultimate lap) and a trouble Geoff Smailes 
fRoyale RP21). 

Those wi 3 


_— 


Whitimg with the AU-Car Equipe 2-Itre Escort 
won as he with Tony Dickinson second 
with his similar car. Tony Sugden (1.8 Escort), 
who had threatened to challenge them, had fuel 
ressure problems in practice, then the engine 
apsed on to two cylinders in the race and he could 
only struggle home a distant fifth. Peter Baldwin 
went very well as usual, holding third overall with 
his class winning BDA-engined Mini. Graham 
Goode (1.3 Escort) chased Baldwin all the way, 
but also collected a 10s penalty for not switching 
off his engine on the grid. 


The crowd, basking in the sun, kept one eye on 


the very poorly supported Lucas Caravan 
Championship round as they drank their beer or 
ate their ice creams, hoping to see the tail wave 
the dog — but no luck. Four outfits started, and 
four finished. i , 

The FFs reassembled, and with most of the 
leading drivers doing both championships, the 


Reid for the RAC final looked very similar to the 


JM one. The pattern of the race, however, was 
different, the field quickly splitting into twos and 
threes. Kennedy (a notable exception, doing just 
the RAC race) challenged Warwick for the lead in 
the early laps but running close behind the other 


car, Kennedy noted his water temperature 
pf acni and his engine power falling, and he 
opp 


back to an eventual sixth. Agen it was 
Gray who took up the challenge and, although he 
closed the gap marginally, it was still almost 3s as 
a jubilant Warwick swept under the flag for the 
third time. Bremer ousted Scott on the last lap, a 
surprised South African being demoted another 
place by the fast-finishing Daly, who got his nose 
just millimetres ahead as they rushed up to the 
line. Both the DJM race and the RAC final were 
cleanly fought races, and the rashness which had 
seemed rife in the heats happily disappeared. 

Rod Birley in the Hometune/Chastillian Motor 
Spares Capri led the Britax round all the way. 
Surprisingly, the first challenger to emerge from 
the pursuing bunch was John Brindley with his 
Mazda RX8, and he gradually closed on Birley. A 
late run by Brian Pepper’s Commodore meant a 
very exciting fmish as the three exited Russell 
nose-to-tail on the last lap. Birley won from 
Brindley and Pepper, only to go off at the next 
corner on his cocamott lap! pu and Brindley 
were both class winners, as was Nick Whiting in 
the Magnum — a lucky win, because all the water 
leaked away after he had crossed the line. In the 
cheapest class, Roger Payne (Avenger) had 
Neville Knight (Simca Rallye) creeping closer to 
him throughout, Payne’s winning margin being 
only 0.2s at the close. 

A consolation race for those FFs which did not 
qualify for the DJM race proved the second rwo 
saw Nick Ham, who was runner up to David Lang 
in the Winfirled School contest, lead for the first 
half in a shared Lola T242. Scorpion Racing boss 
Michael Eastick took over the lead with one of his 
Royale RP21s but finally Mike Taylor, who had 
hidden himself away all day fighting a nasty dose 


Tony Dickinson’s Escort finished in a distant second place to the all-conq uering Nick Whiting car. 


of hay fever, moved ahead to wm from Eastick, 
Paui Clark (Eiden Mk10) and Ham. 


ANDY LEEDER 
RAC Formula Ford 1600 Ceeeonet heat 1 (7 1, Derek 
Daly (Hawke-Minister DL15), 8m 46.8s, 91.70mph; 2, David 


Kennedy (Crossle-Minister 30F), 8m 47.6s; 3, Mike Blanchet (Lola- 

Minister 1490), 8m 51.0s; 4, John Bright (Royale-Smith RP21), &m 

54.6s; 5, Chris Skellern (Crossle 30F), 8m 55.4s; 6, Miki Dee (Van 

Peel sl cline RF74), 8m 56.8s. Fastest lap: Kennedy, 1m 132s, 
4.28mph. 

RAC Formula Ford 1600 Championship, heat 2 (7 laps): 1, Derek 
Warwick (Hawke-Minister DL15), 8m 40.8s, 92.76mph; 2, Kenny 
Gray (Royale-Scholar RP21); 8m 43.0s; 3, Bobby Scott (Merlyn- 
Scholar Mk 29A), 8m 43.0s;4, Jim Walsh (Royale-Scholar RP21), 8m 
51.2s; 5, Rod Bremner (Crossle-Rowland 30F), 8m 51.6s; 6, Trevor 
van Rooyen (Royal-Minister RP21), 8m 56.2s. Fastest lap: Warwick, 
1m 12.8s, 94.80mph sy record). 

Mini 7 (8 laps): 1, Reg Armstrong, 12m 10.4s, 75.59mph; 2, D. 
Hawkins, 12m 22.0s; 3, Gus Bost, 12m 25.4s; 4, Roy Finlay, 12m 
25.6s; 5, T. Welsh 12m 49.0s; no other finishers. Fastest lap: 
Armstrong, 1m 29.0s, 77.54mph. 

Oceanair Clubmans Sports Championship round (10 laps): 1, Alex 
Ferrada (Mallock Mk 16B), 12m 27.8s, 92.29mph; 2, Steve Farthi 
wee U2 Mk11/14B), 12m 38.2s; 3, Don Farthing (Mailock U 

k16E), 12m 39.4s: 4, Dud Moseley (Mallock Mk16B), 12m 49.0s; 5, 
Graham Sinclair (Mallock Mk14), 13m 05.8s; 6, Guy Woodward 
(Mallock U2 Mk14), 13m 06.0s Fastest lap: Ferrada and Moseley, Im 
13.4s, 94.02mph. 

DJM Records Formula Ford Championship round (10 laps): 1, 
Derek Warwick (Hawke-Minister DL15) 12m 22.6s, 92.93mph; 2, 
Kenny Gray (Royale-Scholar RP21), 12m 26.0s; 3, Rod Bremner 
(Crossle-Rowland 30F), 12m 27.2s; 4, Bobby Scott (Merlyn-Scholar 
Mk29A), 12m 27.4s; 5, Mike Blanchet (Lola-Minister T490), 12m 
30.8s; 6, John Bright (Royale-Smith RP21), 12m 33.8s. Fastest lap: 
Gray and Scott, 1m 12.8s, 94.80mph (equals record). 

{| Forward Trust 1000 plus Special Saloon Championship round, 
over 1300cc and 1001-1300cc oe laps): 1, Nick Whiting (2.0 Ford 
Escort), 12m 13.4s, 94.10mph; 2, Tony Dickinson (2.0 Ford Escort), 
12m 24.2s; 3, Peter Baldwin (1.3 Mini Clubman G71), 12m 45.4s; 4, 
Graham Goode (1.3 Ford Escort), 13m 01.4s. Over 1300cc: 1, 
Whiting, 94.10mph; 2, Dickinson; 3, Tony Sugden (1.8 Ford Escort). 
Fastest lap: Whiting, 1m 11.0s, 97.20mph. 1001-1300cc: 1, 
Baldwin, 90.16mph; 2, Goode; 3, Gary Streat (1.3 Mini). Fastest fap: 
Baldwin, 1m 15.0s, 92.02mph (establishes record). 

Lucas Caravan Championship round (6 pig? 1, Andrew Higton 
Naurhen VX2300), 12m 08.2s, 56.86mph; 2, Tony Peatfield (Ford 

apri 3000 Harrington Ace), 12m 32.2s; 3, Brian Charig (Ford 
Mustang), 12m 34.0s; 4, Eric Prue pers Capri V6), 13m_07.0s. 
1700-2500cc Car/Caravan 11’ 9°-14 6°; 1, Higton, 56.86mph. 
Fastest lap: Higton, 1m 45.6s, 60.22mph (establishes record). Over 
2500cc Car/Caravan over 14’ 6": 1, Peatfield, 55.05mph; 2, Charig; 
3, Prue. Fastest fap: Prue, 1m 57.6s, 58.68mph (established 


record). 

RAC Formula Ford 1600 Championship round, final (15 laps; 1, 
Derek Warwicke (Hawke-Minister DL15), 18m 26.4s, 93.56mph; 2, 
Kenny Gray (Royale-Scholar RP21), 18m 29.2s; 3, Rod Bremner 
Crossle-Rowland 30F); 18m 33.8s; 4, Derek Daly (Hawke-Minister 

L15), 18m 34.6s; 5, Bobby Scott (Merlyn-Scholar Mk 29A), 18m 
34.6s; 6, David Kennedy (Crossle-Minister 30F), 18m 36.8s. Fastest 
lap: Bremner and Warwick, 1m 12.8s, 94.80mph (equals record). 

Britax Production Saloon Championship round (10 laps): 1, Rod 
Birley (3.0 Ford Capri), 14m 44,8s, 78.00mph; 2, John Brindley (2.0 
Mazda RX3), 14m 45.0s; 3, Brian Pepper (2.8 Opel Commodore 
GSE), 14m 45.2s; 4, David Taylor (3.0 BMW 3.0Si), 14m 52.6s. Over 
£2400: 1, Birley, 78.00mph; 2, Pepper; 3, Taylor. Fastest lap: Tony 
Lanfranchi (2.8 Opel Commodore) and Pepper, 1m 26.4s, 
79.88mph. £2002-£2400: 1, Nick Whiting (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum), 
76.77mph; 2, Alan Foster (Vauxhall Magnum), no other finishers. 
Fastest lap: Whiting, 1m 28.0s, 78.42 mph. £1601-£2000: 1, 
Brindley, 77.98mph; 2, Freddie Jacks (Mazda RX3); Ron Freeman 
rare RX3). Fastest lap: Brindley, 1m 27.0s, 79.32mph. Up to 

1600: 1, Geer Payne (1.6 Chrysier Avenger), 16m 00.4s, 
71.86mph; 2, Neville Knight (Simca Rallye 1); 3, Geoff Wooldridge 
(Lada 1200). Fastest lap: Knight, 1m 33.4s,73.89mph. 

DJM Records Formula Ford consolation (8 laps): 1, Mike Taylor 
(Image-Minister FF2B), 10m 39.6s, 86.32mph; 2, Michael Eastick 
(Royale-Scholar RP21), 10m 40.2s; 3, Paul Clark (Elden-Minister Mk 
10), 10m 40.4s; 4, Nick Ham (Lola-Brown 1242), 10m 40.6s; 5, John 
Stutley (Hawke-Brown DL12), 10m 43.8s; 6, Peter Lewis (Merlyn- 
Minister Mk ep 10m 53.0s. Fastest lap: Eastick and Taylor, 1m 
18.0s, 88.48mph. 


nN 


———— 


Barton’s reply 


With a very good entry list, the BRSCC 
meeting at Croft had nine races in the pro- 
amme but an amalgamated Mini 
275GT and Renault 5 event ensured a more 
realistic number of eight to be actually run 
in the time allocated. Most ot the regulars 
were in attendance and familiar faces 
dominated the racing with some not so well 
known at Croft names in the 1275GT, 
Renault 5 and MG classes. 
At the start of the Modsports race a very de- 
termined looking Brian Murphy in the E Type 
took the lead and held off the ASM Elan of Andy 
Smith until the third lap. Smith then pulled away 
slightly to win by 3.4s while Murphy had a fight 
on his hands to keep at bay the Davrian of Jim 
Adamson and the Elan of Jon Fletcher; which he 
did, this being finishing order at the flag. 

With a last minute dearth of Renault 5s pre- 
senting themselves at the circuit, the decision was 
taken to run a joint event with the Mini 1275GT 
cars but with the Minis starting in a pack first. 
Although by all accounts this was not a very 

pular move with some drivers it certainly made 
ior good spectating as the British cars caught and 
lapped the Frenchies, an extra bonus being the 
direct comparison in cornering techniques made 
Pe: e Mini race was originally led by- 

off Till but he disappeared from view to be 

laced by eventual winner Paul Taft who was 
followed home by Roger Saunders. Of the place 
changing which occurred all became confusion 
and it became more fun to just watch rather than 
keep a serious lap chart. The same applies to the 
Renaults, but Charles Sawyer-Hoare led all the 
way to win ahead of Mick Hill and Richard 
Hassell. Thank you, gentlemen. 

Again that man Meek won the Production 
Sports car race and was followed home by no 
fewer than three TVRs this time; safety in 
numbers? The first class B car home was also a 
TVR, this time a 1600cc example in which Chris 
Alford also set up a new class record under pres- 
sure from the MGB of Doc Griffiths. ‘Tinies’ class 
was agairrthe property of Valli (1500 Midget) with 
a 20s lead over Dave Karaskas’ 1275 Sprite. 


BRSCC Modified Sports Cars (8 eh Overall: 1, Andy Smith (1.6 
Lotus Elan), 9m 58.0s, 84.28mph; 2, Brian Murphy (4.4 Jaguar E 
Type), 10m 01.4s; 3, Jim Adamson (1.1 Davrian Imp), 10m 02.2s; 
4, John Fletcher (1.6 Lotus Elan), 10m 05.2s. Over 2000cc: 
1, Murphy, 83.8O0mph; no other finishers. Fastest lap: Murphy, 1m 
14.0s, 85.14mph. 1500cc to 2000cc: 1, Smith; 2, Fletcher; 3, John 
Bury (1.6 Lotus Elan). Fastest lap: Smith, 1m 13.8s, 85.37mph. 
1150 to 1500cc: 1, Garry Wilson (1.4 Sprite), 79.37mph; 2, Gordon 
Howie (1.4 Midget); 3, Ron Harper (1.2 Spitfire). Fastest lap: Howie, 
im 19.2s, 79.55mph. Upto 1150cc: 1, Adamson, 85.69mph; 2, Ron 
Kirkman (1.1 Davrian Imp Mk7); 3, E. Falkous (1.1 Ginetta). Fastest 
lap: Adamson, 1m 13.8, 85.37mph. 

BRSCC Renault Elf Challenge round (8 laps; 1, Charles Sawyer- 
Hoare, 13m 59.6s, 60.03mph; 2, Mick Hill, 14m 02.0s; 3, Richard 
Hassell, 14m 09.8s; 4, Stewert McCrudden, 14m 11.4s; 5, Barry 
Williams, 14m 12.0s; 6, J. Dent, 14m 15.6s. Fastest lap: Sawyer- 
Hoare and Hill, 1m 43.0s, 61.1 7mph. : : 

Direct Tapes Production Sports Car HG healed: round (8 laps); 
Overall and £3000 to £4500: 1, Chris Meek (Lotus Europa 1.6), Lim 
02.0s, 76.13mph; 2, Colin Blower (3.0 T R. lim 24.0s; 3, Rod 
Gretton (3.0 TVR), 11m 28.6s; 4, Stewart Halstead (3.0 TVR), lim 
40.8s. Fastest lap: Meek, 1m 21.4s, 77.40mph. £2000 to £3000: 
1, Chris Alford (1.6 TVR), ope Hk 2, Doc Griffiths (1.8 MGB); 
3, A. Brewer (1: he tle Fastest lap: Alford, 1m 29.0s, 70.79mp 
(New class record). Up to £2000: |. Valli (1.5 MG), 65.84mph; 


2, Dave Karaskas (1.3 Austin Healey); 3, Steve O'Hara (1.3 MG). 


Fastest lap: Valli, 1m 33.85, 67.16mph. . 

Leyland Cars National Mini 1275Gt Challenge round (8 laps): 
1, Paul Taft, 11m 54.0s, 70.59mph; 2, R. Saunders, 12m 36.2s; 
6, Peter Jopp, 12m 54.2s. Fastest lap: Taft, lm 27.6s, 71.92mph. 

Tate Trophy for Formula Ford 1600 (12 laps): 1, Peter Harrington 
een 69F), 15m 14.6s, 82,65mph; 2, Mick Starkey (ATS 

rlyn-Scholar), 15m 17.4s; 3, Alan Stringer (Crosslé-Minister 30F), 
15m 27.0s: 4, Dave Manners (Nike-Scholar 10), 15m 35.4s; 5, Philip 
Tingle (Van Dieman-Scholar RF 74/76), 15m 45.6s; 6, Cameron 


abowes ree rmaihewse vases eS Se = 
clean pair of wheels to the rest after early pres- 
sure from Mick Starkey (ATS Merlyn) and David 
Leslie (Crossle) became nullified by their attempts 
to crawl all over each other. Leslie eventually left 
the scene to allow Starkey an uninterrupted chase 
of the leader which he attempted with much 
vigour to finish under 3 seconds behind and some 
10 seconds ahead of third place man Alan 
Stringer’s Crossle. Another competitor of note 
was an anonymous hare which played chicken (!) 
across the Pits straight on the third lap to the 
consternation of commentator Andy Fraser. 

The absence of some of the usual saloon com- 
petitors did nothing to detract from a fine win b 
Malcolm Stevens (Ford Falcon) from_ Keit. 
Bowmaker (Escort) by under one second. Such an 
unaccustomed win was this for the venerable 
Falcon (an ex-everywhere/everybody car) after 
trying so hard in Malcolm’s hands that the rear 
axle failed in excitement and prevented a well 
deserved lap of honour. Considerable amusement 
was caused by the shedding of Brendon Chappel’s 
Mini’s roof at some point and the disappearance of 
the Mini 7 of Phillip Hesketh over the Tower 
banking on lap three. 

The Coopers Oils Clubmans race gave Ray Edge 
in the Phoenix U2 of Keith Raper an unchallenged 
win from the Beagle of ex-Monoposto man Ken 
Yardley while in a class B Ken Brown (Mallock U2) 
took the honours and fastest lap in class. 

A mixture of MG Types and MGAs gave an 
entertaining display for their eight laps during 
which the lead changed to the advantage of 
winner Peter Cresswell on the fifth lap and he 
brought home his MG TC ahead of the MGA TC 
of Mike Entwisle and Nick Naylor in his MG TC, 
which is an ex-1960 Le Mans car. 

With a Libre win, Andy Barton (March-BDG 
752) made the unofficial Barton v Derek Cook 
(Formula Atlantic Chevron) score two all, in spite 
of a spin on the final at Richard Simms (5.0 
Chevron) overcame the handicap of an _inter- 
mittent fourth gear and a savaging at the Chicane 
on the last la the Brabham of Tim Wood to 
come home t nde the Brabham had to be towed 
in, an unfortunate end to a climb from last to 
fourth in ten laps. As his father had wiped off a 
corner of the family Mallock in the Clubmans 
event, son John Lambert was without a Libre car 
until Ken Brown loaned his Mallock for the race, 
John put in an understandably steady drive to 
tenth place after this sporting gesture. 


PAUL BOOTHROYD 


Binnie (Hawke-Minister DL2A), 15m 52.2s. Fastest lap: David Leslie 
(Crosslé-Rowland 16F), 1m 14.4, 84.68mph. 

Troy Tire and Auto round for special Saloons (6 laps); Overall: 1, 
Malcolm Stevens (4.7 Ford Falcon), 10m 25.6s, 80.56mph; 2, Keith 
Bowmaker (4.7 Escort), 10m 26.4s; 3, A. Lyall (1.8 Escort), 10m 
31.8s; 4,lan Rogerson (1.3 Mini), 11m 04.4s. Over 1300cc: 
1, Stevens; 2, Bowmaker; 3, Lyall. Fastest lap: Bowmaker, im 
16.0s, 82.89mph. 1001 to 1300cc: 1, Rogerson, 75.86mph; 2, L. 
Scurr (1.3 Mini); 3, Owen Corrigan (1.3 Mini). Fastest lap: Rogerson, 
im 208s, 77.97mph. Up to 1 c: 1, John Tully (1.0 Mini), 
72.93mph; 2, Brendon Chappel (Mini 850); 3, C. F. Flynn (1.0 Mini). 
Fastest lap: Tully and Chappel, 1m 24.4s, 74.64mph. Mini 7: no 
finishers. Fastest lap: G. Woodhouse, 1m 25.8s, 73.43mph. 

Northern Clubmans Racing with Coopers Oils (8 laps); Overall and 
1600cc fully modified: 1, Ray Edge (1.6 Phoenix-Ford U2), 9m 35.6, 
87.56mph; 2, Jim Yardley (1.6 Beagle-Ford), 9m 44.2s; 3, Richard 
De La Rue (1.6 V2-Ford), 9m 47.8s; 4, John Muirhead (1.6 Mallock- 
Ford ay 10m 03.6s. Fastest lap: edge, im 10.0s, gated ely 
1600cc Formula Ford engined: 1, Ken Brown (1.6 Mallock-Ford U2), 
82.05mph; 2, D. Cressy (1.6 Mallock-Ford U2); 3, |. Chapman (1.6 
MallockFord U2} Fastest lap: Brown and Geoff Lambert (1.6 
Mallock-Ford U2), 1m 15.0s, 84.00mph. 

MG T Types and MGA’s (8 laps): 1, Peter Cresswell (1.3 MG TC), 
12m 13.2s, 68.73mph; 2, Mike Entwisle (1.6 MGA TC), 12m 20.0s; 
3, Nick Taylor (1.5 MG TC), 12m 22.2s; 4, John Holton (1.6 MGA 
He 12m 41.8s; 5, Alistair Naylor (1.55 MG TC), 12m 42.6s; 
6, Malcolm Brownsett (1.8 MGB), 13m 36.6s. Fastest lap: Cresswell, 
1m 29.6s, 70.31mph. 

BRSCC Northern Formula Libre Championship round (10 laps): 
1, Andy Barton (2.0 March-Barton BDG 73/75B), 10m 57.0s, 
95.89mph; 2, Derek Cook (1.6 Chevron-Cook BDA B27), 10m 58.8s; 
3, Richard Simms (5.0 Chevron-Chevrolet B24/28), llm 41.6s; 
4, John Holro oe 6 Mallock-Ford U2), 9 laps; 5, John Muirhead 
1.6 Mallock Ford U27, 9 laps; 6, Andrew Waring (1.6 Brabham- 

ord), 9 laps. Fastest lap: Barton, 1m 03.2s, 99.68mph. 


Andy Barton evened his score with Derek Cook to two all in spite of a second lap spin. 


Wingers 
and Ward 


It was Gandy Frictions Day at Brands 
Hatch on Sunday. That meant an efficiently 
organised BRSCC meeting providing a very 
eventful programme of eight races. John 
Wingfield won the main race of the day — a 
round of the MCD Open Single Seater 
Championship — beating Val Musetti’s 
March 752. Victory in the Hitachi Special 
Saloon round went to Jeff Ward’s Imp 
while the Aston Martin thrash went to the 
Zagato of Roger St. John-Hart. 

The fact that Hitachi Championship leader Jeff 
Ward was back on the fifth row of the grid in his 
Epic Accessories Chrysler Greetham Imp 
signalled that the opening race just might be 
eventful. And indeed it was. Pole position man, 
Rob Mason made a bad start in his George Bevan 
Imp while Ward made a flying start and was third 
into Paddock. By the second lap Ward was im 
second place and chasing the Imp of Colin Craven, 
eventually taking him on Brabham Straight and 
immediately pulling away. Meanwhile Mason 
who, incidentally, had the 848cc engine installed, 
had begun moving up from sixth place at the end 
of the first lap, taking the Mini-Cooper ‘S’ of 
Stephen Hall on the third lap and challenging 
John Craven through Druids and taking him 
along Cooper straight on the fourth lap. He then 
began closing on leader Ward and caught him on 
the ninth lap only to slow and finish second ahead 
Stephen Hall and Colin Craven who crossed the 
ie ate by side after a closely fought scrap for 
third. 

The undoubted highlight of the Gandy 
Challenge Race for Aston Martins was Win 
Percy’s progress round the circuit. Entered under 
the Samuri Racing with Bradshaw Plant Hire 
banner in Bob Gathercole’s bog standard DB5, 
Percy had qualified second fastest behind the ex- 
Moss Zagato of Roger St. John-Hart. Percy made 
a good start and led off the line only to be out- 
dragged into Paddock by the immaculate Zagato. 
Percy suddenly found himself without a clutch but 
nonetheless proceeded to chase after St. John- 
Hart in fine style leaving behind Rachel Goate in 
her husband’s DB4 GT and the duelling Malcolm 
McGregor (DB5) and Geoff Reade in the 
Superstat DB4. Reade and McGregor raced side 
by side through Paddock on the third lap only for 
McGregor to spin at Surtees. 

Meanwhile, at the front, St. John-Hart had diffi- 
culty selecting gears as he passed the pits for the 
fourth time and this allowed Percy to take the 
lead which he was subsequently to lose in the 
same place a lap later as the Zagato powered past 
having overcome its problem with the gearbox. 
For the next few laps the crowd were treated to 
some superb driving from Percy as he flung the 
Aston around with abandon and took the lead 
into Paddock on the seventh lap only for St. John- 
Hart to repass going into Druids. a took the 
line through Graham Hill Bend but the Zagato 
again powered past on Cooper straight and led to 
the flag as Percy found gear selection more and 
more difficult. Rachel Goate drove extremely well 
to finish a comfortable third ahead of Reade and 
the recovering McGregor. 

Although many of the regular Formula Ford 
runners were racing elsewhere, there was a 
healthy field for the non-championship race. Pole 
pose went to the Lotus-Minister 61MX of Roy 

agliacci but he made a bad start and completed 
the first lap in fourth place behind Alex 
Hawkridge’s Royale-Minister RP 21, Doug 
Wood’s Elden-Minister Mk10c and the Crossle- 
Minister 25F of John Poxon who was subse 
quently penalised for jumping the start from the 
second row. Pagliacci dealt with Poxon going into 
Paddock on the second lap and watched Wood t 
to take Hawkridge on the outside round Padd 
on lap six..Wood’s job was made easier when 
Hawkridge dropped back to fifth without a nose 
cone and later making a EY stop before eventually 
retiring. By the eleventh lap it was obvious that 
Pagliacci was interested in first place as he 

ushed Wood, eventually taking him m a dicey 
ooking move round the outside at Paddock on the 
penultimate lap. Wood tried hard at Surtees on 
the last ce eventually finished second. Poxon 
finished third on the road but slipped to fifth 
when the penalty was added leaving Robert 
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Coates’ Hawke Minister DL 12 to be classified 
third. 

Rob Mason reappeared for thé Kent Messenger 
1000cc Saloon race with the 998cc engine bolted 
in the back of the Bevan Imp and took up his pole 
position. He was briefly challenged by Oliver’s 

p into Paddock but soon pulled away to take an 
easy victory while Oliver finished an Say com- 
fortable second. A bad start by John Schneider’s 
Imp from the second row dropped him to sixth 
initially but he began to carve his way through 
and for the rest of the race he engaged in an 
exciting battle with the Imps of Colin Craven and 
Mike Chapple. Schneider took Chapple on lap 6 
and on the ninth lap he took Craven in a demon 
out-braking move into Paccock, leaving Craven 
and Chapple to pass and repass on the last lap at 
Clearways. 

The Sniry for the MCD Open Single Seater 
Championship round was a little disappointing, 

articularly with the non-appearance of Bobby 

ell’s BRM P153. Pole position was occupied by 
the Bernigra Ices March-Swindon 752 of 
Valentino Musetti with a time of 43.2s. Two 
tenths slower was Keith Hollend in the smart Len 
Gibbs Racing Lola Smith-Chevrolet T400. Com- 

leting the front row with a time of 45s was the 
Marshall Wingfield/Corbeau Equipe Ralt-Somers 
RT 1 of John Wingfield. Philip Guerola 
(Brabham-Norvic BT 30) and Jim Kelly (Trojan 


Chev T101) occupied the second row with times of _ 


46s and 46.6s respectively. At the start, Holland 
blasted into an immediate lead and it looked as 
though the race was over. And it was — for Keith 
Holland. Coming through Graham Hill Bend he 
lost it and slewed sideways at the exit before 
coming to rest on the outside of the corner — for- 
tunately without damage. He was unable to rejoin 
until the other eleven runners had streamed past. 
Up front, Musetti was beginning to pull away 
from Wingfield who in turn was opening up a gap 
to Guerola. Admist a flurry of blue flags, Holland 
was up to seventh by the fifth lap; sixth the next 
lap and by lap seven he had taken the Bruach Lola 
T360 of Mike King. Fourth place becanie the 
property of Holland when Jim Kelly’s Trojan 
stop ae with a broken engine damper and by the 
tenth lap he had passed Guerola on Brabham 
straight, leaving a gap of twelve seconds to 
second place man Wingfield. It suddenly looked 
like it could be an interesting race after all — for 
Wingfield had closed on Musetti. Three laps later 
and the hard charging Holland disappeared in a 
huge cloud of dust at McLaren as he spun off and 
later rejoined 17s behind Wingfield. The Ralt 
driver’s attentions were now focused on the ill- 
handling March of Musetti and on _ the 
seventeenth lap he looked at the inside going into 
Paddock then tried on the outside through 
Graham Hill Bend. Musetti’s car was suffering 
from a cracked wing support and also an 
additional handicap of odd rear tyres which didn’t 
help the handling at all. A lap later Wingfield 
assed Musetti on Brabham straight only for the 

arch to slip ahead going into Druids. During the 
course of the scrap there had been a banging of 
wheels and Musetti eased off. Wingfield passed 
him again and took a popular victory 1.4s ahead 
with Holland finishing 4.4s behind Musetti. 

The Sytner of Nottingham round for Club 
Sports provided some close racing — virtually 
from the drop of the flag. lan James’ Mallock had 
a dead engine in the middle of the grid and in the 
ensuing scramble the Hustler of Richard Groom- 
bridge and Alan White’s U2 Holbay Mk16 
touched and became retirements. Peter Cooke 
(Harrison Cooke-Cosworth Mk7B) made a good 
start from the middle of the front row and led 
until the second lap when he spun at Clearways 
and retired with a split swirl pot. This left a 
battling foursome contesting the lead; Vernon 
Davies (Mallock-Holbay U2 Mk16), Nick Adams 
(Ardmore Racing/Team Camborough Mallock- 
Morgan U2 Mki8), Martin Mansell (Mallock- 
Abbott U2 Mk16) and Malcolm Jackson (Mallock- 
Arden Mk14). The group became a trio on lap five 
when Mansell charged the bank at McLaren and 
later just a duo when Adams passed Davies and 
pulled away, leaving him to fend off Jackson. For 
the final two laps Jackson tried everything he 
knew to get by and finally managed it coming out 
of Clearways on the last lap as they lapped a 
backmarker. 

Escort racing usually produces close and 
exciting racing and the Debenhams Challenge 
Race was no exception. Pete Kiig led off the line 
from pole position in the Ronnie tt’s Club Car 
but behind him was a jostling sea of Escort. 
Championship leader, Graham Hollis, anxious to 
make up for a second row grid position, tried to 


come thro on the grass into Paddock, but at 
the end of 


first lap the position was Pete King 
in the lead fem John Waterman, Graham Hollis, 
a7 


into the pits with a loose ping lead on the third lap 
and Waterman awa tly from Hollis 


and Dennis Bradley, after Bradley had carved his 
way through the field in amazing style from a 
lowly brid position. By the sixth lap he was past 
Hollis and looking for a way round Waterman — 
succeeding on the eighth lap. The front three were 
very closely bunched as they entered Paddock for 
the ninth time; Hollis looking for a way through 
on the inside of Waterman. As they approached 
Druids Waterman had the inside line on Bradley 
but he didn’t reckon on Hollis coming through on 
the inside — which involved the grass. Hollis and 
Waterman touched and the result was horrifying. 
Waterman’s car became well and truly airborne, 
flew end over end and cleared the sleepers on the 
outside of Druids and landed on the bank just 
below the spectator fence. The car was a write-off 
and fortunately Waterman escaped unharmed. 
Bradley continued to the flag with Hollis driving 
like a man possessed into second place, seemingly 


Hitachi Special Saloon Car Championship round (10 laps), Overall: 
1, Jeff Ward (Chrysler Greetham Imp), 9m 6.6s, 79.27mph; 2, Rod 
Mason (848 Sunbeam Imp), 9m 17.4s, 77.74mph; 3, Stephen Hall 
BLMC Mini Cooper S), 9m 20.6s; 4, Colin Craven Q98 Hillman 
mp), 9m 20.6s; 5, Mike Chapple (998 Hillman Imp), 9m 20.8s; 
6, John Schneider (998 Hillman Imp), 9m 22.6s: 851cc to 1000cc: 
1, Ward; 2,Hall; 3, Craven; 4, Chapple; 5, Schneider; 6, Alan 
Humberstone (998 Hillman imp): Up to 850cc: 1, Mason; 2, Peter 
Day (848 Mini), 9m 35.4s; 3, David Enderby (848 BLMC Mini), 9m 
36.85; 4, Cliff Watts (848 Imp), 9m 37.0s; 5, Robert Harman (848 
BLMC Mini), no time given; 6, Larry Gage (848 Imp), no time given. 
Fastest laps: 851-1000cc; Ward, 53.4s, 81.4mph; Up to 850cc; 
Mason, 53.0s, 81.75mph. 

Gandy Frictions Trophy Race for Standard Post War Aston Martins 
(10 laps), Overall: 1, Roger St. John-Hart (3.7 Zagato), 10m 17.8s, 
70.14mph; 2, Win Percy (4.0DB5), 10m 22.6s, 69.59mph; 3, Rachel 
Goate (3.7 DB4 GT), 10m 27.6s; 4, Geoff Reade (3.7 DB4), 10m 
38.6s; 5, Malcolm McGregor (4.0 DBS), 10m 50.2s; 6, Richard 
Williams (DB4), 11m 15.4s. Standard Production (Feltham) Cars: 
1, James Murray (3.0 DB2/4 Mk2), 11m 18.6s, 63.85mph; no other 
finishers. Fastest Lap: 106.4s, 65,26mph. Standard Production 
(Newport Pagnell) Cars: 1, Percy; 2,Reade; 3, McGregor; 
4, Williams; 5, Mick Adams (5.3 V8), 11.18.8s; 6, Nigel Scholfield 
(4.0 DB5), 1im 20.0s. Fastest Lap: Reade and Percy, 60.2s, 
71.98mph. Standard Production Competition Cars: 1, Goate. No 
other finishers. Fastest Lap: 58.6s, 73.94mph. 

Gandy Frictions Trophy Race for Formula Ford 1600 Cars 
(15 laps): 1, Roy Pagliacci ote ee 61MX), 13m 13.0s, 
81.96mph; 2, Doug sed Iden-Minister Mk10C), 13m 13.2s; 
3, Robert Coates (Hawke-Minister DL12), 13m 15.8s; 4, Sean 
Walker (Royale-IWR Blue Flash RP21), 13m 20.6s; 5, John Poxon 
MO et 25F), 13m 24.0s; 6, Brian Sims (Hawke-Minister 

L11), 13m 25.6s. Fastest Lap: Poxon, 57.8s, 83.65mph. , 


PONTYPOOL 


The Mmm ; Cnampims p> eager, Cars fyrrel 
had overheating problems during practie whic 
explained his third row position. However, froz 
the start he really flew and had moved into thr 
place by the third lap. Unfortunately his effas 
came to nought a lap later when he lost a whe 
going into Paddock — not the best place for the 
sort of thing to happen and he ended agaist th 
bank, fortunately without injury to himself. Th 
same could not be said for the car. None of thi 
affected the position of Graham Wenham who ha 
led off from pole poen and although chased b 
Terry Pudwell’s Mini, he still managed to wm 
even if only by a scant two tenths of a seconc 
Third place eventually went to Julian Cutler afte 
a race-long battle with Graham Woskett an 
Martin Goodall. 

The day ended with a Stewards enquiry int 
the incident during the Escort race; the verdic 
being a fine for Hollis and the results standing. 


MAURICE HAMILTOP 


Kent Messenger 1000cc Saloon Car Challenge Race (10 laps 
1, Rob Mason ec ibaani Imp), 9m 02.4s, 79.88mph; 2, R. Olive 
(Chrysler Imp), 9m 07.6s; 3, John Schneider (Hillman ye! 9 
19.6s; 4, Colin Craven (Hillman imp), 9m 21.6s; 5, Mike Chapp 

amon Imp) 9m 22.0s; 6, Gary Hall (BLMC Mini Cooper S).@ 
8.6s. Fastest Lap: Mason, 52.6s, 82.38mph. 

MCD Open Single Seater Championship round (20 laps): 1, Joh 
Wingfield (F2 Ralt-Somers RT1 seep 15m 14.2s, 94.79mph. 2, Vi 
Musetti (F2 March-Swindon 752 BDX), 15m 15.6s; 3, Keith Hollan 
(F5000 Lola-Smith Chevrolet T400), 15m 20.0s; 4, Philip Guero’ 
(Brabham-Norvic BT30), 15m 40.8s; Mike King (Fiat Lola T360), 1 
laps; 6, Ken Silverstone (F3 March Toyota 753), 19 laps. Faste: 
war 3 Holland, 43.4s, 99.84mph. 

ynter of Nottingham Clubman’s Sports STamenonstie round (1 
laps): 1, Nick Adams (Mallock U2-Morgan Mk18), 7m 56.4: 
90.95mph; 2, Malcolm Jackson (Mallock U2-Arden Mk14), 71 
59.2s; 3, Vernon Davies (Mallock U2-Holbay eon 8m 00.0: 
4, Pete Deai (Pink Panther-Abbott), 8m 04.8s: 5, Tony Norte 
Gryphon-Longman C4A), 8m 14.2s; 6, Brian Green (Grypho 
pogo rap 8m 35.0s. Fastest Lap: Adams and Jackson 46.6: 

.98mph. 

Debenhams Escort Challenge round (10 laps): 1, Dennis Bradle 
10m 22.2s, 69.64mph; 2, Graham Hollis, 10m 22.6; 3, Wayn 
Wainwright, 10m 24.0s; 4, Neil McGrath, 10m 25.8s; 5, Davi 
Clarkson, 10m 32.2s; 6, Michael Bruno, 10m 33.0s. Fastest Lay 
Hollis, 1m 00.2s, 71.98mph. 

Leyland Cars National Mini 7 Challenge round (10 laps 
1,Graham Wenham (Micktuned Mini), 10m 10.0s, 71.03mpt 
2, Terry Pudwell (Lawrence Mini), 10m 10.2s; 3, Julian Cutle 
exe Mini), 10m 15.0s; 4, Graham Woskett (Ripspeed Mini), 10r 

7.0s; 5, John West (BLMC Mini), 10m 17.6s; 6, Graham Chil 
pe Mini), 10m 18.2s. Fastest Lap: Jim Mancey (Jimini Mini) ani 
udwell, 59.85, 72.46mph. 


Lane's smooth score | 


Roy Lane came back to top form at the sixth 
round of the Guyson/BARC Hillclimb 
championship at Pontypool Park on 
Sunday. The Goodyear and Castrol backed 
Fenny Marine GM1 broke the hill record 
twice and after a climb which seemed 
smoother than of late, Roy left the record re- 
duced by 0.34s. Arch-rival Alister Douglas- 
Osborne also broke the old record but was 
finding the Motosail (Jersey) Pilbeam R22 a 
little twitchy and was unable to match his 
recent form by that vital fraction. John 
Meredith (Mini-Cooper S) was one of eight 
other drivers to come away with new class 
records and with Russ Ward most unusually 
failing to win his class or qualify for the Top 
Ten runs, Meredith is beginning to threaten 
Ward’s championship lead, bearing in mind 
that he has an event in hand. The BARC 
(South Wales) had the energetic support of 
the New Helmaen International Cabaret 


Roy Lane drove his Fenny Marine GM1 toa new hill record at Pontypool Park last weekend. 


Club of Usk for a fine meeting which wa: 


marred only by the number of stray dogs en 


croaching on the course, one running it 
front of John Meredith as he returned dow) 
the hill — fortunately without mishap. 
Terry Tattam has had a slightly erratic year se 
far but this time his Mini-Cooper S had no drama: 
and proceeded to lop 0.49s off the 1500cc tourin; 
class. There were three other new records amon; 
the saloons; John Meredith lifting his Mini’ 
inside rear wheel to tremendous heights to knocl 
off 0.92s by the time the Top Ten runs were com 
pleted, Charles Barter reducing the 1000cc specia 
saloon figure by 1.27s in his ‘horticultural 
Hartwell Imp, and Robin Yeomans chopping th: 
unlimited special saloon figure by 1.66s in his Min 
which is bored to 1700cc. In the latter clas 
Trevor King reduced his old record in hi 
Shorrock ie phar gtk Ford-engined Morri 
Minor but could not match the times of Yeomans. 
Stuart Watts suffered a puncture in practic 
but the Haverfordwest dentist had everythin; 
sorted out in time to chip 0.70s off his ow 
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Daly’s day 


Derek Daly had a real hero’s homecoming at 
the Co. Kildare MC Whit Monday Mondello 
(June 7); the Hawke driver winning the 
Formula Ford feature from David Kennedy 
(Crosslé) and his Hawke team-mate Bernard 
Devaney. Harold McGarrity in a Chevron 
B25 won on Atlantic thriller from Des 
Donnelly in a March 74B, with Patsy 
McGearrity putting in a tremendous effort to 
claim third after being delayed with a mal- 
functioning clutch on his Chevron B29. 
There was lots of action throughout the 
sunny afternoon, enjoyed by a very big 
crowd; the only slip-up on the organizational 
side being the absence of the regular time- 
keeping staff, which explains the lack of 
race speeds and fastest laps in the accom- 
panying results. 
In the first Formula Ford heat David Kennedy 
Be ted a tail sliding and opposite locking 

rosslé 30F to the Hawke DL15 of the closely 
following Derek Daly; and there was an equally 
close battle for third featuring John Bright in a 
Royale RP21 and ‘veteran’ Harry Acheson in a 
Crosslé 30F. Daly decided to conserve his best 
efforts for the final and finished just behind his 
big rival, with Acheson just behind Bright — the 
Englishman having his first Mondello drive. 

e Denis McCarthy Auctions sponsored mod- 

sports race saw yet another victory going to Ed 

ahon, continuing his unbroken record of 
Mondello wins this season with his Komatsu MG 
Midget, and finishing way in front of the similar 
Midgets of P. J. Fallon and Brendan Lynch. Jim 
Walsh and Trevor Templeton were both credited 
with the same race time in the second FF heat, 
with the verdict in favour of Walsh in his Royale 
RP21 from Templeton’s Crosslé 30F. Bernard 
Devaney was third in his Hawke DL15, one 
second in front of Brian Lennox in a DL11. 

The Countdown Cards special saloon race 
featured the usual Escort-FVC dice between 


PONTYPOOL continued 


Marque sports time. The other two marque 


classes were amalgamated but produced two 
records. Paul Channon was visibly trying hard 
with the mighty AC Cobra (0.37s improvement), 
but there was nothing overtly dramatic about the 
excellent performance from Carol Lloyd in the 
BWRDC-entered MG Midget. She broke the class 
record on both runs and qualified for the Top Ten 
runs. 

After this spate of record breaking came the 
biggest upset of the meeting. Russ Ward was as 
spectacular as ever, but the John Brown Motors 
Sprite was hanging out its tail to the point of 
losing a little time and Russ was beaten by the 
very rapid fuel-injected Clan Crusader of 
Guernseyman Maurice Ogier. 

Pontypool is not Jeremy Hunt’s favourite hill — 
“anyway it’s Tony’s turn to win’ — and it was a 
bang on-form Tony Boshier-Jones who broke his 
own Clubman’s record by the most, but with 
fellow U2 drivers Hunt (who also broke the old 
record) and Brian Moyse in hot pursuit. Among 
the small sports racers Richard (ex-Cramer 
U2-BL Mk11B) managed to beat John but not 
Brian Wilson in the class record-holding ex- 
Morris Mk11B with Wellingtons of Cardiff- 
prepared Ford Crossflow engine. It was no 

rise to see John Pascoe win with the 
Datamatic U2 t/c but it was only on the second 
runs that he was able to snatch the place from co- 
driver Tony Westwood. . 

It was Sandy Hutcheon’s turn to lead the horde 
of small single-seaters in the trim Barber Watts 
Ginetta G17 from John Frampton’s homely- 
looking BL-engined JDS Sphinx and Andrew 
Squires’ screaming blown Brabham BT28 BDA. 
Most hill climb classes quickly take on a pattern 
for the year but the very varied machinery in this 
class seems to be well shuffled at each meeting. 
Competition was intense too in the 1600cc racing 
category with Rob Turnbull’s_ formidable 
Brabham-BDA BT35 beaten down to fourth 
place. The man who came out on top after two im- 
pressively smooth climbs was one-time Mini and 
Anglia racer Ted Williams in the ex-Franklin 
Ensign. It was a good day for Mo Nunn’s 
products for the similar but FV A-engined models 
of David Way and John Barratt filled the minor 


places. After the class runs Roy Lane had just 


cea 


David Kennedy hangs-on ahead of Daly’s wheel-lifting Hawke during the first Formula Ford heat. 


Rosemary Smith and Mattie McNamara. The 


latter led for eight laps but sharp ears detected a 
wrong note as the normally crisp engine lost its 


fine edge through a dud plug, and Rosemary was _ 


right there to take the lead and beat Mattie for 
the second time in a row. Freddie Heaney had a 
lonely race for third overall and the 1350cc class 
with his Taft-tuned Mini, which was miles quicker 
than Stee Griffin’s Smarties-Mini. Seamus 
O’Connor rolled his Mini in practice but after a 
big effort to get to the line, he retired at half dist- 
ance when holding down third in the class. 

Patsy McGarrity missed practise for the 
Concrete Pipes sponsored Formula Atlantic race, 
and had to start from the back of the seven-car 
grid, only to find that the clutch of his Chevron 
B29 had seized solid as the flag fell. Des Donnelly 
led off the line in Gerry Kinnane’s March 74B and 
the pattern was established with Donnelly leadin 
and closely chased by the Chevron pair of Hanis 
McGarrity and Derek Shortall, with David 
Kennedy in fourth spot with Pat'Woods’ Chevron 
B25. Tom O’Leary retired his Brabham BT40 and 


0.10s in hand over ADO, the latter 0.01s outside 
Chris Cramer’s record but Roy smoothly under it. 


David Franklin was a predictable third but the 
Wendy Wools March-BMW was being handled in 
a breathtakingly uninhibited manner. 

The Top Ten and Top Eight run-offs were full of 
incident — even without the canine population 
doing its bit to stir things up, not to mention their 
feckless owners. Te Tattam, Charles Barter, 
John Meredith, Tony Boshier-Jones and of course 
Roy Lane all reduced further their respective 
records, but Paul Channon abruptly departed the 
course at Pool Hairpin with water streaming from 
the Cobra, and after setting his best time yet 
Barter came to a dramatic but fortunately harm- 
less stop down the Esses escapé road when the 
throttle stuck. The Top Eight contenders were 
mostly improving their times, notably Richard 
Jones (Surtees-Hart TS10), while Franklin was 
getting hairier as well. Roy Lane really got into 
the groove and after a beautifully controlled 
27.62s record, and knowing that ADO hadn’t 
matched him on his final climb, he felt there was 
more to come — until the Esses where he shot 
onto the grass, broadsided and come within about 
three inches of stuffing his brand new nosecone! 


“CHRIS MASON 


BTD: Roy Lane (5.0 Fenny Marine-Chevrolet GM 1), 27.62s (new hill 
record). 


Class winners: Terry Tattam (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 34.19s (record. 
Reduced to 34.01s in Top Ten runs); Charles Barter (1.0 Hillman 
Imp), 32.95s (record. Reduced to 32.77s in Top Ten runs); John 
Meredith (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 31.82s (record. Reduced to 31.73s in 
Top Ten runs); Robin Yeomans (1.7 Austin og 33.26s (record); 
Stuart Watts (1.6 Lotus Elan), 32.04s (record); Paul Channon (4.7 
AC Cobra), 32.91s (record); Maurice Ogier ae Clan Crusader), 
32.69s; Tony Boshier-Jones (1.6 Mallock U2-IWR Mk11B/16), 
30.19s (record. Reduced to 31.18s in Top Ten runs); Brian Wilson 
(1.3 Mallock U2-Ford Mk11B), 30.79s; John Pascoe (1.6 Mallock U2- 
Ford Mk14 t/c), 31.59s; Sandy Hutcheon (1.0 Ginetta-lmp G17), 
EG oe Ted Williams (1.6 Ensign-Holbay BDA LNF3), 30.115; Lane, 

87s. 

Guyson/BARC FTD Awards top eight run-off: 1, Lane, 27.62s (new 
hill record); 2, Alister Douglas-Osborn (3.0 Pilbeam-Cosworth DFV 
R22), 27.90s; 3, David Franklin (2.0 March-BMW 742), 28.66s; 
4, Richard Jones (2.0 Surtees-Hart 420RTS10), 29.61s; 5, Williams, 
30.00s; 6, David Way (1.6 Ensign-FVA LNF3), 30.14s; 7, Boshier- 
Jones, 30.18s (record); 8, Jeremy Hunt (1.6 Mallock U2-Holbay 
Mk11/14), 30.81s. 

Guyson/BARC Championship positions after six rounds: 1, Ward, 
47 .94pts; 2, Meredith, 40.22; 3, Barter, 39.58; 5, Terry Clifford, 
35.98; 4, Boshier-Jones, 36.22: 6, Patrick Walker, 35.49. 

Guyson/BARC FTD Awards ater six rounds: 1, 


- Devaney ha 


Dermot McFeeley was not in contention with his 
March 73B. In front Harold McGarrity gave 
Donnelly no peace at all and brother Patsy was 
Serpe 8 ke a man possessed in his efforts to catch 
up with the front runners. On lap ten Donnelly 
stepped that vital fraction out of line at 
Duckhams and the closely following McGarrity 
took full advantage of his one opportunity to take 
the lead. The other McGarrity, who has won every 
Irish Atlantic race so far this season, was too far 
back to do anything about the front pair, but 
having easily disposed of Kennedy he displaced 
Shortall on the last lap. Harold went on to beat 
Donnelly by 0.6 seconds; and as Patsy missed a 
pee at Dunlop. Shortall made a big bid to get 
ack his third place, but failed by 0.2 seconds in a 
dramatic finish. ; 

Great action was promised in the Team P. R. 
Reilly sponsored FF Final, and sure enough this 
was another exciting race. David Kennedy was 
first into Shell and for six laps the Group Water- 
works Crosslé occupied the place of three cars at 
the same time as Kennedy tried everything in the 
book to keep Daly and Walsh at bay, and 
a difficult task in hand to pass 
Templeton who was really mixing it with the 
quick boys. Dave Griffin inverted his Lotus 69F 
at Dunlop and walked away from his second bi 
crash this year at Mondello; and down at She 
hairpin there was a big moment for Walsh as both 
he and Daly tried to take Kennedy on either side, 
with the result that Walsh was crowded onto the 
grass on the outside and fell back to sixth place. 
On the next lap Daly saw the gap he was waiting 
for and passed Kennedy at Duckhams, after 
which sanity descended on the race as drivers 
settled for the places they conned with the 
exception of Devaney whose efforts to pass 
Templeton finally paid off. Kennedy, who com- 
Rae of lack of power from his well-used 

inister engine, did not try and regain the lead 
and finally fell back to 1.8 seconds to Daly at the 
flag. There. was exactly a second separating 
Kennedy from Devaney, and aney from 
Templeton; John Bright got to within 0.8 seconds 
of Templeton, and Harry Acheson completed the 
‘first six, Walsh having an off at Esso and retiring. 

Jody Carr’s quick Group 1 Escort RS2000 
easily beat the showroom models in the Donnell 
Motors-sponsored prod. saloon race; Ray Moore's 
Mazda RX-3 and Russell Connell’s 3-htre Capri 
dead-heated for second, with Moore fractionally 
ahead to take the class; and in the absence of 
Larry Mooney’s Audi 80GT, Gerry McGarrity 
scored another class win in his Honda Civic. 


BRIAN FOLEY 


Modsports (10 laps): 1, Ed Mahon (MG Midget), 11m 29.2s; 2, P. J. 
Fallon (MG Midget), 11m 58.4s; 3, Brendan Lynch (MG Midget), 12m 
05.4s; 4, Brian Tuite (A/H Sprite), 12m 08.8s; 5, Dave Waters (A/H 
Sprite), 12m 30.2s; 6, Johnnie Flynn (MG Midget), 9 laps. 

Special saloons (10 laps): 1, Rosemary Smith (Ford Escort-FVC), 
10m 56s; 2, Mattie McNamara (Ford Escort-FVC), 10m 58s; 3, 
Freddie Heaney (Mini), 11m 04s; 4, Stee Griffin (Mini), 11m 24.2s; 5, 
Michael Dillon (Mini), 11m 26.4s; 6, Tom Mahon (Mini), 9 laps. Class 
winners: Smith, Heaney & Donal sacral tine), 9 laps. 

Formula Atlantic (15 laps): 1, Harold McGarrity (Chevron B25), 
14m 22.4s; 2, Des Donnelly (March 74B), 14m 23s; 3, Patsy 
McGarrity (Chevron B29) 14m 24s; 4, Derek Shortall (Chevron 
B27), 14m 24.2s; 5, David Kennedy (Chevron B25), 14m 48s; 6, 
Dermot McFeeley (March 73B), 15m 15.8s. 

Formula Ford Final (15 laps): 1, Derek Daly (Hawke DL15), 16m 
02.2s; 2, David Kennedy (Crosslé 30F), 16m 04s; 4, Bern 
Devaney (Hawke DL15), 16m 05s; 4, Trevor Templeton (Crossié 
30F), 16m 06s; 5, John Bright ( Royale RP21), 16m 06.8s; 6, Harry 
Acheson (Crosslé 30F), 16m 11.2s. Heat winners: Kennedy & Jam 
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Escort 13m 24s_ 5. John Hynes (MW 3.0 i3m 


Special Saloons winner Doug Niven opens-out a 
lead from the Avenger and Escort of the 
Robinsons, Walter and Jimmy. 


KNOCKHILL 


The Niven way 


The meeting at Knockhill on Sunday last, 
although graced with overcast skies had its 
usual gale of wind which no doubt 
contributed to keeping the rain away. The 
Lothian Car Club laid on an expeditiously 
run seven event meeting which was 
completed promptly thanks to few 
incidents. Unfortunately grids were fairly 
sparse and in the absence of the faster 
machinery, many of the normal midfield 
drivers got a chance to spare the spoils. 
Dougal Niven dominated the special saloon 
final with his Escort, setting a class lap 
record, with Laurence Jacobsen annexing 
the smaller engined class with his Imp. 
Production saloons produced what was 
Be ebly the best race of the day, Ian 

ardner having his Toyota Celica docked 
ten seconds for persistent verge cutting in 
leading the event, dropping him to third 
place but having the consolation of jointly 
establishing a new class lap record with Nial 
Mulloy (Toyota Celica GT) and Andrew 
Small (Ford Capri). George Franchitti urged 
his Hawke DLI5 to win the Formula Ford 
event, while Bob Rollo made no mistakes in 
his runaway victory in the joint mod-sports , 
& Libre race, with his Lotus 69. 

A very hectic production saloon race opened the 
proceedings, with Ian Gardner being harried 
throughout by the similar car of Nial Mulloy 
{Toyota Celica). The two Celicas were shadowed 
by the 3 litre Capri of Andrew Small in a secure 
third place as the field split up into innumerable 
private battles. All the time Jeffrey was nibbling 
away at cars ahead in his Sprint (after a first la 
fracas) as he strove to make amends. Then Bi 
Struth hauled his Vauxhall Magnum through to 
join the fourth place dispute eventually to take 
fifth behind Jeffrey. 

The small grid of Formula Ford’s was led by the 
Crosslé 25F of Peter Morrison but he was soon 
overwhelmed first by George Franchitti (Hawke 
DL15) who pulled away to command the 12 laps 
from George Mundell (Royale 18A), as Bryan 
Gowans pushed his Hawke DL12 into third place, 
leaving Morrison well ahead of the Crosslé 25 of 
John McGilvray. 

A dozen small saloons took the flag with 
Laurence Jacobsen decisively inserting his 
Cuthbertson’s Dairies Imp ahead of the AGRA 
Imp of John Fyda who promptly disappeared 
from the battle, leaving the Mini of Bruce McLeod 
to be overhauled by the AGRA version of Angus 
Young. But then, Ian Forrest smarting from a 
lowly sixth place took up the cudgels in the 
Drambuie Imp and by lap four was in second spot 
but a long way behind the flying Jacobsen. 

The large engined saloons were led off initially 
by Colin Simpson but his Escort was 
overwhelmed in the rush to the first corner by the 
2.3 Avenger of Jimmy Robertson who in turn was 
downgraded by Doug Niven on the next lap — the 
Border Reivers Escort pulling away to command 
the race. Robertson was being reeled in by the 
Sportstune Escort, ably driven by Walter of the 
same ilk, who had been worried about the 
prospects of his chitch lasting the race, but he 
needn't have bothered as he successfully caught 
the Avenger virtually on the line. 

motley collection of machinery made up the 
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grid for the 15 lap Libreand Modsports racefrom 
which Bob Rollo forced his Lotus 69 away from 


Donald Hall (Gryphon C74) and Graham 


Hamilton, making an appearance in the ageing 
Elden 10A now in Newbridge Recovery colours. 
A relay race for three teams of three production 


Production Saloons (12 laps): 1, Nial mpliny or oyota Celica GT), 
14m 30.4s, 63.84mph; 2, Andrew Small (Ford Capri); 3, lan Gardner 
oyota Celica); 4, Andrew eb (Triumph Dolomite Sprint). 
astest lap: Gardner; Mulloy; Small, 1m 11.2s, 65.17mph. (new 
class lap record). Fastest lap up to £2000; Chris Jones (Mazda RX3), 
1m 13.4s, 63.22mph (new class lap record). 
Formula Ford (12 laps): 1, George Franchitti (Hawke DL15), 12m 
38.2s, 73.44mph; 2, George Mundell (Royale RP 18A); 3, Bryan 


.Gowans (Hawke DL12 Scholar); 4, Peter Morrison (Crosslé 25F 


Ashe Fastest lap: Mundell, 1m 01.6s, 75.33mph (new class lap 
record). 
Special saloons, up to 1000cc{12 laps); 1, Laurence Jacobsen (998 
Hillman Imp), 13m 31.2s; 2, lan Forrest (Drambuie Imp); 3, Angus 
Young (Agra-Mini); 4, Eric Paterson (999 Colvend Mini). Fastest lap: 
L. Jacobsen, 1m 05.2s, 71.17mph. 

Special Saloons (1001-1300cc, 1301 and over) (12 laps): 1, Dougal 


LYDDEN 


Tight time 


Roy Lewington was the undoubted star of 
the day at the nine-race meeting at Lydden 
on Sunday, Sadly, few spectators saw him 
blow off many more sophisticated and 
expensive machines in the F'4 championship 
round, but that’s what he did. The day was 
somewhat delayed by a number of accidents, 
which meant that the efficient 750 MC 
nearly over ran the six o’clock time limit; the 
Libre race was cut to ten laps, and the 
organising club just made it. 

Tony Halliwell and Paul Sleeman had a 
disagreement about lines at the start of the 
Marchant & Cox Formula Ford qualifying round, 
but poetic justice ruled and it was Sleeman who 
spun, while Halliwell went on to win as he pleased. 
Dice of the day was for second as Kees van der 
Grint fought to get on terms with Tony Howard’s 
Crosslé 25F just in front, van der Grint taking a 
lap record on his way to being fractionally beaten. 
Sleeman recovered to take fifth behind Peter 
Uraldno’s Dastle. Caste 

After someconfusion, thet wo fields of 750s were 
combined, the fastest seven of each heat in 
practice racnmg against one another. The others 
raced in their own lower ponngeccnns event 
later. Chris Hague quickly laid claim to full points 
in the main race, leading all the way from John 
Giles’s JGS5B. Roland Nix was in third place 
early on, but got it be Ne cold tyres at Devil’s 
Elbow and shunted the bank, so Bob Simpson, 
Richard Tyzack, Lyn Evans and Richard Stevens 
fought it out for third, with Simpson leading 
home Evans, Tyzack and Stevens. 

Devil’s Elbow claimed three cars during the 
eventful Leyland 1000 championship round, in 
which Ian Briggs just powered away for a flag-to- 
flag win. Phil Spurling’s Oselli example wasn’t far 
behind but it was the next pair, Geoff Robson and 
Mike Curnow, who provided the dice of the race, 
battling away on three wheels; but neither of 
them finished third. Robson retired and Curnow 
had problems and dropped back, which let in Tom 
Hurn and Roy Kwei into third and fourth 
respectively. 

The fastest 14 again came out of two practice 
heats for the F1300 championship round, and Bob 
Davis spent most of the laps trying to get past 
John Allan’s self-built car. Davis tried time and 
again, but desperation finally drove him into the 
side of the an, retiring Davis and delaying 
Allan sufficiently for Phil Lloyd’s Nomad and Jim 
Ravenscroft’s Messer 2A to nip ahead for first 
and second. Chris Kite got his car very sideways 
to finish fourth. 

Roy i n’s fine drive in the F4 event 

the rest, for # was all rather 


© cal. a 
Sprint) and Roy Knowles (Mexico), gettimg the 
biggest bottles of Bell's whisky as the first 
members of the other teams at to cut 
Gardner’s lead by short-cicruiting across the 
rally-cross track to no avail. 

The 12 lap Special saloon final saw Doug Niven 
firmly in charge despite a momentary spell in 
front by Walter Robertson (Escort) who was 
outdragged on either side by Niven and the 
Jimmy Robertson piloted Avenger. The trio 
pulled away from the Imp of Laurence Jacobsen 
who led the up to 1000cc class and was soon to be 
passed by Jim Dryden who really had switched on 
as he charged his Longman Mini through the 
swerves often on three wheels. Up front, the 
Robertson’s challenged one another, Jimmy 


retiring at McIntyre corner, and leaving Niven to 


notch a flying victory and a new class lap record, 
exactly one second faster than his previous time, 
established with his Capri last season. 


BILL HENDERSON 


Niven (1970 Ford Escort FVC), 12m 43.0s, 61.8mph; 2, Walter 
Robertson ee Ford Escort); 3, Jimmy Robertson (2300 Avenger 
pots) ‘. olin Simpson (1850 Ford Escort). Fastest lap: Niven 

.O9mph. 

Libre and Modsports (15 laps); 1, Bob Rollo (Lotus 69) 14m 30.4s, 
79.97mph; 2, Donald Hall (Gryphon C74); 3, Reg Forrester-Smith 
1600 Marquess Magnum), 4, Graham Hamilton (1600 Elden 10A). 

astest lap: Rollo, 56.8s, 81.70mph. Modsports up to 1300cc: John 
Kirk (Daurian) 61.4s, 75.58mph. Modsports over 1301cc: Forrester- 
Smith, 59.8s, 77.6O0mph. 

Special saloons (final) 12 laps: 1, Douglas Niven (Ford Escort FVC), 
12m 22.4s, 75.00mph; 2, Walter Robertson (Ford Escort); 3, Jim 
Dryden ve Longman pee 4, Laurence Jacobsen (Hillman Imp). 
Fastest lap: Niven, 1m 00.4s, 76.83mph (new class lap record). 
1001-1300cc; Dryden, 1m 03.6s, 72.96mph. Up to 1000cc; 
Jacobsen, 1m 05.4s, 70.95mph. f 


mundane behind. John  Brown’s Delta 
disappeared from second into the bushes at North 
bend on the first lap, which let Bob Laughton take 
the place in front of Dave Griffiths’s GRD, which 
in turn was 5s in front of John Waldron’s Delta. 

The 750 consolation event, in which everyone 
would score minimal points, was a surprise in that 
Richare Owen, a practice invalid normally found 
in the ape echelons of the formula, did not run 
away with this 12-lapper, for Bob Wright led for 
ten laps, Owen just taking it at the end when 
Wright got sideways trying to fend off the 
challenge. Simon Fry and Barry Miller had their 
own little dice for third and fourth respectively. 

The historic aspect of the meeting was provided 
by the Formula Junior field. George Dudley led 
from start to finish and won by 23s; second and 
third were Arthur Curnow’s Cooper and the 
similar car of Norman Greenhalgh. : 

The “slow’’ F1300 race had Keith Messer 
leading from start to finish, but behind him John 
Harrison and John Law battled for second, 
Harrison taking it in his U2, while John Sutton 
and John Blundell, also in U2s, battled well to 
take fourth and fifth respectively. 

Roger Hurst led the final, shortened, Libre race 
from start to finish, but Bob Laughton looked to 
be challenging Hurst’s 2-litre D in his F4 
Tecno in the closing stages. It was then that a 
coming-together looked as though it might spoil 
the meeting, for Dave Griffiths’s GRD came into 
contact with Arthur Curnow’s FJ Cooper out of 
Chessons and both smote the bank hard. An 
unfortunate end to an other wise enjoyable 


ting. 
Soe TONY TOBIAS 


Marchant and Cox Formula Ford championship round (12 laps): 
1, Tony Halliwell (Merlyn Mk11A); 2, Tony Howard (Crosslé_25F); 
3, Kees van der Grint (Palliser WDF2); 4, Peter Orlando (Dastle 
11/16); 5, Paul Sleeman (Merlyn/ASD ee 6, David Wigdor 
(Image Mk11). Fastest lap: van der Grint, 46.6s, 77.25mph. 

750f championship round (t2 gi 1,. Chris Hague Wee 
rib ee 2, John Giles JGS 5B); 3, Bob Simpson (Reliant Special); 
4, Lyn Evans (Centaur); 5, Richard Tyzack (DNC Mk3A); 6, Richard 
Stevens (Jerric uEAey astest lap: Hague, 49.4s, 72.87mph. . 

Leyland Mini Challenge 1000 (12 laps):_1, lan Briggs; 2, Phil 
Spurling; 3, Tom Hurn; 4, Roy Kwei; 5, Eric Groves; 6, Bryan 
Dogar: Fortes, lap: Briggs, Geoff Robson and Eric Groves, 50.4s, 
71.43mph. 

Formula 1300 National championship round (12 laps): 1, Phil Lloyd 
Nomad Mk2); 2, Jim Ravenscroft (Messer 2A 3, John Allan Ar 

ea 4, Chris Kite (Marjo Kite); 5, Peter Skellern_(Mallock U2 
Mk6B/8); 6, Martyn Lane Cpooly. Fastest lap: Bob Davis (Davis), 
John Allan and Lioyd, 46.4s, 77.5 ph 

Formula 4 National championship round (12 le 1, Roy 
Lewington (Brabham Bree) 2, Bob Pee na (Techno 764); 3, Dave 
Griffiths (GRD 372); 4, John Waldron (Delta IRF4), 5, Bruce West 
(GRD 373), 6, Lew Wright (March 713M). Fastest lap: Lewington, 
45.6s, 78.95mph. 

750F consolation race (12 laps): 1, Richard Owen (Arcos 6C); 
2, Bob Wright (Centaur); 3, Simon Fry (FF1 Mk1); 4, Barry Miller 
(Jaybird). Fastest lap: Owen, 51.2s, 70.59mph. 

Monoposto Formula Junior championship round (12 nee 
1, George Dudley (Lotus 22); 2, Arthur Curnow (Cooper Type 56); 
3, Norman Greenhalgh (Cooper FJ); 4, Frank Tiedeman (Lotus 22), 
5, Al Black (Lotus 18); 6, John Longhurst (Lotus 18). Fastest lap: 
Dudley, 49.6s, 72.58mph. 

F1300 consolation (12 laps): 1, Keith Messer (Messer 2A), 2, John 
Harrison (Mallock U2 Mk11 i 3, John Law (Mailock U2 Mk11B), 
4, John Blundell (Mallock U2 Mk8/11). Fastest lap: Messer and 
Blundell, 49s, 73.4 ast ee 

Formula Libre (10 laps): 1, Roger Hurst (2.0 GRD 375), 2, Bob 


Laughton (Tecno 764); 3, Tony Howard (Crossié 25F); 4, David 
Wigdor (image Mk11): 5, Paul Sleeman (Merlyn/ASO Mk11Ay; 
SASe Mor, Sewer. 2) Fated lee be 45.45, 

53 
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edited by Boab Comstancuros 


Aintree Formula Ford 
Festival goes ahead 


lan Smith’s plans for a Formula 
Ford Festival at Aintree during 
August have received two boosts. 
Firstly, he’s found a sponsor in the 
form of J. and P. Polymers, Janet 
McPherson’s sponsors who'll be 
putting up around £500 prize money 
with over £100 for the winner. 
Secondly, he’s found a date in 
August 21 when there are no major 
Formula Ford events in the country 
which might attract drivers. Thus 
regs will be available for this major 
meeting at the former GP circuit 
shortly from Smith himself. Any 


Dave Harris — Lotus run 


Render’s record 
challenge 


Despite melting tar — it affected 
the chicane in particular — David 
Render managed to get within half a 
second of the record when he took 
BTD at the rather poorly supported 
Shenstone Club’s sprint at Cur- 
borough last Sunday. He got his 
Lotus 76 round in 31.65s to beat 
John Ravenscroft for the first time 
m his Token F1 car. A challenge 
from Dave Harris came to nought 
when his rear suspension began to 
pee during practice but he had a 
single run in Render’s new machine 
and did 33.57s which was good 
enough for fourth place. 

As usual one of the closest classes 
was for the modified Minis to one 
litre with Jeff Hobson teenie ne 
class from Will Hollins with Dave 
Pattison a fraction away in third. 
Alan Wood (Elan) and Cyril Baxter 
(Marcus) also duelled in the sun, the 
verdict giong to the Lotus exponent 
but only by the narrowest of 
margins. 

BTD: D. Render (Lotus 76), 31.65s. 

Class winners: C. Milner (3.0 Capri), 41.96s; R. 
Dedkins ee cre ols ), 41.39s; S Courts (RS1600), 
£930s; J. Hobson (Mini), 40.95s; A. Hunt (Mini), 
#9 39s; H. Shepherd (Jaguar E), 39.68s; A. Wood 
Eten), 35.77s; A. Hinds ae U2), 34.96s; J. 
Pevenscroft (F1 Token), 32.15s. 


Up the 
bracket 


Bracket racing has already arrived 
im this country for cars in drag rac- 
ing. and now the Blackbushe 

jonship has sponsorship in the 
form of Kelly-Springfield, the tyre 
company. Bracket racing is formed 
with intention of close racing and 
that’s just what the tyre company 
Wants to see. 


£L570SP ORT LUE 77.1876 


drivers wishing them may ring him 
from next weekend onwards on 
09285 68692 or write to the Clough, 
Halton Brown, Runcorn, Cheshire. 

Smith expects there to be four 
heats, a consolation final and the 
main final, while supporting races 
should include one for Libre/Club- 
mans, apeesel saloons, modsports 
and 750F. 

Regs are also currently available 
from the same source for the first 
meeting of 1976 at Aintree on July 3, 
but again, not until this Sunday as 
Smith is away until then. 


Seven finals on the trot! That’s the excellent record set by Derek Warwick at 


the moment, for he picked up a brace more at Snetterton (above) last week-end 


when he took both the RA 


and DJM events. This weekend, he goes off to 


Austria to try and build up his points tally in the European Formula Ford 


Championship. 


Escorts steal excitement 
as Trueman beats Keen 


The two Escort classes stole the 
limelight for excitement at an extre- 
mely dusty Rugby autocross at 
Braunston, near Rugby, last Sun- 
day, the event carrymg sponsorship 
from the Blue Boar motorway cater- 
ing people. 

Clive Trueman beat Dick Keen by 
half a second in the up to 1300cc 
class while London based Cypriot 
Dimi Mavropoulos beat Pete Robert- 
son by seven tenths — and then com- 
plained the motor was misbehaving 
and left early to call at the tuners on 
the way home. 

The rear engined class came to life 
with the re-appearance of Brian Bet- 
teridge to challenge Terry Westley, 
both in VWs. In the initial foray 
Betteridge emerged the winner but 


Thackray’s 
last ride 


Brian Thackray, the 36-year-old 
Reading company director who 
turned from amateur horse racin 

after many good rides with Fr 

Rimell’s stable to motor racing with 
a Ford Escort, is to hang up his 
helmet. Last year, with a 1.8 Escort, 
he gained a couple of wins but has 
found a further interest which he 
says is just as rewarding as setting 
off for Brands or wherever on 
Sunday mornings for scrutineering. 


Aintree appeal 


As work is progressing well at the 
circuit and it looks as though they ll 
soon have their track licence, 
Aintree are requesting all marshals 
who wish to officiate at the circuit 
this year to contact chief marshal F. 

Myerscough, 53 Nook Rise, 
Liverpool 15, tel 051-722 8726. Dates 
of prospective meetings are July 3, 
July 24, August 21, August Bank 
Holiday and September 25. 


@ Saab driver John Wood broke an 
arm after hig car went off into a ditch 
on the Lindholme MSC Charles- 
worth Impel 76 Rally last Saturday. 
The accident occurred on the fourth 
stage and the car was badly dam- 
aged. Co-driver Chris Harpin came 
out undamaged and W. was not 
detained very long in hospital. 


Westley hit back to snatch the class 
by two tenths on a later run. 

A surge of late applications for 
entries — there were over 70 starters 
— produced some 20 rally cars and 
although the club had not included a 
class as such, they gave cash 
awards. First prize had to be split as 
Pat Batten in his Rallye Imp and C 
Barney in an Escort tied. 

BTD went to John Mackky’s 
Grotbox while S Brook took the spe- 
cial class and was most pleased as it 
was the first time his machinery had 
completed an event this season. 


BTD: J Mackley (Grotbox), 1m 9.4s. 

Class winners: P Wilson (Mini), lm 14.5s; C 
Trueman (Escort), 1m 15.2s; T Westley (VW), 1m 
12.5s; P Sanders (Mini), 1m 16.1s; D Mayropoulos 
Geca 1m 14.0s; D Humphreys sede 13.2s; 

eh tags 6), 1m 22.4s; P Batten (Rallye Imp), 
imi9.1s. ~ 


Juliette Slaughter a little help for 
her friend 


Team’s 
tactical 
advantage 


John Brindley’s good fortune in com- 
ing second overall in the Britax 
round at Snetterton on Sunday was 
partially due to the fact that, half- 
bed round the last lap, he found him- 
self about to lap his girlfriend 
Juliette Slaughter. 

The delectable Juliette was having 
a run in Bill Sydenham’s Gl 
Avenger so as to learn her way 
around the track in preparation for a 
future ShellSport Escort event. 
Knowing John well, she left a gap 
which she knew he would go for, 
whereas Brian Pepper, with whom 
Brindley was dicing, might not; and 
sure enough, that’s what happened. 


‘Mexico, 


Inherited 
victory 


Richard Jackson and Stephen Lloyd 
from the Trackrod club took home 
the lion’s share of the £260 prize 
money at the end of last Saturday’s 
Charlesworth Impel 76 Stages Rally 
run by Lindholme MSC. From a field 
of 100 competitors they inherited the 
lead immediately after halfway and 
went on to record a narrow victory in 
their Porsche Carrera. 

Eighteen stages were used on the 
event which was held in and around 
the Doncaster district and four of 
these were disused airfields. The 
field of 100 were led at half time by 


.Paul and Tem Bramford in their RS 


2000 but after establishing a com- 
fortable lead they ran into trouble on 
the first stage of the second half and 
after taking some 40 minutes to 
trace an HT lead fauk they retired. 

Second place went to Guy Lock- 
wood and Eddie Ganderton in their 
Escort TC on 2634 penalties, com- 
fortably ahead of Vincent Girardier 
and his brother Marcel in an Ascona 
who totalled 2696 penalties. The 
next three places in a total of 69 fini- 
shers went to Escorts with the RS 
2000 version of Graham Lepley and 
Don Corbett finishing very close to 
Girardier being only seven penalties 
adrift. Fifth were Bill Smith and 
Stuart rig (RS 1800), exactly 100 
penalties down on Smith and Stuart 
and John Fenwick completed the 
leaderboard in their RS 1800 on 2809 
penalties. 

Other class winners were Alan 
Powell and. Ron Mackinson in a 
Bill Garton/Don George 
(Cooper S) and E Caine/Stephen 
Johnson (Cooper). 


Two for Dixon 
so Webb wins 


A double mistake on an early post 
lunch test cost Cecil Dixon the 
chance of winning last Sunday’s 
autotest run by Birmingham Univer- 
sity MC on the University’s West 
Car Park. He clobbered a bollard and 
then stalled the VW and this let in 
Ray Webb to clinch the event in his 
Sprite with a total of 429.5s for the 
11 tests. 

Other class winners were: Dixon 
(VW), 449.2s; Keith Northall in his. 
Sprite on 453.3s, Roger Atkinson 
(Sprite), on 441.2s and Richard 
Egger (Escort Sport), 549.6s. 
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John Waterman — unhurt. 


Hollis keeps 
points after 
incident 


After a serious accident at Brands 
Hatch, where John Waterman’s 
Mexico was a complete write-off 
ne contact with Graham 
-Hollis’s Escort Sport, the latter was 
fined £20, but his second place 
stands; so decided the stewards of 
the meeting. Hollis now moves even 
further ahead in the Debenhams 
championship. 

Waterman is said to have been 
very disappointed at the outcome of 
the inquiry, but it is thought that 
Debenhams may, on his behalf, 
arrange for him to have a drive in 
future rounds (he still lies second in 
the championship). The Comlec Ltd 
team of Basil Wainwright have 
sportingly offered a bodyshell to 

aterman, while the man himself 
would like to thank the marshals, 
officials and competitors for their 
help in sorting out the mess after- 
wards. 


Smith engines 
still ruled out 


A steward’s meeting held to discuss 
the recent exclusion of John Bright 
and Bernard Devaney from the 
Brush Fusegear Formula Ford 
championship round at Silverstone 
on ay 31 confirmed the seru- 
tineer’s decision that the inlet mani- 
fold on both drivers’ cars were found 
to have internal surface finishing. 
Now Bright and Devaney have 
appealed and this has been referred 
to the RAC. A further statement will 
be issued following the RAC’s appeal 
meeting. . 


Lack of entries 
in Wales 


Lack of entries caused Welsh 
Counties CC to cancel their round of 
the BTRDA Autocross Champion- 
ip last weekend. 
ere are no plans as yet to replace 
the event. In the previous two years 
the club received much adverse com- 
ment about the roughness of the 
‘courses used and despite assurances 
that the matter had been rectified 
this year, less than 50 entries had 
been received when the decision to 
cancel was taken. 


Herts Count 


round of the RAC Sprint Champion- 
ship, due to have taken place at 
Duxford on Sunday. 


mission for t 


taken place beforehand”’. 

While complaining about the petti- 
ness of the excuse for refusing per- 
mission, what made club officials 
really hot under the collar was the 
fact that the authority had taken so 


Divina Galica was a busy girl at 
Brands Hatch. She was entered in 
the MCD Single Seater round in the 
Elden-Nelson Mk18 where _ she 
finished ninth a lap down on the 
leaders. It was an uneventful race for 
Divina. She followed this with her 
first sports car race. She was entered 
in the Clubmans race in a Team Cam- 
borough Mallock U2 normally driven 
by Creighton Brown. This race was 
far from uneventful for Divina. 
Having qualified in a creditable 
middle of the grid position, she found 
that she was having difficulty in 
keeping the car in first gear. That 
was a blessing in disguise. She made 
a bad start and watched a coming to- 
peek of Richard Groombridge’s 

ustler and Alan White’s U2. Had 
she made a good start she almost 
certainly would have been making 
bodily contact with the afore- 
mentioned gentlemen. She found the 
Mallock to be very forgiving and fun 
to drive and towards the end of the 
race the engine suddenly died 


AC officials were 
“hopping mad” last Saturday when 
they were forced to cancel their 


AF 


Reason the club had to abandon . 
the event was the receipt of a letter 
that morning from the Cambridge-- 
shire ny Council refusing per- 

e event on the ‘grounds 
that insufficient consultations had 


again 


long to reply to the club’s applic- 
ation. 

“We wrote to them in the middle of 
May seeking permission and then we 
get this letter the day before the 
event’, said a club spokesman. 

With some 80 entries, including at 
least 20 RAC Sprint contenders, the 
club decided after a lengthy meeting 
to cancel the event and protest in the 
strongest possible terms to the local 
authority and endeavour to seek 
some sort of redress. 

In the meantime the club is going 
to examine the possibility of using 
another RAF base for the event, al- 
ways provided a date can be fitted 
into the calendar. 


coming out of Clark Curve. The car 
coasted along Brabham straight and 
rolled to a halt. The plucky Divina 
jumped out and proceeded to push 
the car past the man with the flag. 
Unfortunately, she was classified as 
a non-finisher because the judges 
ruled that the car had crossed the 
actual finishing line before the flag 
had come out — and the 90% finish- 
ing rule did not apply because the 
event was not long enough. 


Divina was undaunted because she 
now had other things to think about; 


she was entered in the next race ina | 


ShellSport Mexico. This was a 
hastily arranged deal which Divina 
did not know about until she arrived 
at the circuit. Pete King, driver of 
the Ronnie Scotts Club Mexico lent 
her the regulation wheels and tyres 
and they were hastily fitted to one of 
the ShellSport Escorts “which just 
happened to be lying around’. She 
finished ninth again and thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience. 


Advantage to Skilton 


Round one of the Tor Line Funny 
Car Championship was held at 
Blackbushe Airport over the week- 
end. Promoted by European Drag- 
ways and organized by the Surrey 
Branch of the BARC, Sunday’s 
. qualifying and eliminations were held 
in georgeous weather specially laid 
on for the Swedish and Norweigen 
competitors and spectators who 
made the trip. Defending funny car 
champion Dennis Priddle was up 
against some tough competition 
from Clive Skilton’s new 474cuin 
Donovan powered Monza/Cavalier 
sponsored by Vauxhall and Castrol. 
is machine was especially pre- 
ared by Kosty Ivanoff in the States 
or Clive and is based on the famous 
“Boston Shaker”’ funny car. 

Competition from Scandinavia 
was in the hands of John Andersson 
with the 454cuin Cherry powered, 
“Jungle Jim” Liberman constructed, 
Opel Manta and Jan Carlssons 
427cu in Cherry “Fever’”’. 

Priddle was first qualifier with a 
fine 7.8s/202mph and faced third 
qualifier Andersson who had run an 
8.65s/179mph. Both left the line 
together but Dennis’s Avenger 
really hooked up to the surface to 
record 7.78s/204mph with a loose out 
-time for Andersson of 8.85s/172mph. 

Skilton’s new, and as yet un- 
finished “Flopper”, gave a tremen- 
dous tyre shaking and vibrating 
burnout against Jan Carlson, who 
promptly lost fire after his smok 
run. Clive rushed to a Hs ge 
win making it an all British final. 


the run off for third place between 
the two Swedes, Andersson’s 
8.22/185 gave him the points when 
the “Fever” funny car left late 
recording 11.82/180 in the process. 
Pro Stock saw Whiffy Smith’s 
Nova dispose of the “Money 
Hun: 
while “Big John’ Ledster put paid 
to the chances of Ted Gilbert in the 
“Amber Gambler”. In the final the 


. “Insurance in Promotion’’ Chevvy of. 


Smith pulled past the Mustang of 
Ledster with a strong top-end charge 
of 11.25/127, in spite of “Big John’s” 
hole shot 12.93srun. 

There being no Top Fuel rails 
present, the appearance of “‘conven- 
tional” dragsters was confined to the 
Pro Comp classes. Here, the 
“Ratcatcher” of Pat Cuss_ lost 
10.06/91 to Norway’s Fred Larsen, 
when the “Sundance Kid” ran 


'9.27/109. Jim Rowat’s rear engined 


rail had a bye run when the old 
“‘Nitromania”’ (now called 
“Sunburst”) of Barrie Young lost 
fire on the line. Number one qualifier 
Mick Hall in “Shutdown”, should 
have faced Geoff Hauser in Jim 
Read’s ‘Le Patron”. However, on his 
qualifying run Geoff felt a half shaft 
break. On a previous run, engine 
builder Geoff had recorded 8.52/170, 
when a rocker cover gasket blew and 
the resulting oil spray caused a lack 
of forward vision when his goggles 
got oiled up. It wasn’t his weekend, 
so Mike Hall ran a bye and fine it 
was too — 7.99/183mph. 

In the semis, “Shutdown” did just 


” Chevvy of Tony Dickson, - 


Council blamed by Herts AC Hill thrashes 


more powerfu 
machinery 


As part of their silver jubilee celebr, 
tions, Sussex CC ran a sprint ov 
the full Goodwood course la: 
Sunday and were rewarded with fim 
weather and 94 competitors. Fastes 
of these with a time of 1m 28s on hi 
second run was Chris Hill from Her 
ford in his Mallock U2 which has 
1.8 BDA unit. 

In the majority of the 17 classe: 
the winners had clear margins bu 
there were two or three exception: 
Wally Pratt had his work cut out,t 
keep his Fiat Abarth ahead of Ke 
Banks’ Imp which he did to the tun 
of 0.7s. Chris Thomas had an eve 
closer call against Laurie Marriot 
taking his Cooper to a class win b 
0.4s, and in the sports racing clas 
ae to 1600cc, John Canning’ 

allock U2 was only just a secon 
ahead of the interesting Dullock o 
Tim Moores. Three large capacit: 
single seaters competed, two o 
which were ex-works F1 cars, bu 
they were never driven to thei 
potential. 

BTD: C Hill (Mallock U2), 1m 28s. 

Class winners: W Pratt (Fiat Abarth), 2m 3.4s; ¢ 
Pletherick (Cooper), 2m 8.8s; C Thomas (Coope 
S), 1m 55s; B Gordon (BMW 2002 turbo), im 52.1s 
C Smith (3.0 Capri), 1m 50.8s; A Abrams (Mini 
2m 2.7s; D Grinyer (Imp), 1m 56.3s; P Nardizi 
(Cooper), 1m 43.9s; R Funnell (Escort), 1m 41.6s; 
Pickering (Ginetta), 1m 56.7s; J Wellard (Elan 
im 51.4s; B Linwood (TVR Tuscan), 1m 48.85; | 
Burnham (Mini Jem), 1m 47.9s; Gates (TVI 
Tuscan), Im 39.5s; J Canning (Mallock U2), 1n 
38s; J Lewis (Lotus 7), 1m 38.4s. 

@ Any residents of Bognor Regis 
Sussex, or thereabouts, who wish t« 

o rallying may well like to join thi 

ognor Regis Motor Club who ar 
holding classes to enable complet 
beginners to learn a bit about rally 
navigation, map reading etc. Furthe 
details from Don Adams on Bogno! 
27695 evenings or 3886, daytime. 


that with an 8.05/183 to Rowat’s 
9.07, and again to the “Sundance 
Kid’’, 8.05/183 to a lose-out 9.75, of 
the final, money run. 

The final of ‘‘Bracket 1’ (Comr 
Altereds and Senior Dragsters) was 
a win for Russ Carpenter in his 
“Trouble & Strife’’ Daimler-engined 
rail with a 9.28/150 against Grante 
Eriksson’s 426cu in Chrysler 
powered Jeep when the latter red lit 
away his 10.3/100 run. 

In the funny car final, the old 
adversaries live and Dennis, 
demonstrated super, smokey burn: 
outs for the crowd. It could almost 
be said that Clive was ron 
against himself as Priddle’s car ha 
a Skilton crankshaft fitted on loan 
Clive’s ‘‘Cavalier” had lane choice by 
virtue of a faster eliminator time and 
that left the Avenger of Priddle in 
the oiled up lane. On the green, both 


““Floppers” left together and both 


smoked the tyres for the first 200 
feet, but the better traction in the pit 
lane enabled Skilton to record 
8.02/194 to Priddle’s ‘“‘up in smoke” 
8.40/180, giving Clive the points lead 
in the 3 race series. 

All in all, not a bad day, although 
it is felt that better organization an 
a better PA system would have made 
it even more enjoyable. 


@ SUNBAC are rye out a new 

2000 yard course at Wellesbourne 

for their June 26 sprint at the course, 

for which regs are now available. 

They’re also available for the July 11 
rint at Curboro: Inquiries to R. 
vid Baxter, 5 


SER Saas UE 


BRANDS HATCH 


Purley defends his 
ShellSport 5000 lead 


The main event of the weekend is the 
sixth round of the ShellSport 5000 
Championship, the feature race at 
the BARC’s Brands Hatch meeting. 
David Purley in the Lec Chevron V6, 
so convincingly the winner of round 
5 at Thruxton recently, will defend 
his narrow points lead from Damien 
Magee in the similarly-powered 
Hexagon March 751. 


There are several newcomers to 
the series, and among the pukka 
Formula 1 cars will be the Ensign 
N174 which Guy Edwards will drive 
under the Ultramar banner, and not 
one but two Team PR Reilly 
Shadows, to be handled by Mike 
Wilds and Lella Lombardi. Lella will 
face unladylike opposition from 
rising star Divina Galica in the Shell- 
Sport Surtees with which she caused 
a stir at Thruxton. Brian Maguire 
will run the Williams FW04 and 
Emilio Villota the Lyncar. 


Another new element will be 


Inte 


rors by the pair of Dickson’s of 
erth Modus Atlantic cars for 
Richard Scott and Norman Dickson 
(as featured on this week’s centre 
spread). 

There are no fewer than three 
heats for the Townsend Thoresen 
FF1600 round, the fastest 20 cars in 
qualifying pen J battle in each to 
qualify for 20 places in the final. Of 
course, all the top names are entered, 
including FF man of the moment 
Derek Warwick. 

In addition to the Forward Trust 
1000 Special Saloon series qualifier 
and the Oceanair Clubmans round, 
there will be the second of the Lucas 
caravan races and a very well 
genported non-championship 
FF2000 event, plus one of those 

ectacular Lords versus Commons 

scort events. 

The meeting is a two-day affair, 
with Formula 5000 qualifying on 
Saturday and racing on Sunday 
starting at 2pm. 


rmational events 


ee cn yeperONE | | coullesaneT3zec. 


The BRDC and Silverstone play host 
to a meeting on Sunday which 
challenges Brands very strongly 
indeed as the major fixture of the 
weekend. The ingredients are seven 
national championship races and 
over 200 entries, the main race being 
a round of the ShellSport Formula 3 
Championship. 


Interest here centres on the long- 
awaited debut of the new Hawke 
AR3 F8 car in the hands of Rupert 
Keegan, so we shall see whether the 
BAF driver can get back on terms 
with the Monaco F'3 winner (and new 
Silverstone lap record holder) Bruno 
Giacomelli in the works March. The 
rest of the entry list, too, is full of 
interest. The 1975 triple FF1600 
champion Geoff Lees will drive a 
Chevron, and the Australian Driver 
to Europe, Paul Bernasconi, will 
make his British debut at the wheel 
of the Ralt driven at Monaco by Ian 
Ashley. But watch out especially for 
former Brazilian saloon champion 
Paulo Gomes (a protege of Carlos 
Pace), who will run the works Modus 
with which he got under Bruno’s lap 
record in his first Silverstone test 
last week. ... 


Other F3 entries include Stephen 
South (March), Mike Young (Modus), 
Tan Flux (Ralt), Dick Parsons 
(Anson), Richard Morgan (Safir) and 
Italian Lamberto Leoni (March). It 


A superb supporting programme 
includes fully-su acribed Towa of 
the BBC Radio 1 Production Saloon, 
Esso Uniflo Special Saloon 
(including several Super Saloon 
refugees from the Tricentrol series), 
and Brush Fusegear FF1600 
championships. First raceis at 3pm. 


MALLORY PARK 


The Nottingham SCC has attracted 
a very big entry for their pa 
Cadwell Park meeting on Sunday, 
which starts at 1.45pm. The eight 
races around the picturesque 
Lincolnshire circuit cater for Spel 
Saloons, F750, F1300, ssic 
Saloons, Clubmans FF1600, Mini 7 
and Formula Vee cars; four of the 
events are championship rounds and 
have received entries of high quality. 
quality. 


CADWELL PARK 


The BRSCC’s clubbie at Mallory 
Park on Sunday (2.30pm) will include 
rounds of _ the eyland 1275 
Challenge and uro-Burgess 
prodsports, Formula 4, BRSCC mod- 
sports, Cooper Oils clubmans and 
Rochas classic cars championships 
plus an FF1600 event with 26 cars 


despite the clashing fixture at 
Brands! There are good entries for 
all nineraces on a busy programme. 


Venue Event 
June 18/20 Ireland Donegal Rally — European Rally Championship for Drivers 
June 19/21 Bulgaria Rallye Zlatnia Piassatzi — European Rally Championship for Drivers 
June 19/20 | Brands Hatch, England ShellSport European 5000 Championship _ 
June 20 Hockenheim, Germany European Championship for Formula 2 Drivers round 7 . 
June 20 Misano, Italy European Championship for Touring Cars round 5 
June 20 Mosport, Canada American Formula 5000 Championship round 2 
jJune20 «|! Casale, Italy F3 -: 
June 20 Pocono, USA Pocono 500 Quelving — USAC 
June 20 Nivelles, Belgium Touring Cars, Grand Touring Cars 
June 20 Nurburgring, Germany Touring & Grand Touring Cars, Sports Cars, FV, FSV 
June 20 Hameenlina, Finland Touring Cars, FV, FSV 
June 20 Michigan, USA Motor State 400 — NASCAR 
June 20 Salzburgring, Austria Touring Cars, FV, FSV, FF 
June 20 Karlskoga, Sweden Touring Cars 
British events 
Date Venue Event Status | Club 
June 17 Linwood Service Station, G Scottish Sporting CC 
(MR64/43956425) Rally 0 porting Summer Safety Raily 
June 18/20 | Ballyraine Hotel, Letterkenny, Rally | Donegal MC Donegal Rally — European Rally Championship for 
Co Donegal ; Drivers, Castrol Autosport Special Stage Champianship 
June 19 Springfield Farm, Little Horwood, Autocross R EMI MC Charville Autorcross — LCAM /BTRDAIRAG 
Bletchley (MR165/819306) Championships 
June 19/20 | Doune, Perthshire Hillclimb N Lothian CC RAC/RAC Leaders, Scottish Championships 
June 19/20 | Blackbushe, Camberley, Surrey 2CV Cross I Citroen Cars Ltd 1976 International 2CV Cross Trophy 
June 19/20 vemaRes 365135) Rally R Synchro 68 AC Ziebart Synchromatic Rally — ANCC/ANECC 
June 19/20 as Lede So pa So Rally Cc Loughborough MC June Morning Mist Rally — Leicester Mercury 
E (MRI 40 5390274) sponsored Roger Clark Rally Championship 
June 19/20 ritish Car Auctions, Frome, Ra _ Bath MC : i — ACSK h ionshi 
p (MR183/7744704) lly Festival Stages Rally CSMC Championship 
June 19/20 | Afan Lido, Aberavon, Rally Port Talbot MC Novice Rally 
Port Talbot (MR170/7 468953) ; 
June 19/20 | Brands Hatch, nr Dartford, Race Meeting N BARC ShellSport 5000, Townsend Thoresen FF1600, 
Kent Forward Trust 1000cc Special Saloons, 
Oceanair Clubmans, FF2000, Caravan Race, 
; Commons versus Lords ShellSport Escorts 
June 20 Silverstone, nr Towcester, Race Meeting R BRDC BBC Radio 1 Productions Saloons, ShellSport F3, 
Northants Esso Uniflo Special Saloons, 
; Brush Fusegear FF 1600 : 
June 20 Mallory Park, nr Leicester Race Meeting R BRSCC (MC) end 1275 Mini Challenge/BRSCC.Euro-Burgess 
roduction Sports, Rochas Classic Cars, 
BRSCC Modsports, Cooper Oils Northern Clubmans, 
, FF1600, F4, Morgan 3 Wheelers 
June 20 Cadwell Park, nr Louth, Lincs Race Meeting R NSCC Reliant 750, Mini 7, FV, Alan Pond Special Saloons, 
F1300, Classic Saloons, FF/Clubmans 
5 . : Supersports 
June 20 eproesnill nr Dunfermiine, Rallycross R 750 MC(S) _ 
ife : 
June 20 Long Marston, Drag Meeting _— NDRC _ 
nr Stratford-on-Avon 
June 20 - Tregrehan, St Austell, Hillclimb Cc Truro & DMC Cornwail Group of Motor Clubs Speed Champs 
Cornwall (MR204/052}532) 
June 20 Gaydon Airfield, nr Warwick Sprint R Coventry & Warks MC Gaydon Sprint — AMMC Sprint Championship, 
; : ; . AMC/COMCC Speed Championship 
June 20 Princes Way, Little Bisphym, Sprint -N Longton & DMC aren Sprint Championship, Haynes Publishing 
Blackpool ‘ ; RAC National Sprint Championship 
June 20 oust nr Lichfield, Sprint R Owen MC Graham Hill Sprints — AMMC/Welsh Championships 
s 
June 20 ya ee Whitehaven, Rally R W Cumberland MC Sultra Fellside Stages Rally 
umbria 
June 20 Ty-Drawield (MR116/108726) * Prod Car Trial R Rhy! & DMC _ " 
June 20 = _ Autotest R Huddersfield MC BTRDA/HMC Championships 
June 20 Ely Grange, Kent Autotest cp Tunbridge Wells MC = ; 
June 20 Knebworth Park, nr Stevenage Speedcross R Falcon MC iz 
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How Chequered Flag’ Lancia Strato: 
beat the big boys.On Shell. 


When the Lancia Stratos won the 
Mintex International Rally, it was the 
first major rally win for a non-works 
entrant since the 1971 RAC Rally. 
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Graham Warner, Chequered Flag 
Managing Director: 

“One Stratos, two V6 Ferrari 
engines, a difficult parts situation... the 
Stratos is anything but boring. And it 
was a great kick watching the big names 
follow it home in the Mintex Dales. 

“The Flag doesn’t have the luxury 
of a works team back-up, and we all 
too often have to run individual parts 
longer than we should. That’s the price 
we pay for running a one-off like the 
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Stratos. It’s hard enough getting the car 
to the starting line let alone the finish” 


Wet Sump 


“The Stratos is a tiny car. So the layout 
gives us problems. Most of our competi- 
tion have dry sump lubrication which 
allows a much greater volume of oil to 
be circulated throughout the engine. 
So the oil keeps cooler. 

“The Stratos’ compact design means 
we've got to run on an ordinary wet 
sump, plus a heat exchanger, a set-up 
where the oil is both heated and cooled 
by the radiator. Nut so effective asa 
dry sump system and damn hard on the 
oil when you’re -ynning up to 8,600 
revs over the 580'mile Mintex distance. 
We're lucky to be4¥orking with Shell.” 


240 BHP 2-4 litre V6 alloy engine with 
D.O.H.C. per bank. 
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Consistent 


“We can’t arrange, or afford, a compl 
rebuild after every event so we need a 
the protection we can get. The Shell o 
we use is straight Super Multigrade — 
nothing added —- and Shell Spirax in tl 
gearbox. We’ve worked with other oil 
companies but we came back to Shell 
finding the quality of their oils have 
that edge over the rest. 

“You can’t judge an oil by anything 
but experience. We’ve got 20 years of 
and we recommend Shell.” 


Shell Super 
Multigrade - 
performance 
protection. 


